
 

 
 

Resolution #2026-0294 
Recognizing the History and Evolution of Bernards Township 

in Commemoration of the 250th Anniversary 
of the United States of America 

 
WHEREAS, the year 2026 marks the 250th Anniversary of the United States of America, 
commemorating the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 1776 and the founding principles of 
liberty, self-governance, and civic responsibility upon which the nation was established; and 

 
WHEREAS, Bernards Township is located within Somerset County, a county established in 1688 
within the colonial Province of New Jersey under British governance, and has deep historical ties to 
the colonial and Revolutionary history of the State of New Jersey and the United States; and 

 
WHEREAS, Bernards Township was established on May 24, 1760, during the colonial period and was 
named in honor of Sir Francis Bernard, Royal Governor of the Province of New Jersey (1758–1760); 
and 

 
WHEREAS, following the American Revolution and the establishment of state government, Bernards 
Township was formally incorporated by an act of the New Jersey Legislature on February 21, 1798, as 
part of the State’s system of municipal governance; and 

 
WHEREAS, at the time of its original establishment, Bernards Township encompassed a significantly 
larger geographic area than it does today and was primarily rural and agrarian in character, consisting 
of farmland, mills, small settlements, and early transportation routes essential to colonial life and 
commerce; and 

 
WHEREAS, as population increased and systems of local governance evolved, portions of the original 
Bernards Township were later established as separate municipalities, including Warren Township in 
1806, the Borough of Far Hills in 1921, and the Borough of Bernardsville in 1924, all of which share a 
common historical origin in Bernards Township; and 

 
WHEREAS, the residents of Bernards Township and its successor communities lived, worked, and 
served during the Revolutionary era, contributing to the struggle for American independence through 
local militia service, support of the Continental cause, and participation in the broader Revolutionary 
War activities that earned New Jersey its designation as the “Crossroads of the American Revolution”; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Bernards Township evolved from a 
primarily agricultural community into a modern suburban township, marked by the development of 
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strong civic institutions, public education, transportation and infrastructure, and an ongoing 
commitment to the preservation of historic sites, open space, and natural resources; and 
 
WHEREAS, today Bernards Township stands as a vibrant, diverse, and thriving community that 
reflects enduring American values of community involvement, responsible governance, opportunity, 
and respect for history; and 

 
WHEREAS, the lands that became Bernards Township were originally inhabited by the Lenape (Lenni 
Lenape) Native American people, whose presence and stewardship long predated European settlement; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the 250th Anniversary of the United States of America provides a meaningful opportunity 
for Bernards Township to reflect upon its own history alongside that of the nation, recognizing how 
local history and national history are deeply interconnected; and 

 
WHEREAS, Bernards Township has proudly formed an anniversary committee tasked with 
spearheading the community's participation in state and nationwide efforts to mark the nation's 250th 
anniversary. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the Township hereby commemorates the 250th 
Anniversary of the United States of America and recognizes the role Bernards Township has played, 
from the colonial era through the present day, in the life and progress of the nation; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township honors the shared heritage between Bernards 
Township and the municipalities that originated within its historic boundaries, including Warren 
Township, Far Hills, and Bernardsville, acknowledging their collective contributions to the region and 
to the nation; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township reaffirms its commitment to the principles upon 
which the United States was founded, including civic engagement, democratic governance, and service 
to the public good; and 

 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that this resolution is dedicated to the Lenape people and the early 
settlers who shaped this community; to the Revolutionary-era residents who lived through the founding 
of the nation; to the generations who labored, served, and governed in the centuries that followed; and 
to the residents of today, including the volunteers serving on the Anniversary Committee, whose 
stewardship, participation, and pride ensure that Bernards Township will continue to reflect and uphold 
the enduring ideals of the United States of America for generations to come. 

 
Agenda Date and Vote: 06/09/2026 
 

CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 06/09/2026. 

 
 
 

       Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
 


