
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
                                Regular Meeting of February 27, 2023 - 7 pm 
                               Municipal Building, Warren Craft Room 

                                                     1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ 
 

Meeting Agenda 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Open Public Meeting Statement 
3. Flag Salute 
4. Roll Call 
5. Approval of EC meeting minutes regular – January 23, 2023; Re-Org 2023  

 
6. Reports and Miscellaneous Correspondence 

a. Allen Road Email   
 

Discussion 
      Subcommittee Reports 

i. Applications Review:  John Crane, John Valeri, Todd Edelstein 
ii. ANJEC email monitoring / important educational webinars:   Todd Edelstein  

iii. Native Pollinator Group:  Sarah Wolfson 
1. Small pollinator garden on township owned property 

iv. Community Outreach / Education:  Nancy Cook 
v. Guerilla Gardening:  Sarah Wolfson  

vi. Tree Protection:  John Valeri 
 

7. Old Business 
a.   Status on Current Projects: 

 
8. New Business 

a. Applications 
i. Fellowship Village, Inc. Add’t Info – PB 22-005 – 33 & 55 Allen Rd – Construction of 

two-story structure to house staff on Lot 9  (Conditional use, prelim/final site plan.) 
Additional information was submitted and reviewed.   

ii. Reale – ZB 23-001 – 71 Long Road -  Construction of new dwelling.  
iii. Light -Add’t Info – ZB 22-028 – Victoria Dr – Variance for exceeding max imperious 

coverage allowed.    
iv. Signature Acquisitions LLC Replacement Docs – ZB 22-028 – 150 Allen Rd – 

Prelim/final site plan, D4-F.A.R., bulk variances to raze existing building & construct 
two (2) mixed used buildings    
   

 
 

9. Comments by Public 
10. Comments by Members 
11. Adjournment 

Ellen Houlihan, Secretary 

 Please call (908) 204 - 3000 seventy-two (72) hours in advance if accommodations are required, including  
Assistive listening devices (ALD).   
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BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMMISSION MINUTES –   January 23, 2023 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Alice Smyk called the meeting to order at 7:33 pm in the Warren Craft 
Room, Bernards Township Municipal Building in accordance with the Open Public 
Meeting Act of 1975. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Nancy Cook, John Crane, Todd Edelstein, Alice Smyk , John Valeri Jr., Sarah Wolfson 

Absent:  Jennifer Asay, Elizabeth Cirri, Nicholas Cuozzo 

Also Present: Kaitlin Cartoccio, Recording Secretary 

  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Motion to approve the November 28, 2023, minutes made by John Crane, second by John Valeri 
Jr. All in favor, motion carried. 
  

REPORTS & MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
A. ANJEC 2023 

John Crane reminded the group that ANJEC is a lobbyist group. Nancy Cook said the 
group should try one more year, try for a grant or scholarship. If it’s in the budget, we 
should do it. Todd Edelstein commented it has good information for new members. 
ANJEC changed their dues amounts for a certain number of members. Several members 
questioned where the dues money goes. 
  
Motion by Nancy Cook, second by Todd Edelstein.  
John Crane – No 
John Valeri Jr. – Abstain 
Nancy Cook- Yes 
Todd Edelstein -  Yes 
Alice Smyk - Yes 
Sarah Wolfson - Yes 



Bernards Township Environmental Commission 

 
 

 
 
 

B. Highlands Film 
Need more details. Nancy Cook will reach out.  
 

C. Pollinator Group 
Discussion around participating in the Native Plant Sale for 2023. Lots of manpower 
required. Reach out to Jennifer Asay to partner with Girl Scouts. Maybe partner with 
Bernardsville. 

 
DISCUSSION 

A. 2023 EC Meeting Dates 
Discussion regarding a December meeting. Perhaps a date should be held until confirmed 
or if there’s any applications. Possibly December 11th. September 25th is Yom Kippur, 
can the meeting be moved?  

B. Review BTEC General Application Comments 
No comments. 

C. Supporting Plant Sale 
No further comments. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Applications 

None 
 

B. ANJEC - 
Virtual webinar about electric vehicles 7 pm. Todd can send info out if you want to 
watch. Todd also mentioned he’s been watching the news - whales being beached 
possibly due to wind power. 
 

C. Pollinator 
Lots of webinars. 
 

D. Community Outreach 
None  
 

E. Guerilla Gardening 
Nothing new, but what is the budget? Everyone should look for locations for guerilla 
gardening. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
A. Status on Current Projects 

Discussion on lantern fly project. Think ahead about Charter Day. - rainwater, 
composting. Sarah Wolfson suggested contacting the watershed ambassador. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. Applications 
     None 

 
COMMENTS BY THE PUBLIC 
None 
 
COMMENTS BY MEMBERS 
Alice Smyk mentioned the Jack Gray correspondence. Todd Edelstein brought up farm 
Agricultural Advisory Board. There’s a possible want for farmers markets.  
John Crane mentioned the Sewage Authority has been having issue with illegal sump pumps. 
Perhaps we should add a comment about sump pumps to master comments. 
 
  

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm. Motion by Todd Edelstein, second by Jon Valeri All in 
favor, motion carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Kaitlin Cartoccio, Meeting Secretary 
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BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL  

COMMISSION REORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES     
January 23, 2023 – 7pm 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Recording Secretary Kaitlin Cartoccio called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm in the 
Warren Craft Room, Bernards Township Municipal Building in accordance with the Open 
Public Meeting Act of 1975. 
 
FLAG SALUTE 
All those assembled saluted the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Nancy Cook, John Crane, Todd Edelstein, Alice Smyk , John Valeri Jr., Sarah 
Wolfson 
Absent: Elizabeth Cirri, Nicholas Cuozzo, Jennifer Asay 
Also Present: Kaitlin Cartoccio, Recording Secretary 

NOMINATION FOR CHAIRPERSON 

Kaitlin Cartoccio opened the call for nominations for Chairperson. Nancy Cook nominated Alice 
Smyk. Seconded by Todd Edelstein. All in favor, motion carried. 

NOMINATION FOR VICE CHAIRPERSON 
Kaitlin Cartoccio opened the call for nominations for Vice Chairperson. Todd Edelstein 
nominated Nancy Cook. Seconded by Alice Smyk. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

SUB-COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

A. Tree Protection Committee – John Valeri Jr. 

B. ANJEC Monitoring/Webinars – Todd Edelstein 

C. Native Pollinator Group – Sarah Wolfson 

D. Community Outreach/Education – Nancy Cook 

E. Guerilla Gardening – Sarah Wolfson 
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F. Applications – John Crane, John Valeri Jr., Todd Edelstein 

COMMENTS BY MEMBERS 
There was a question regarding appointment to Agricultural Board. 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:31 pm. Motion by John Valeri Jr., second by Nancy Cook. All in 
favor, motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kaitlin Cartoccio, Meeting Secretary 
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