
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
                                Regular Meeting of March 28, 2022 - 7 pm 
                               Municipal Building, Warren Craft Room 

                                                     1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ 
 
 

Meeting Agenda 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Open Public Meeting Statement 
3. Flag Salute 
4. Roll Call 
5. Approval of EC meeting minutes regular – February 28, 2022 
6. Reports and Miscellaneous Correspondence 

a.  Owen/Little - Public Notice Letter NJDEP 
  

7. Discussion 
a.   Subcommittee Reports 

i. Applications Review:  John Crane (lead) Jim Lamaire, Corey Fischer 
ii. ANJEC email monitoring / important educational webinars:  Nancy Cook (lead) Alice 

Smyk, Todd Edelstein 
iii. Native Pollinator Group / Plant Sale:  Deb DeWitt (lead), Sarah Wolfson 
iv. Community Outreach / Education:  Deb DeWitt (lead), Nancy Cook 
v. Guerilla Gardening:  Sarah Wolfson (lead) 

vi. AmeriCorps Watershed Project 
   

8. Old Business 
a.  Status on Current Projects: 

 
9. New Business 

a. Applications 
i. Verizon – ZB 22-002 – 300 N. Maple Ave – Guard House 

ii. Silver Living LLC - ZB 22-004 –  14 N. Maple Ave – Construct a new single family 
dwelling  
 

 
10. Comments by Public 
11. Comments by Members 
12. Adjournment 

 
Ellen Houlihan, Secretary 

 Please call (908) 204 - 3000 seventy-two (72) hours in advance if accommodations are required, including  
assistive listening devices (ALD).   
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BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL  

COMMISSION MINUTES –   February 28, 2022 – 7pm 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairperson Debra DeWitt called the meeting to order at 7:29 pm via Zoom Conference 
call in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act of 1975. 

 
FLAG SALUTE 
All those assembled saluted the flag. 

 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Debra DeWitt, John Crane, Todd Edelstein, Corey Fischer, James LaMaire, 
John Valeri Jr., Sarah Wolfson 
Absent: Alice Smyk, Jennifer Asay, Nancy Cook 
Also Present: Kaitlin Cartoccio, Recording Secretary 

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Motion to approve the January 24, 2022 Reorganization minutes made 
by John Valeri Jr., seconded by Todd Edelstein. All in favor, motion 
carried. 
Motion to approve the January 24, 2022 Regular Meeting minutes made 
by John Crane, seconded by John Valeri Jr. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

 
REPORTS & MISCELLANEUS CORRESPONDENCE 

a. Roux – Freshwater Wetlands Letter General Permit 10B 
No comment 
 

DISCUSSION 
a. Update General Application Comments 

General Application Comments will updated and sent around to the committee. No 
further discussion. 

b. Annual Report 
Debra DeWitt will submit the Annual Report to the Township Committee. No further 
comments.  

c. Subcommittee Reports 
i. Applications - John Crane, James LaMaire and Corey Fischer 

No comment 
ii. ANJEC - Nancy Cook, Alice Smyk and Todd Edelstein 

1. Storm Water Resolution 
The Committee will look over the resolution before any further 
recommendation. 

iii. Native Pollinator Group/Plant Sale – Debra DeWitt and Sarah Wolfson 
Plant sale starts April 1st. Other than that, the Native Pollinator Group has been 
hosting webinars and talking about native plants and pollinators. 
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iv. Community Outreach/Education – Debra DeWitt and Nancy Cook 
Outreach continues to be posted to the Bernards Township main site and Facebook 
including a segment on what you can and cannot recycle.  

v. Guerilla Gardening – Sarah Wolfson 
Currently planning to do more activities in the spring. Currently collecting jugs with 
a Ridge High School student to help with gardening.  

vi. Charter Day/AmeriCorps Watershed Project 
1. Charter Day Information 

Looking for volunteers who are able to man the table at Charter Day.  
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Nash – ZB 21-037 – 61 Archgate Road – Front Yard Setback for a one-story open porch. 
 
No environmental concerns.  

 
Motion by Corey Fischer, seconded by James LaMaire. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

b. Bhatia – ZB 21-038 – 11 Parkwood Lane - “C” Variance – Pool not located behind rear 
building line of adjacent dwelling.  
 
The Commission notes that 5 trees will be taken down in the property and asks if the 
applicant will be replacing. If the trees are being placed, the Commission recommends 
native hardwood species be planted whenever practical. The Commission also notes 
isolated wetlands on the property, and that the applicant should note how large the 
wetlands are on the plan and whether the proposed fence encroaches on the wetlands on 
the eastern side of the property. Regarding this application, pool water discharge may 
result from backwashing of filters, or from the draining of swimming pools at the end of 
season, or during maintenance. This water often contains pool treatment chemicals that 
can cause damage to the receiving environment in the form of nonpoint source pollution. 
Therefore, the Environmental Commission wants township residents to use the best 
management practices available when discharging pool water. 
 
Motion by John Valeri Jr., seconded by Corey Fischer. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

c. Yochum – ZB 22-001 – 58 Penwood Road - “C” variance for lot coverage (addition to 
existing dwelling. 
 
Regarding stormwater storage and recharge on this application, the side of the pool water 
surface is unclear. If it is over 600 sq feet, the storage will be addressed, but not the 
recharge. The Commission recommends that the Board ask the applicant to create a 599 
sq foot recharge to account for a 1” rainfall instead of a 3” rainfall.  Regarding this 
application, pool water discharge may result from backwashing of filters, or from the 
draining of swimming pools at the end of season, or during maintenance. This water often 
contains pool treatment chemicals that can cause damage to the receiving environment in 
the form of nonpoint source pollution. Therefore, the Environmental Commission wants 
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township residents to use the best management practices available when discharging pool 
water. 
 
Motion by Corey Fischer, seconded by John Crane. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

d. Maloney – ZB 22-003 – 109 Woodman Lane – Variance to allow construction of an 
inground pool not located behind the rear building lines of adjacent dwellings.  
 
The Commission suggests that Bernards Township professionals review whether any 
NJDEP plans are necessary. If so, the applicant should obtain a new NJDEP Letter of 
Interpretation. Due to the presence of freshwater wetlands on the property, best 
management practices should be used to protect sensitive ecological areas. The inlets 
should be covered with fabric to keep the recharge area from silt buildup. Additionally, 
the Commission would like to see the pool and pool deck moved away from the wetlands 
transition area. The applicant should state the drainage area going into the recharge area 
in square footage. The Commission recommends more spot elevation points on the 
grading plan and for contours to be labeled. The Environmental Commission notes the 
lack of tree removal/replacement on the plans.  If trees are being replaced or new trees 
being added, the Commission recommends native hardwood species be planted whenever 
practical. Additionally, pool water discharge may result from backwashing of filters, or 
from the draining of swimming pools at the end of season, or during maintenance. This 
water often contains pool treatment chemicals that can cause damage to the receiving 
environment in the form of nonpoint source pollution. Therefore, the Environmental 
Commission wants township residents to use the best management practices available 
when discharging pool water. 
 
Motion by Debra DeWitt, seconded by Corey Fischer. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No members of the public. 
 
COMMENTS BY MEMBERS 
Debra DeWitt commented that the Shade Tree Commission got an email from a resident 
regarding bamboo. Bamboo is not included on the invasive “do not plant” list.  The discussion 
was to remove it from the “recommended list “where it says “don’t plant” up to invasive list.  
John Valeri Jr asked if the Commission would be posting about the spotted lanternfly/  
John Crane commented that the Planning Board would be updating the Master Plan including 
updates to infrastructure. Todd Edelstein asked if Master Plan gets updated every 10 years – 
how often does the natural resources inventory get updated? Last updated 2014. The decision 
was made to move Environmental Commission meetings to in-person starting in March. Sarah 
Wolfson noted that prior to COVID-19, the Commission was discussing composting and asked 
if that was a focus area for the group.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:49 pm. Motion by John Valeri Jr., seconded by Debra DeWitt           
All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kaitlin Cartoccio, Meeting Secretary 
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TO:  Zoning Board Chairperson and Members 
 
FROM:  Deb Dewitt, Chairperson  
  Bernards Township Environmental Commission 
 
DATE:  March 8, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Applications Review 
 
 
The Environmental Commission reviewed these applications at their February 28, 2022, meeting and 
forwards the following comments: 
 
Nash – ZB 21-037 – 61 Archgate Road 
The Environmental Commission has no comments on this application. 
 
Bhatia – ZB 21-038 – 11 Parkwood Lane 
The Environmental Commission notes the ETI Wetlands Report dated 2/14/2022 indicating there are 
isolated wetlands on the property, delineated on the plan by A1 – A2 – A3.  The applicant should show how 
large the isolated wetlands is on the plan and whether the proposed fence encroaches on the wetlands 
area on the east side of the property. 
 
The Environmental Commission also notes that there appears to be 5 trees being removed in this 3-acre 
zone.  Will the applicant be replacing them?  If being replaced, the Commission recommends native 
hardwood species be planted whenever practical. 
 
Regarding this application, pool water discharge may result from backwashing of filters, or from the draining 
of swimming pools at the end of season, or during maintenance. This water often contains pool treatment 
chemicals that can cause damage to the receiving environment in the form of nonpoint source pollution. 
Therefore, the Environmental Commission wants township residents to use the best management practices 
available when discharging pool water. 
 
Yochum – ZB 22-001 – 58 Penwood Road 
With respect to stormwater storage and recharge on this application, it is unclear the size of the pool water 
surface.  If it is over 600 sq ft as it might appear, the storage will be addressed but not the recharge.  The 
Environmental Commission would recommend that the Board asks the applicant to create a 599 sq ft 
recharge to account for a 1” rainfall v a 3” rainfall. 
 
Additionally, pool water discharge may result from backwashing of filters, or from the draining of swimming 
pools at the end of season, or during maintenance. This water often contains pool treatment chemicals that 
can cause damage to the receiving environment in the form of nonpoint source pollution. Therefore, the 
Environmental Commission wants township residents to use the best management practices available 
when discharging pool water. 
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Maloney – ZB 22-003 – 109 Woodman Lane 
The Environmental Commission suggests the Board consider having the applicant obtain a new NJDEP 
approved Letter of Interpretation (LOI) and recommends our Bernards Township professionals review 
whether any NJDEP permits are necessary. 
 
Due to the presence of freshwater wetlands on the subject property, best management practices to protect 
these sensitive ecological areas should be implemented during the site work (sediment and erosion 
controls).  More specifically, the inlets should be covered with fabric to keep the recharge area from silt 
buildup.  There is a minimum of 2,948 sq ft going to the recharge area to cover the additional impervious.   
Best management practices are also recommended post-construction (organic lawn care, protect and 
preserve natural soil, vegetation, and grading in buffer zones).   
 
The Environmental Commission would like to see the pool deck/pool configuration moved away from the 
Wetlands transition average and for the applicant to state the drainage area going into the recharge area in 
square footage.  Additionally, the Commission recommends more spot elevation points on the grading plan 
and labeling of the contours. 
 
The Environmental Commission notes the lack of tree removal/replacement on the plans.  If trees are being 
replaced or new trees being added, the Commission recommends native hardwood species be planted 
whenever practical. 
 
Additionally, pool water discharge may result from backwashing of filters, or from the draining of swimming 
pools at the end of season, or during maintenance. This water often contains pool treatment chemicals that 
can cause damage to the receiving environment in the form of nonpoint source pollution. Therefore, the 
Environmental Commission wants township residents to use the best management practices available 
when discharging pool water. 
 
 
Cc: David Schley, Township Planner 

Cyndi Kiefer, Secretary; for distribution to BOA members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 

 

  

30 Independence Blvd., Suite 200 
Warren, NJ 07059 

908.668.8300 

www.BohlerEngineering.com 

 February 4, 2022 
 
 Via Federal Express 
    
 
Ms. Cyndi Kiefer 
BernardsTownship 
1 Collyer Lane 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
 
 RE: Proposed Guardhouse 
 300 North Maple Ave 
 Block 803; Lots 2, 3, 5, 6 & 23 
 Bernards Township 
 Somerset County, New Jersey 
 BENJ File No. J210758 
 
Dear Ms. Kiefer: 
 

Our office is in receipt of the Completeness Review letter dated January 26, 2022, prepared by 
David Schley, Township Planner of Bernards Township. Enclosed please find the following documents 
constituting our formal resubmission with reagard to the above referenced project: 
 

• Four (4) copies of the 200 Foot Property Search list dated January 31, 2022, prepared by Township 
of Bernards; 

• Four (4) copies of the Zoning Variance and/or Land Use Design Standard Waiver form and  
Checklist Waiver List, dated December 22, 2021, last revised February 2, 2022, prepared by Bohler 
Engineering NJ, LLC; 

• Four (4) copies the Application for Tree Removal Permit dated January 31, 2022; 
• Four (4) copies of the Stormwater Management Waiver Request letter dated February 3, 2022, 

prepared by Bohler Engineering NJ, LLC; and 
• Four (4) signed and sealed sets of the Preliminary | Final Land Development Plans dated December 

22, 2022, last revised January 28, 2022, prepared by Bohler Engineering NJ, LLC. 
 
 In response to the deficient items listed, we offer the following point-by-point responses: 
 

1. An updated 200 Foot Property Search list is enclosed. 
2. A Zoning Variance and/or Land Use Design Standard Waiver form and  Checklist Waiver List has 

been enclosed, encompassing all requested variances, exceptions and/or waivers. 
A. The plans have been revised to update the distance from the southerly side property line 

and no longer requires a variance.  
B. Variance has been requested on the enclosed Zoning Variance and/or Land Use Design 

Standard Waiver form. 
C. Variance has been requested on the enclosed Zoning Variance and/or Land Use Design 

Standard Waiver form. 
D. Relief has been requested per the enclosed Stormwater Management Waiver Request 

letter dated February 3, 2022, prepared by Bohler Engineering NJ, LLC. 
E. Acknowledged. 

3. A Checklist Waiver – Per Preliminary Site Plan Checklist Item 16 is requested on the Checklist 
Waiver List.   

4. A Checklist Waiver – Per Final Site Plan Checklist Item 7 is requested on the Checklist Waiver List.   
5. The Steep Slopes Plan has been revised and is enclosed as part of the Preliminary – Final 

Development Plans.  
6. An Application for Tree Removal Permit is enclosed. 
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7. A Checklist Waiver – Per Preliminary Site Plan Checklist Item 38 is requested on the Checklist 
Waiver List.   

8. The Stream Buffer Conservation Easement Exhibit was inadvertently omitted from the plan set, 
but is now enclosed with this transmittal. Waiver has been requested on the enclosed Zoning 
Variance and/or Land Use Design Standard Waiver form for zone two of the stream buffer 
conservation area. 

 
 If you have any questions or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
       BOHLER ENGINEERING NJ, LLC 
         

      

  
 
Bryan Ehnes, P.E. 

 

  
Robert Streker, P.E. 

 
JM/gs         G:\2021\J210758\Admin\Letters-OUT\Township 02 (Kiefer).docx 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc (via email): David Schley, Bernards Township 
  Steve Tripp. Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A. 







1 Section 21-16.1b
Accesory Building shall not be 

located in a front yard
Proposed Guardhouse structure is within 

the Front Yard.

2 Section 21-17.2g
All illuminated signs shall be 

externally illuminated.
Proposed sign is internally illuminated

3 Section 21-16.2a
Walls shall be constructed so that at 

least 50% thereof is open
Screen wall is not at least 50% open

1 Section 21-41
Max. Average Maintained Horizontal 
Illumination for Vehicular Roadways - 

Non Residential : 0.9 FC

Proposed Average Maintained Horizontal 
Illumination for Vehicular Roadways - Non 

Residential = 7.26 FC

2 Section 21-42.11.b(1)
Stormwater Management Minor 

Development Rate/volume control

A waiver for compliance with the 
stormwater management volume control 

for a minor development (§21-42.11.b.1) is 
requested

3 Section 21-14.4.b.3(d)

To permit the proposed 
improvements to be located within 

zone two of the stream buffer 
conservation area

A zone two waiver is requested pursuant to 
§21-14.4.b.3(d).  

Bernards Township, New Jersey

BE #:  Job No. J210758

Zoning Variance and/or Land Use Design Standard Waivers
FOR

Verizon Corporate Services Group, Inc.
Bernards Township, New Jersey

Waivers - Land Development Regulations 

Prepared by:
BOHLER ENGINEERING NJ LLC

Variances - Zoning Code

December 22, 2021, Revised February 2, 2022

30 Independence Blvd., Warren, NJ 07059

ZONE: E-1 (Office / Laboratory) & R-4 (One Acre Residential)

G:\2021\J210758\Admin\Agency Forms and Docs\Municipal\Zoning Board of Adjustment\Variance + Waiver List 2.3.2022_R1.xls 1 of 1



1 Item 16

A waiver is requested for the LOI - presence/absence determination. An application 
has been filed with DEP, and a memorandum has been submitted regarding the 
accuracy of the depiction of the wetlands on the plans. It is requested that the LOI 
be provided as a condition of site plan approval and prior to construction.

2 Item 38

A waiver is requested for providing soil logs. A waiver for Stormwater Management 
Minor Development Rate/volume control is requested and soil logs won't be 
necessary due to the minimal improvements proposed. Formal Waiver request for 
stormwater is provided. 

1 Item 7
Final plans and profiles of all storm sewers. Final plans for all proposed storm 
sewers are provided. Waiver requested for storm sewers given limited nature of 
pipe improvements. 

CHECKLIST WAIVER LIST
FOR

Verizon Corporate Services Group, Inc. 
Bernards Township, New Jersey

BE #:  Job No. J210758
December 22, 2021, Revised February 2, 2022

Checklist Waiver - Per Final Site Plan Checklist

Bernards Township, New Jersey

BOHLER ENGINEERING NJ LLC

30 Independence Blvd., Warren, NJ 07059

ZONE: E-1 (Office / Laboratory) & R-4 (One Acre Residential)

Prepared by:

Checklist Waiver - Per Preliminary Site Plan Checklist

G:\2021\J210758\Admin\Agency Forms and Docs\Municipal\Zoning Board of Adjustment\Variance + Waiver List 2.3.2022_R1.xls 1 of 1



TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS 

APPLICATION FOR TREE REMOVAL PERMIT 

 

Date  _______________ 

 

1. Name and address of the owner of the premises and status of legal entity (individual, 

partnership, corporation of this or any other state, etc.)    ___________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Status of the applicant with respect to land (owner, lessee, tenant, purchaser, under contract, 

etc.)    _____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Name and address of the applicant for the permit if other than the owner (attach owner’s 

written consent)    ___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Description of the premises where tree removal is to take place, including lot and block 

numbers and street address      _________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. A list of all trees to be removed with a DBH equal to or greater than six  inches identified by 

size and species, including total number of each species to be removed (attach separate sheet 

if necessary)     _________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Purpose for tree removal (construction, street or roadway, driveway, utility easement, 

recreation areas, patio, parking lot, etc.)    _______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Proof that there are no delinquent property taxes or assessments due on the property for 

which the application is submitted (attach certification from tax collector) 

 

8. Trees that had been removed within the past two years     ___________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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THIS DRAWING IS INTENDED FOR MUNICIPAL AND/OR AGENCY
REVIEW AND APPROVAL.  IT IS NOT INTENDED AS A CONSTRUCTION

DOCUMENT UNLESS INDICATED OTHERWISE.

SHEET NUMBER:

SHEET TITLE:

J210758
RK
BE

12/22/2021
J210758-EASE-0A

PRELIMINARY /
FINAL LAND

DEVELOPMENT
PLANS

VERIZON
CORPORATE

SERVICES GROUP
INC.

PROPOSED
DEVELOPMENT

BLK: 803 | LOT: 2, 3, 5, 6, 23
300 NORTH MAPLE AVE
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP
SOMERSET COUNTY,
NEW JERSEY 07920

NEW JERSEY
YOU MUST CALL 811 BEFORE ANY EXCAVATION

WHETHER IT'S ON PRIVATE OR PUBLIC LAND.
1-800-272-1000
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30 Independence Blvd., Suite 200 
Warren, NJ 07059 

908.668.8300 

www.BohlerEngineering.com 

 February 3, 2022 
 
 Via Federal Express & Electronic Mail 
 d.centrelli@bernards.org  
   
 
David Schley 
Bernards Township 
1 Collyer Lane 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
 
 RE: Stormwater Management Plan  
  Waiver Justification    
  Proposed Guardhouse 
 300 North Maple Ave 
 Block 803; Lots 2, 3, 5, 6 & 23 
 Bernards Township 
 Somerset County, New Jersey 
 BENJ File No. J210758 
 
Dear Mr. Schley: 
 

In accordance with the Bernards Township Stormwater Management Requirements for Minor 
Development (§21-42.11.b), we request relief in accordance with §21-42.12 as noted below: 
 
b. Minor Development. Minor developments shall be designed to include the following stormwater 
management measures: 
 

1. Rate/volume control. Seepage pits or other infiltration measures shall be provided with a capacity 
of three inches of runoff for each square foot of new impervious area. Stone used in the infiltration 
devices shall be 2 1/2 inches clean stone and design void ratio of 33% shall be used. The infiltration 
measures shall be designed with an overflow to the surface which shall be stabilized and directed 
to an existing stormwater conveyance system or in a manner to keep the overflow on the developed 
property to the greatest extent feasible.  
The proximity of the proposed improvements to the adjacent wetlands impact infiltration 
into the subsoil and as a result a waiver for compliance with the stormwater management 
volume control for a minor development (§21-42.11.b.1) is requested. The additional 
impervious is de-minimus and will result in a negligible increase in surface runoff/volume. 
The stormwater report will address the requirements accordingly.  
 
2. Water quality. Soil erosion and sediment control measures shall be installed in accordance with 
the Standards for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control in New Jersey. 
Soil Erosion and sediment control measures have been noted in accordance with New 
Jersey standards for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control. The soil erosion and sediment 
control plans were submitted to the soil conservation district for review.  

 
 
  
  

mailto:d.centrelli@bernards.
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www.BohlerEngineering.com 

 
 
If you have any questions or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact 

me.  Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
       BOHLER ENGINEERING NJ, LLC 
              

         
      
  
 
Bryan Ehnes, P.E. 

 

  
Robert Streker, P.E. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JM/mp/gs         G:\2021\J210758\Admin\Reports\Stormwater\Stormwater management Waiver Request.docx 
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OFFICE OF THE ASSESSOR 

f TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS o c 
CO 

ONE COLLYER LANE 
BASKING RIDGE, NJ 07920 

(908) 204-3082 Fax (908) 766-1644 

*** 200 Foot Property Search *** 

** VALID FOR 90 DAYS " 

Date: 01/31/2022 

Block: Lot(s): 2, 3, 5, 6, and 23 Qual: 803 

Property Location: 300 North Maple Avenue 

Applicant: Willentz Attorneys at Law 

Phone: Fax: 732-726-6524 Email: stripp@wilentz.com 732-855-6076 

PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION 
Name: Verizon Corporate Services 
Address: 300 North Maple Avenue 
City, State, Zip: Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 

Due to the location of the referenced 
Block and Lot, the following 

Fire Company Should be notified: 

Basking Ridge Fire Company 
P.O. Box 326 

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 

Wilentz Attorneys at Law 
90 Woodbridge Center Dr., Ste 900 Box 10 
Woodbridge, NJ 07095 

CERTIFIED BY: 

David Centrelli, Assessor - Township Of Bernards 

Amount Paid: $10.00 Paid By: Check (No. 454568) 



* • Bernards Township 
Parcel Offset List 

Target Parcel(s): Block-Lot: 803-23 
VERIZON CORP SERVICES GROUP INC 
124 MADISONVILLE RD 
Block-Lot; 803-6 
VERIZON CORP SERVICES GROUP INC 
286 N MAPLE AVE 
Block Lot; 803-5 
VERIZON CORP SERVICES GROUP INC 
304 N MAPLE AVE 
Block-Lot; 803-3 
VERIZON CORP SERVICES GROUP INC 
N MAPLE AVE 
Block-Lot; 803-2 
VERIZON CORP SERVICES GROUP INC 
300 N MAPLE AVE 

18 parcels fall within 200 feet of this parcel(s). 

Block-Lot; 901-23 
MAPLE RUN ASSOC CIO EXEC PROP MGMT 
4-08 TOWNE CENTER DR 
NORTH BRUNSWICK NJ 08902 

Block-Lot: 901-5 
IVES,MARTIN G & DABROWSKA.AGNIESZKA 
11 MAPLE RUN 

BASKING RIDGE NJ 07920 
RE; 11 MAPLE RUN RE:: 

Block-Lot: 901-9 

HOWANSKY, MARK S & HRYWNA, MARIA 
139 MADISONVILLE RD 

BASKING RIDGE NJ 07920 
RE; 139 MADISONVILLE RD 

Block-Lot: 901-4 
LYGA, JOHN W & MARILYN T 
105 MADISONVILLE RD 
BASKING RIDGE NJ 07920 
RE: 105 MADISONVILLE RD 

Block-Lot: 901-8 
JOHNSON, STEPHEN & JOANNE 

133 MADISONVILLE RD 

BASKING RIDGE NJ 07920 

RE: 133 MADISONVILLE RD 

Block-Lot: 803-22 
BEASLEY, JOSEPH E 

134 MADISONVILLE RD 
BASKING RIDGE NJ 07920 

RE; 134 MADISONVILLE RD 

Block-Lot: 901-6 
CAMPOS, ANGELO 

127 MADISONVILLE RD 
BASKING RIDGE NJ 07920 
RE; 127 MADISONVILLE RD 

Block-Lot: 803-21 

BOIVIN, BRET & MEGHAN 
140 MADISONVILLE RD 
BASKING RIDGE NJ 07920 
RE; 140 MADISONVILLE RD 

Date Printed: 1/31/2022 Page 1 of 2 



Block-Lot; 804-5 

VERIZON CORPORATE SVCS GROUP INC 
PO BOX 152206 
IRVING TX 75015 
RE: 265 N MAPLE AVE 

Block-Lot: 803-4 
JCP&L C/O GPU SERVICE TAX DEFT 
PO BOX 4747 
OAKBROOK IL 60522 
RE: 312 N MAPLE AVE 

Block-Lot: 804-4.01 
295 NORTH MAPLE LLC % VERIZON CORP 
PO BOX 2749 
ADDISON TX 75001 
RE: 275 N MAPLE AVE 

Block-Lot: 803-1 
ANDERSON, SCOTT & JENNIFER 
100 MADISONVILLE RD 

BASKING RIDGE NJ 07920 
RE: 100 MADISONVILLE RD 

Block-Lot: 804-3.01 

295 NORTH MAPLE LLC % VERIZON CORP 
PO BOX 2749 
ADDISON TX 75001 
RE: 285 N MAPLE AVE 

Block-Lot: 804-2.01 
295 NORTH MAPLE LLC % VERIZON CORP 
PO BOX 2749 
ADDISON TX 75001 
RE: 295 N MAPLE AVE 

Block-Lot: 803-14 

BERGER, DAVID ADAM & VANESSA MARIE 
28 BRENTWOOD CT 
BASKING RIDGE NJ 07920 
RE: 28 BRENTWOOD CT 

Block-Lot: 803-13 
RATZ, WILLIAM & LORENA 

27 BRENTWOOD CT 

BASKING RIDGE NJ 07920 
RE: 27 BRENTWOOD CT 

Block-Lot; 803-8 

SIMMONS, AARON T & CARYN M 
262 N MAPLE AVE 

BASKING RIDGE NJ 07920 
RE: 262 N MAPLE AVE 

Block-Lot: 803-7 
CACCAVO, MARK A & DEVOE, TAMARA L 
274 N MAPLE AVE 

BASKING RIDGE NJ 07920 
RE: 274 N MAPLE AVE 

Date Printed: 1/31/2022 Page 2 o f  2 
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OFFICE OF THE ASSESSOR 
TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS 

ONE COLLYER LANE 
BASKING RIDGE, NJ 07920 

(908) 204-3082 FAX (908)-766-I644 

200 FOOT PROPERTY SEARCH 
List of names and addresses of all owners of property as shown on the current tax duplicate located within 200 feet of any part of 
the property affected by this application. The Township of Bernards accepts no liability for errors hereon. The attached list was 
compiled by the Engineering Department 
If the property is within 200 feet of an adjoining municipality, the Township Clerk of that municipality should be notified. In 
addition, the applicant must also obtain the names and addresses of the owners of the land in such adjoining municipalities that are 
located within 200 feet of the subject premises. 

The following is a list of utility companies located within Bernards Township. It is not to be construed as utilities being on or within 
200 feet of the property being searched. 

1. ALGONQUIN GAS TRANSMISSION CO 6. NEW JERSEY AMERICAN WATER CO 
1 Lindbergh Rd 
Stony Point, NY 10980 
(908) 757-1212 

10. NEW JERSEY BELL TELEPHONE CO 
Edward D. Young m. Secretary 
Verizon Legal Dept. 
540 Broad St - Room 2001 
Newark, NJ 07101 
(201) 649-2233 

Donna Short, GIS Supervisor 
NJ-Amcrican Water Company, Inc. 
1025 Laurel Oak Rd 
Voorhees, NJ 08043 

2. BELL ATLANTIC CORPORATION 
Secretary, 46th Floor 
1717 Arch 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

7 CABLEVISION OF RARITAN VALLEY 
275 Centennial Ave; CN6805 
Piscataway, NJ 08855 
Attn: Margurite Prenderville 

Construction Dept 

8. BERNARDS TWP SEWERAGE ATHTY 
1 Collyer Ln 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
(908) 204-3002 

11. TRANSCONTINENTAL GAS PIPELINE 
Division Office 
3200 S Wood Ave 
Linden, NJ 07036 

3. JCP & L/ GPU 
Service Tax Dept 
PO Box 1911 
Morristown, NJ 07962-1911 

12. VERIZON BUSINESS/MCI 
Right of Way Dept. 
2400 N Glenville Dr 
Richardson, TX 75082 

4. PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC & GAS 
Manager - Corporate Properties 
80 Park Plaza, T6B 
Newark, NJ 07102 

9. ENVIRONMENTAL DISPOSAL CORP 
William Halsey, President 
PO Box 709 
Pluckemin,NJ 07978 
(908) 234-0677 

5. VERIZON COMMUNICATIONS 
Engineering 
290 W Mt Pleasant Ave; Ste 1400 
Livingston, NJ 07039-2763 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Numbers 1,3,4,5 and 7 are 

registered with the Township and 
REQUIRE NOTIFICATION 

If the property is adjacent to a State Highway, the 
COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION 

If the property is adjacent to a County Road, the 
SOMERSET COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

must be notified at must be notified at 

NEW JERSEY DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION 
1035 Parkway Ave., CN600 

Trenton, NJ 08625 

SOMERSET COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
PO Box 3000 

Somerville, NJ 08876 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Verizon Corporate Services Group, Inc. is proposing a guardhouse and accompanying 

improvements such as gates and necessary pull off area. The overall site is identified on the 

Township Tax Maps as Block 803, Lots 2, 3, 5, 6 and 23 in Bernards Towship, Somerset 

County, New Jersey. The project is located within the eastern portion of Lot 2, west of the North 

Maple Ave and on the entry road of Verizon Way. The proposed improvements consist of 

approximately 0.24 acres of the overall lot area of 34.991 acres. Under existing conditions, the 

project area just contains the existing entrance drive way, and some open space with 

landscaping or vegetation. A moderately to heavily wooded area surrounds the project area.  

 

Stormwater runoff generated by the addition of the proposed guardhouse and security pull off 

area will be managed through the existing stormwater management system and well as run off 

towards the existing wetlands area. The detailed drainage report presents data that 

demonstrate that the site improvements are de minimus when it comes to the quantity reduction 

(peak runoff rate reduction) requirement, and we have minimized the additional impervious to 

the greatest extent possible. Water quality treatment or groundwater recharge are not proposed 

as the project introduces 0.026 acres of new impervious cover to the Site, which is less than 

0.25 acres of new impervious cover triggering water quality treatment measures and 

groundwater recharge mitigation. Therefore, the proposed improvements do not qualify as a 

major development and requirements regarding water quantity, water quality and groundwater 

recharge per NJDEP and Township Ordinance will be shown to decrease or remain the same 

as existing conditions. 

 

The principal impacts of the proposed plan of development are those associated with a change 

in land use from an existing landscaped area to a pull-off area for the security team to utilize. 

Long term impacts to the site include re-grading of the site topography, and a minor increase in 

impervious area. Temporary impacts are anticipated to occur during the construction phase of 

the project and include soil loss, and increased noise and dust levels. All impacts will be 

minimized through appropriate application of mitigation procedures and best management 

practices. The project is located on a site zoned for office and research development and is 

compatible with surrounding land uses, which are dominated by office and lab research uses. 

 

This EIA has been prepared in accordance with the Bernards Township Land Development 

Ordinance §21-54.6 which requires the submission of a written environmental impact 

assessment and municipal checklist, which requires the submission of a written environmental 

impact assessment report and is intended to support plans prepared by Bohler Engineering NJ, 

LLC. The following chapters provide a project description, an inventory of existing environmental 



v  
Proposed Guardhouse, 300 North Maple Avenue, Bernards Township, New Jersey 
 

conditions on and around the site, an assessment of potential impacts associated with the 

proposed construction, a description of performance controls designed to mitigate adverse 

impacts, and a listing of required permits and approvals. 
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1. DESCRIPTION OF THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 
1.1 General Description 
 

 This Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) has been prepared by Bohler Engineering 

NJ, LLC on behalf of Verizon Corporate Services Group, Inc. to satisfy the Site Plan application 

requirements for the Bernards Township, Somerset County, New Jersey. This EIA has been 

prepared in accordance with the Bernards Township Land Development Ordinance §21-54.6 

which requires the submission of a written environmental impact assessment. 

 

 The applicant is proposing the construction of a security guardhouse with improved 

access drive within Bernards Township. The purpose of this assessment is to evaluate the 

environmental conditions of the project site, describe the proposed Project, and provide an 

analysis of the potential direct and indirect environmental impacts of the proposed 

improvements.   

 

 Specifically, the assessment will include information and analysis pertaining to the 

project location, project description, environmental inventory and a discussion of potential 

impacts, as well measures proposed to mitigate potential impacts. Relevant exhibits and 

documentation are included within the Appendix of this assessment. Project elements evaluated 

in this assessment are depicted on the “Preliminary and Final Site Plan” documents prepared by 

Bohler Engineering NJ, LLC. 

 

1.2 Master Planning and Zoning 
 

 The project site is located on a portion of the overall lot formally identified on the 

Township Tax Maps as Block 803, Lot 2, 3, 5, 6 and 23 in Bernards Township, Somerset 

County, New Jersey (Figure 1). The proposed security guardhouse and associated 

improvements shall hereby be referenced as “the project”. The project is located within the 

southwestern portion of Lot 2, southeast of the project boundary that borders Interstate Route 

287 and consists of approximately 0.24 acres of the overall lot area of 39.991 acres. Under 

existing conditions, the project area is previously developed with an existing access driveway 

and landscaped (mulched) area, and mowed turf. A moderately to heavily wooded area 

surrounds the Site. Please refer to the Site Location Maps (Figures 2, 3 and 4) in Appendix A 

for more information.   
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 Pursuant to the Bernards Township Zoning Map (Figure 5), the Site is located within the 

Office Laboratory 1 (E-1) Zone. According to the Bernards Township Land Development 

Ordinance, the E-1 Zone includes a conference inn as a conditional use that is required to 

comply with Sections 21 and 22 of the Ordinance.  

 

 The proposed Project is also in conformity with the general goals of the New Jersey 

State Plan. According to the State Plan Policy Map (Figure 6), the Site is located within 

Suburban Planning Area (PA-2). The planning goals for the Suburban Planning Area are to 

promote growth in compact forms in an effort to stabilize older suburbs, protect the character of 

existing communities and protect natural resources (New Jersey State Planning Commission, 

2001). These goals are accomplished by providing public facilities, consumer services and 

community activities for surrounding residential uses in core areas to take advantage of public 

transportation services. Medium to high density development is encouraged in these areas to 

utilize existing infrastructure, while attempting to prevent urban/suburban sprawl into 

surrounding lesser developed areas. The proposed development is consistent with these State 

Plan goals and objectives for the Suburban Planning Area.   

 

1.3 Sanitary Sewage and Potable Water Supply 
 

The project will not require additional flows to the Bernards Township Sewerage 

Authority or make additional demands for potable water. 

 

1.4 Stormwater Management Facilities 
 

Stormwater runoff generated by the driveway expansion and construction of the 

proposed guardhouse will be de minimus. The detailed drainage report presents data that 

demonstrate that the site design minimizes the peak runoff rate to the greatest extent possible. 

Water quality treatment or groundwater recharge are not proposed as the project introduces 

0.026 acres of new impervious cover to the Site, which is less than 0.25 acres of new 

impervious cover triggering water quality treatment measures and groundwater recharge 

mitigation. Therefore, the stormwater management system addresses the requirements 

regarding water quantity, water quality and groundwater recharge per NJDEP and Township 

Ordinance. 
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1.5 Utilities Plan 
 

 Utilities to be provided to the proposed project include electricity for the proposed 

guardhouse and stormwater conveyance pipes associated with the stormwater management 

system. All utilities will be located underground. 

 

1.6 Solid Waste Plan 
 

 All construction debris generated on-site and any existing on-site debris will be 

transported by a licensed waste hauler, in accordance with the requirements of the Somerset 

County Public Works. 

 

 The proposed driveway expansion is not considered a trash generating activity. Trash 

receptacles will be located within the new parking area and will follow the existing protocol on 

site for trash collection and removal.  
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2. INVENTORY OF EXISTING NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

 The following section is an inventory of the present land use and environmental 

conditions at the Site including features such as topography, geology, soils, water resources, 

vegetation, wildlife, threatened and endangered species, and historical/cultural resources. This 

inventory will establish a baseline to which the proposed Project can be analyzed and compared 

to ascertain potential environmental impacts.   

 

2.1 Topography 

 

 The Site is located on the property near the lowest topographic points of the property. 

The Site slopes generally in from the existing building and Verizon Way towards an existing pair 

of drainage structures in the roadway. The low point of the roadway is located approximately 

100 feet east of the proposed guardhouse at approximately 262 feet above m.s.l. The drainage 

structures near the proposed guardhouse collect runoff and direct it east towards Verizon Way. 

To the north and south of the Site are existing wetlands at approximately 256 feet above m.s.l. 

and are hydrologically connected via an underground culvert found through the center of the 

proposed project area and represent riparian wetlands.  

 

Pursuant to the Township Ordinance, steep slopes are those defined as land areas with 

slopes exceeding 15%. According to the NRCS mapping in the vicinity of the Site, areas of 

steep slopes exist, however there are no steep slopes within the project disturbance area.  

 

2.2 Geology 

 

New Jersey is divided into four regions, known as physiographic provinces, which are 

areas with similar rock types, geologic structures and a common geologic history. The Site is 

situated within the Piedmont Physiographic Province of New Jersey with a small portion along 

the eastern property boundary located in the Piedmont Physiographic Province (Figure 7). The 

Piedmont Physiographic Province consists of approximately 1,600 acres occupying all or parts 

of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex, Morris, Somerset, and Union 

counties and extends from the Highlands in northwest New Jersey to the Coastal Plain in 

central and southern New Jersey. Landforms generally consist of low rolling plains and gently 

sloping hills divided by a series of higher ridges. Underlying formations predominately include 

partially folded and faulted sedimentary rocks dating to the Triassic and Jurassic periods (240 – 

140 million years old). Sedimentary classes of rock include siltstone, shale, sandstone, 

mudstone, and conglomerates.  
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 Bedrock is the solid rock beneath the soil and surficial rock. According to NJ 

GeoWeb Mapping, the majority of the site is underlain by the Boonton Formation (Jb), which is 

characterized by sandstone, siltstone and mudstone, fne-grained (Figure 8).  

 

 Surficial geology refers to the unconsolidated sediments that overlie bedrock 

formations. These unconsolidated sediments are classified onsite as weathered shale, 

mudstone and sandstone (Qws) (Figure 9). The Qws unit can be as much as 10 feet thick. 

 

2.3 Soils  

 

 Soils are formed through the interaction of a variety of physical, chemical, and biological 

factors that include climate, parent material, topography, biological activities, and time. The 

degree to which any or all of these factors affect the local soil characteristics is quite variable, 

generally leading to the formation of a mosaic of soil types in any particular locality. The United 

States Department of Agriculture has, through the Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS), mapped soils in detail for New Jersey.   

 

 According to the Natural Resource Conservation Service’s Web Soil Survey (Figure 10), 

the onsite soils include Rowland (RorAt) soils.  

 

Rowland soil series (RorAt) are located over the entire project site. This soil type is a 

very fine loamy soil, which consists of very deep, moderately well or somewhat poorly drained 

soils with 0 to 2 percent slopes. Permeability is moderately rapid to moderate above and below 

the fragipan. Available water capacity is very low. According to the NRCS, seasonal high water 

perched at a depth of one to three feet below ground surface (Figure 11). 

 

Rowland soils have been classified by NRCS as Group “C” soils.  Group “C” soils have 

slow infiltration rates when thoroughly wet. These soils generally have a layer that impedes the 

downward movement of water (Figure 12). 

 

2.4 Groundwater Resources 

 

 Ground water is all water within the soil and subsurface strata that is not at the surface 

of the land. It includes water that is within the earth that supplies wells and springs. Ground 

water resources are often functionally linked to overlying land area and surface water bodies; 

ground water is often recharged through “outcrop” area at the land surface and ground water 

discharges (“seeps”) may contribute to base flows of streams and rivers.  
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 The ground water yields of any particular geological formation are a function of the 

porosity and permeability of the material comprising the formation (consolidated rock or 

unconsolidated deposits). Porosity describes the water-containing spaces between individual 

mineral grains, while permeability is the ease or difficulty with which water is transmitted through 

interconnecting spaces in the formation. Formations lacking open spaces between the mineral 

grains have both low porosity and low permeability. Weathering and cracking of the parent 

bedrock can induce secondary porosity in the formation; water can accumulate and move 

through these features in the primary rock formation. 

 

 The site is underlain by sandstone, siltstone and mudstone. Ground water is stored and 

transmitted in fractures and bedding planes of the bedrock. (Figure 13).  Water within this 

geologic unit is generally of good quality, but locally may require chemical treatment for 

hardness, iron and manganese. (N.J.G.S., 1998). 

 

 The NJ-GeoWeb map ranks the aquifer recharge potential for the project site as 16 to 23 

in/yr (Figure 14).   

 

Seven sole-source aquifers are defined in New Jersey, which are those aquifers that 

contribute more than 50% of the drinking water to a specific area. The site is underlain by the 

Buried Valley sole source aquifer area. This aquifer covers an 80 square mile area in Essex, 

Morris, Somerset and Union counties and includes portions of the following watersheds: 

Whippany River, Passaic River (Upper and Lower), Raritan River, and Rahway River. The 

groundwater supplied by this aquifer is estimated to be approximately 40 million gallons per 

year (US EPA, 1980). 

 

According to the NJ GeoWeb GIS mapping (Figure 15), the project area is located 

within a Tier-2 Wellhead Protection Area, community wells extend northwest and southwest of 

the project site approximately 5,600 feet from the project area. 

 

2.5 Surface Waters  
 

 The site is located within the Upper Passaic, Whippany and Rockaway Watershed 

Management Area, within the Whippany River watershed. The project area drains to Passaic 

River Upper (above Osborn Mills) HUC-14 Sub-Watershed (Figure 16). The closest 

watercourse to the project area is the Passaic River unnamed tributary, which flows in a 

southwest to northeast direction approximately 50 feet north and south of the project area 

(Figure 17). Passaic River unnamed tributary has a State Surface Water Quality Classification 
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of Freshwater Trout Production (FW2-TP). Pursuant to the Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rules 

at N.J.A.C 7:13, a 300-foot riparian buffer from the top of bank associated with the tributary.   

 

 Under existing conditions, the drainage pattern for the project area generally follows 

existing topography. The site drains southeast towards the tributary located along the 

southeastern lot boundary.  
 

 According to the National Flood Insurance Program’s Flood Insurance Rate Map FEMA 

Panel # 34027C0301F and 34035C0056E (9/28/2007), the proposed project is located with of 

areas subject to flooding and will be subject to Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rules (Figure 

18). A LURP application will be submitted to the NJDEP to confirm regulated areas located 

within the proposed project area are permitted properly. 

 

2.6  Freshwater Wetlands  

 

The NJDEP GeoWeb Mapping of the project area indicated wetland habitats within 150 

feet of the project area to the south (Figure 19). A wetland delineation with survey flag location 

was performed on the property on July 7, 2021. The majority of wetland habitat was identified 

along the Passaic River unnamed tributary to the north and south of the Site. A stormwater 

culvert is located in the general vicinity of the project area. A Letter of Interpretation 

Presence/Absence Footprint of Disturbance application has been submitted to the NJDEP to 

confirm wetland regulated areas are located within the proposed project area. 

 

2.7 Vegetation & Wildlife Habitat  

 

Vegetation is the plant life or total plant cover that is found in a specific area, whether 

indigenous or introduced by humans. The Piedmont Physiographic Province of New Jersey 

contains a diverse mixture of major terrestrial plant habitats, including freshwater marshes, 

bogs, swamps and floodplains, upland valleys and slopes, upland ridges and rock outcrops 

(Robichaud and Buell, 1973). This habitat diversity results in a mosaic of plant communities 

occurring in small areas. 

 

The NJDEP has mapped general vegetation communities and land uses through the 

state using 2012 aerial photographs. According to the NJ-GeoWeb Mapping, vegetation 

communities mapped for the Site included forest land use. No other land uses were identified on 

site. (Figure 20).  
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During wetland delineation activities, the immediate project area was observed as being 

fully developed. Adjacent areas to the project can be characterized as moderately to heavily 

wooded. 

 

The utility of an area as wildlife habitat depends on many factors. All wildlife species 

require food, water, cover and space. The relative abundance or lack of these resources in 

relation to each species’ particular requirements will, in part, determine the species composition 

and distribution of a particular area. In addition, the types of vegetative communities present, 

the size, shape and complexity of the habitat(s), and the surrounding land uses will further 

interact to determine the success of various wildlife species at the location being considered.  

Some wildlife species have demonstrated great adaptability and tolerance to human 

presence/disturbance; others are less able to tolerate such activities and are displaced to more 

suitable habitats, if such are available and accessible. 

 

The NJDEP Landscape Project (Version 3.3) is a wildlife habitat mapping program that 

is used to identify and map critical wildlife habitats for endangered, threatened and special 

concern species. The Landscape Project provides mapping for five distinctive land cover types:  

forest, emergent wetlands, forested wetlands, grasslands and beach/dune. The maps are based 

on land use classification and rare species locations. Each mapped area appears as a shaded 

color from light to dark (5 rankings) indicating its relative priority ranking.  Rank 1 is the lowest 

priority ranking, while Rank 5 is the highest priority ranking. Rank 1 meets the minimum area 

requirements, but no data exists for the presence of priority species (NJDEP, Division of Fish 

and Wildlife, Endangered & Nongame Species Program, 2016). This is the NJDEP’s lowest 

priority ranking and is defined as areas meeting the minimum size requirements but with no 

documented sightings of threatened or endangered species. Rank 2 contains records of priority 

species, which are species of special concern. Ranks 3, 4 and 5 indicate that the identified land 

cover type has been identified as providing habitat for State threatened (Rank 3), state 

endangered (Rank 4), or federally threatened or endangered (Rank 5) species.   

The project area and surrounding forested areas were assigned a Rank 5 for federally 

protected threatened/endangered species. (Figure 21).  
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Avian species may utilize the adjacent forested areas for habitat and may include: 

 
Table 1 

Potential Onsite Avian Species 

Scientific Name Common name 

Cardinalis cardinalis Northern cardinal 

Carpodacus mexicanus house finch 

Cathartes aura turkey vulture 

Corvus brachyrhynchos American crow 

Cyanocitta cristata blue jay 

Dumetella carolinensis gray catbird 

Mimus polyglottos mockingbird 

Parus atricapillus black capped chickadee 

Parus bicolor tufted titmouse 

Passer domesticus house sparrow 

Poecile carolinensis Carolina chickadee 

Quiscalus quiscula common grackle 

Spizella pusilla field sparrow 

Sturnus vulgaris European starling 

Toxostoma rufum brown thrasher 

Troglodytes aedon house wren 

Turdus migratorius American robin 

Zenaida macroura mourning dove 
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Small mammals may utilize the adjacent forested areas for habitat and may include:  

 
Table 2 

Potential Onsite Mammal Species 

Scientific Name Common name 

Blarina brevicauda shorttail shrew 

Marmota monax  ground hog 

Mephitis mephitis  striped skunk 

Peromyscus leucopus  white footed mouse 

Peromyscus maniculatus  deer mouse 

Procyon lotor  raccoon 

Scalopus aquaticus Eastern mole 

Sciurus carolinensis gray squirrel 

Sylvilagus floridanus  Eastern cottontail 

Tamias striatus Eastern chipmunk 

 

2.8 Air Quality  

 

 Ambient air quality in the vicinity is tracked by the NJDEP. The nearest air monitoring 

stations to the Site include Chester and Ramapo, which both monitor Ozone, Chester on a 

regular basis and Ramapo on a seasonal basis. At the time of the preparation of this report, the 

NJDEP was reporting “good” air quality for northern New Jersey with low levels of pollutants 

such as ozone (O3) and particulates (PM2.5). According to the most recent Air Quality Index 

Summary (2018), New Jersey averages “good” air quality 145 days a year, “moderate” air 

quality 198 days a year, and “unhealthy for sensitive groups” 22 days a year. 

 

2.9 Cultural, Historical or Archeological Resources 

 

According to the New Jersey and National Registers of Historic Places (NJDEP, last 

updated October 1, 2020), no historic or eligible for listing resources are located on or 

immediately adjacent to the site (Appendix B). Based on a review of the NJDEP GeoWeb 

Mapping for the site, no historic resources are mapped on or immediately adjacent to the site. 
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3. PROJECT IMPACTS & PROTECTIVE MEASURES 
 

 As with any development activity, the proposed Project will have some impact on the 

natural environment in some fashion. Below is a discussion of the potential Project impacts on 

the site, surrounding area, and environment that may occur as a result of the proposed site 

improvements. A discussion of potential mitigation measures and best management practices 

(BMPs) that may be employed before, during, and after construction to minimize potential 

impacts of the proposed Project has also been included. These measures will serve to reduce 

and/or eliminate potential adverse impacts to the site, surrounding area, and environment so 

that the overall environmental impact of the Project may be reduced.    

 

3.1 Impacts to Topography  
 

 As depicted on the “Grading Plan”, impacts to topography for the proposed project will 

include re-grading in the vicinity of the access driveway for site clearing and expansion of the 

proposed roadway. Under proposed conditions, the topography of the Site will continue to slope 

from northwest to southeast, similar to current conditions. The proposed low point will remain 

approximately 100 feet east of the proposed guardhouse at approximately 262 feet above m.s.l.  
 

3.2 Soil Erosion and Sediment Control 
 

 Soil erosion and sedimentation can occur both during the construction and operational 

phases of the Project. During the construction phase, stormwater runoff and wind may result in 

the movement of soils and sediments from unstabilized materials. This impact is proposed to be 

controlled during construction through the implementation of an approved Soil Erosion and 

Sediment Control Plan by the Somerset-Union Soil Conservation District, as well as by careful 

adherence to the sequence of construction described on the Soil Erosion and Sediment Control 

Plan.  

 

As depicted on the “Soil Erosion & Sediment Control Plan”, the following structural and 

non-structural soil erosion Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be implemented during 

construction: placement of silt fencing and/or silt fencing around the limit of disturbance, 

temporary soil stockpiles surrounded with silt fencing, temporary vegetative cover standards, 

inlet filter covers over all existing and proposed stormwater inlets, and anti-tracking stabilized 

construction access driveway entrance off the existing parking area. Soil management factors 

that prevent erosion hazards and minimize the creation of airborne particulate and dust will be 

monitored by the onsite inspector for the proposed construction. Following completion of 

construction, soil erosion and sediment control will be able to continue to be controlled through 
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measures such as the implementation and maintenance of the inlet filter grates, permanent 

vegetative cover, regular property maintenance, and curbing.   

 

3.3 Impacts to Geology  
 

 Excavations will be required for the placement of the underground utilities and 

underground stormwater management basin. Excavations required are anticipated to be 8 to 10 

feet below ground surface. According to the NRCS Soil Survey for the Site, excavation for 

underground utilities and stormwater will occur into the overlying glacial deposits, which consist 

of sands, silts, clays and sandstone fragments.   

 

 Adverse impacts to the geology of the site and surrounding area are not expected to 

occur as a result of the proposed project 

 

3.4 Impacts to Surface Waters  
 

The unnamed tributary to the Passaic River is located to the north and south of the 

project area. However, none of the surface waters will be impacted with this project. The 

Passaic River unnamed tributary is located approximately 50 feet southeast and northeast of 

the project area. Development of the project is proposed within the riparian buffers associated 

with above referenced tributary, however, they will not impact surface water resources. The 

construction of the proposed project is expected to have a minimal impact to the surface water 

resources within the vicinity of the project area. Potential short-term impacts to surface water 

quality are generally associated with soil loss, erosion, and sedimentation during construction 

activities. As previously described in Sections 2.1 and 2.3, topographic and soils disturbance will 

occur over 0.238 acres of the lot area for the proposed guardhouse construction and drive aisle 

expansion. Any adverse impacts will be minimized by the installation and maintenance of 

proven soil erosion and sediment control measures presented in the plans. These measures will 

retain disturbed soil sediment within the areas of construction and will mitigate the potential for 

sediment being transported to the existing storm sewer system and/or offsite streams. 

 

The proposed improvements include the construction of the guardhouse, drive aisle 

expansion, landscaping, and stormwater utility improvements.  

 

The project proposes an increase in impervious cover by 0.02 acres over existing 

conditions. The regulatory threshold for providing water quality treatment and groundwater 

recharge mitigation is 0.25 acres. Therefore, the project is addressing only water quantity 

control with regard to stormwater management.  
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The proposed Project is not anticipated to result in any significant adverse impacts to 

surface waters or water quality. 

 

3.5 Surface Drainage 
 

 In New Jersey, projects resulting in over 1 acre of land disturbance or 0.25 acres of new 

impervious surfaces are required to comply with the NJDEP’s Stormwater Management Rules 

at N.J.A.C. 7:8. As required by the regulations, municipal entities are responsible to ensure 

projects meet the required or applicable standards for stormwater runoff including quantity 

control, quality control, and groundwater recharge. Land disturbance does not exceed 1 acre 

and new impervious surfaces is under 0.25 acres; therefore, stormwater quantity control is not 

required.   

 

 The onsite stormwater management facilities will be designed to minimize the increase 

in peak rate onsite stormwater runoff being discharged from the property. This will be achieved 

by collecting onsite runoff via the existing stormwater management system.  

 

3.6 Freshwater Wetlands 
 

 The project has been designed to avoid regulated wetland areas to the maximum extent 

feasible, however due to proximity to the unnamed Passaic Tributary, the project site appears to 

be within the Freshwater Wetlands transition area. A Freshwater Wetland Letter of Interpretation 

Presence/Absence Footprint of Disturbance has been submitted to the NJDEP to confirm extent 

of project activities that are located within freshwater wetland regulated areas. 

 

3.7 Groundwater Impacts 
  

 Primary sources for groundwater pollution include infiltration of contaminated 

stormwater, malfunctioning septic systems, underground storage tank leakage, and uncontrolled 

discharges of wastes.  Waste handling is required to comply with State and Federal standards 

and rules. The proposed stormwater management design will include methods to safely collect 

stormwater runoff from high pollutant loading areas such as the parking and access drive areas 

of the site. Runoff from this high pollutant loading area will not be permitted to recharge directly 

to groundwater.   
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3.8 Vegetation & Wildlife Habitat Impacts   
 

Construction for the proposed development involves construction of a guardhouse and 

expansion of the existing access drive. Disturbance is proposed within previously developed or 

mowed turf areas. No mature forested areas are disturbed with this project. A landscaping plan 

has been prepared as part of this project to re-establish vegetation along project area borders. 

  

As indicated within the Preliminary and Final Site Plan package, a landscaping plan will 

be implemented to enhance the aesthetic features of the development. The plan provides for 

the installation of an aesthetically pleasing arrangement of trees along the drive aisle expansion. 

 

During construction, potential mammalian and avian species utilizing the project area 

edges for habitat will likely be displaced into adjacent areas. Upon completion of construction, 

these species may return to landscaped portions of the site. In addition, the project area is 

known or mapped to contain suitable habitat for threatened or endangered species. As the 

project area has been previously disturbed and actively maintained, no adverse impacts to any 

threatened or endangered species or their respective habitat are anticipated to occur as a result 

of the proposed site improvements.  

 

Overall, adverse impacts to vegetation, wildlife or wildlife habitat will not occur as a result 

of the proposed site improvements.   

 

3.9 Air Quality Impacts 
 

 Currently, air quality at the site is primarily impacted by vehicular traffic along Verizon 

Way. 

 

 During construction, all possible measures to reduce air pollution from construction 

equipment emissions and control of dust will be taken. During operation, the development is 

anticipated to result in negligible increases in emissions resultant of vehicular traffic associated 

with visitors, and/or employees.  

 

 Overall, the proposed development is not anticipated to result in any significant impacts 

to air quality.   

 

 

3.10 Solid Waste Disposal  
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 During construction, construction wastes and materials will be collected, transported, 

and disposed of offsite by a private contractor. All wastes will be exported offsite to appropriate 

collection facilities based on the type and quantity of materials. Burning or dumping of onsite 

debris will not be permitted.   

 

 Upon completion of construction, the proposed guardhouse and pull off area are not 

anticipated to generate significant waste to materials normally collected on site. Therefore, 

management of operational wastes will be incorporated into existing solid waste measures 

employed at the site. Solid waste disposal will continue to be performed in accordance with all 

applicable local, county, and State standards and regulations.   

 

3.11 Traffic & Circulation 
 

A traffic analysis report as not been prepared for this project.  

 

3.12 Impacts to Cultural, Historical or Archeological Resources 
 

As discussed in Section 2.9 above, the site and surrounding area is not known to contain 

documented cultural or historic features or resources. Destruction or degradation of cultural 

historic features is not anticipated to occur as a result of the proposed site improvements.   

 

There is a low probability for the existence of any archeological resources near the soil 

surface that would be potentially disturbed during construction. Should any archeological 

resources or remains be encountered during construction, all construction activities will 

immediately cease, the proper authorities will be notified, and the matter will be handled in 

accordance will all applicable laws, regulations, and standard operating procedures.   

 

3.13 Socio-Economic Impacts 

 

Population increase will not occur as a result of the proposed improvements as it will not 

be providing additional residences. As such, no people, farms, or existing businesses shall be 

displaced by the proposed facility. There is no projected need for any increase in municipal 

services such as schools, police, or fire. In compliance with local zoning and the Master Plan, 

the proposed Project is consistent with surrounding land uses and will not result in undesirable 

land use patterns.  

 

3.14 Noise Level Increases 
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 The State of New Jersey regulates noise under the New Jersey Noise Control Act, 

N.J.A.C. 7:29. This Act contains both protocols for assessing noise impacts as well as the 

allowable noise levels. Allowable noise levels differ for residential properties and commercial 

zoned areas.  The regulations are as follows: 

 

 Residential: 

 7:00 AM – 10:00 PM 65 DBA at the nearest property line 

 10:00 PM – 7:00 AM 50 DBA at the nearest property line 

 

 Commercial:  65 DBA at the nearest property lines at all times. 

  

 During the construction phase, the noise levels will be slightly elevated as a result of 

construction activities, such as the operation of construction equipment. No blasting will occur.  

These disturbances will be limited to the Site construction time period and normal working 

hours.   

 

 After completion of the Project, the noise level will be reduced to normal commercial 

levels. Noise generating operations that will occur onsite include vehicular traffic, pedestrian 

activities, mechanical equipment (air conditioners, etc.), and delivery activities. Noise levels are 

anticipated to be levels far below than those allowed by State regulations. The noise levels of 

the proposed parking area are anticipated to have a negligible impact on the Site and the 

surrounding vicinity, given the nature of the proposed use and its location near Route287, a 

major interstate highway already impacted by heavy vehicular traffic.  

 

3.15 Artificial Lighting 

 

Decorative and/or safety lighting is proposed through the Project Site. The lighting plan 

will be designed in accordance with all applicable Bernards Township regulations to the greatest 

extent possible.    

 

Under proposed conditions, artificial lighting levels will not exceed the minimum 

necessary for safety in and around the facility. Minimal lighting is proposed to meet the lighting 

standards, minimizing spill over to adjacent properties Adjacent properties are not anticipated to 

be adversely impacted as a result of the proposed Site improvements.  

 

3.16 Aesthetics 
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Development of the Site is not anticipated to have any adverse impacts on aesthetics.  

Landscaping and vegetation are proposed to serve as screening and buffer areas, 

architecturally pleasing and complimentary building facades will be incorporated as feasible. 
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4. LIST OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION MEASURES 
 

 The following is a listing of environmental protection and mitigation measures within the 

site design to be employed during site construction and operation.   

 

 Placement of silt fencing around the limit of disturbance 

 Temporary soil stockpile with silt fencing 

 Erosion blankets for slopes 3:1 or greater 

 Existing & proposed inlet filter covers  

 Stabilized anti-tracking construction entrance 

 Pull-off areas have been proposed with minimal slope to decrease the velocity of 

overland flows 

 Proposed landscaping  

 Low maintenance landscaping and native species shall be planted as feasible  

 Lawn areas and potential use of fertilizers and pesticides has been minimized.  
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5. LIST OF UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE IMPACTS 
 

Criteria Short Term Impacts Long Term Impacts Reversible Impacts Irreversible Impacts 

Topography Grading  Grading 
Alteration of topography, 
general patterns respected 

Leveling of the Site. 

Geology 
Excavations for underground 
utilities, and foundations. 

None anticipated 
Excavations for underground 
utilities, and foundations.  

None anticipated 

Soils Land clearing, potential soil erosion Grading, fill  
Potential soil erosion – 
mitigation proposed 

None 

Groundwater None anticipated None anticipated. None. None anticipated 

Surface Water 
Potential soil erosion impact 
during construction - mitigation 
proposed 

None anticipated. None. None anticipated 

Wetlands 
Reconstruction of two man-made 
basins containing wetlands 

None. None None anticipated. 

Vegetation & 
Wildlife Habitat 

Disturbance to avian & small 
mammal habitat during 
construction. 

None None None anticipated 

Air Quality 
Minor related to dust generation & 
increased emissions during 
construction 

Negligible 
Construction related impacts 
will dissipate post construction, 
increased vehicular use at site 

None anticipated 

Noise 
Increased noise levels during 
construction 

Negligible  
Increased noise levels during 
construction 

None anticipated 

Historic 
Resources 

None anticipated None anticipated None anticipated None anticipated 
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6. ALTERNATIVES 
 

 The proposed project is located on a previously disturbed site, thereby protecting 

natural resources on remaining portions of the lot. Also, as discussed in the Sections above, 

various BMPs and protective measures are incorporated into the design of the site to reduce 

or eliminate potential environmental impacts.  
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7. ANTICIPATED REQUIRED LICENSES, PERMITS AND APPROVALS 
 

Agency Permit/Approval Status 
Bernards Township 
Zoning Board of 
Adjustment 

Preliminary and Final Site Plan Approval Subject of this 

application  

Bernards Township Building Permit Review To be submitted 
Somerset County 
Planning Board 

Exemption Exempt 

Somerset-Union Soil 
Conservation District 

Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Pending 

New Jersey Department 
of Environmental 
Protection 

Freshwater Wetland LOI 

Presence/Absence Footprint of 

Disturbance 

Flood Hazard Area Individual Permit 

Freshwater Wetlands GP10B 

Pending 
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8. SUMMARY 
 

 In conclusion, as discussed and detailed above, the proposed improvements are 

anticipated to have minimal impact on environmental resources. The site improvements have 

been designed to be compatible with and compliment onsite uses and minimizes to the 

maximum extent possible, impacts to natural features on undeveloped portions of the site. 

Implementation of the proposed improvements are anticipated to result in minimal short-term 

and long-term adverse environmental impacts relative to the existing development state and 

the surrounding land uses. Minor impacts will be minimized and mitigated through proper 

engineering, planning and design, proper construction management techniques, as well as 

implementation of the various mitigation measures and BMP’s discussed within this 

assessment. It is not anticipated that any significant unmitigated impacts to the environment 

or the residents of the Bernards Township will occur as a result of this Project. The Project 

will be designed to comply with local, county, and State development standards and planning 

objectives and will not pose significant impacts to the natural environment or local 

community.  
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	BERNARDS TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL  COMMISSION MINUTES –   February 28, 2022 – 7pm
	FLAG SALUTE
	ROLL CALL
	APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
	REPORTS & MISCELLANEUS CORRESPONDENCE
	a. Roux – Freshwater Wetlands Letter General Permit 10B No comment
	DISCUSSION
	a. Update General Application Comments General Application Comments will updated and sent around to the committee. No further discussion.
	b. Annual Report Debra DeWitt will submit the Annual Report to the Township Committee. No further comments.
	c. Subcommittee Reports
	i. Applications - John Crane, James LaMaire and Corey Fischer No comment
	ii. ANJEC - Nancy Cook, Alice Smyk and Todd Edelstein
	1. Storm Water Resolution The Committee will look over the resolution before any further recommendation.
	iii. Native Pollinator Group/Plant Sale – Debra DeWitt and Sarah Wolfson Plant sale starts April 1st. Other than that, the Native Pollinator Group has been hosting webinars and talking about native plants and pollinators.
	iv. Community Outreach/Education – Debra DeWitt and Nancy Cook Outreach continues to be posted to the Bernards Township main site and Facebook including a segment on what you can and cannot recycle.
	v. Guerilla Gardening – Sarah Wolfson Currently planning to do more activities in the spring. Currently collecting jugs with a Ridge High School student to help with gardening.
	vi. Charter Day/AmeriCorps Watershed Project
	1. Charter Day Information Looking for volunteers who are able to man the table at Charter Day.
	a. Nash – ZB 21-037 – 61 Archgate Road – Front Yard Setback for a one-story open porch.
	No environmental concerns.
	Motion by Corey Fischer, seconded by James LaMaire. All in favor, motion carried.
	c. Yochum – ZB 22-001 – 58 Penwood Road - “C” variance for lot coverage (addition to existing dwelling.  Regarding stormwater storage and recharge on this application, the side of the pool water surface is unclear. If it is over 600 sq feet, the stora...
	Motion by Corey Fischer, seconded by John Crane. All in favor, motion carried.
	d. Maloney – ZB 22-003 – 109 Woodman Lane – Variance to allow construction of an inground pool not located behind the rear building lines of adjacent dwellings.
	d. Maloney – ZB 22-003 – 109 Woodman Lane – Variance to allow construction of an inground pool not located behind the rear building lines of adjacent dwellings.
	Motion by Debra DeWitt, seconded by Corey Fischer. All in favor, motion carried.
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