
TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS 
PLANNING BOARD

MINUTES v3  

REGULAR SESSION 

March 16, 2021 

Chairwoman Piedici called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM. 

FLAG SALUTE 

OPEN MEETING STATEMENT 
Chairwoman Piedici read the following open meeting and procedural statement: 

“In accordance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Law of 1975, notice of this meeting of the 
Planning Board of the Township of Bernards was posted on the bulletin board in the reception hall of the Municipal 

Building, Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ, was mailed to the Bernardsville News, Whippany, and to the Courier 
News, Bridgewater on January 20, 2021 and was mailed to all those people who have requested individual notice 

and paid the required fee. 

“The following procedure has been adopted by the Bernards Township Planning Board.  There will be no new cases 

heard after 10:00 p.m. and no new witnesses or testimony heard after 10:30 p.m.” 

ROLL CALL: 
Members Present: Asay, Baumann, Crane,* Damurjian, Eorio, Esposito,* Fields, McNally, Manduke, Piedici 

Members Absent: Mastrangelo 

Also Present: Board Attorney, Jonathan E. Drill, Esq.; Township Planner, David Schley, PP, AICP; 
Board Planner, David Banisch, PP, AICP; Board Secretary, Cyndi Kiefer 

*Via Telephone

Moved by Ms. Asay, seconded by Ms. Manduke, all eligible in favor and carried, that the absence of Ms. Mastrangelo be 

excused. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
March 2, 2021 - Regular Session - On motion made by Mayor Fields and seconded by Mr. McNally, all eligible in favor 

and carried, the minutes were adopted as drafted. 

APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 
Martin, J./Berman, L.; Block 2001, Lot 4; 35 Spruce Street; PB19-006 (approved) - Mr. Damurjian moved to approve 
the resolution as drafted.  Ms. Asay seconded. 

Roll call: Aye: Asay, Damurjian, Esposito, McNally, Manduke, Piedici 

Nay: NONE 

Abstain: Crane (recused), Baumann, Eorio, Fields (all ineligible) 

RESOLUTION #21-06 – Award of Change Order #1 – 2020 Professional Services Contract for Planning Board 
Planner.  Mr. Damurjian moved to approve the resolution as drafted.  Ms. Manduke seconded. 

Roll call: Aye: Asay, Baumann, Crane, Damurjian, Esposito, Fields, McNally, Manduke, 
Piedici 

Nay: NONE 
Abstain: Eorio (ineligible) 

MASTER PLAN REVIEW 

Present: Jennifer Gander, Director, Bernards Township Parks and Recreation Dept. 
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Referring to his memo dated 03/12/2021, Mr. Banisch stated that Ms. Gander had provided responses to Chairwoman 

Piedici’s request for comments and updates on the Parks and Recreation Plan Element of the Master Plan and that 

those comments provide an initial basis for the Board’s review of the element.  Ms. Gander confirmed that an 
assessment survey will be launched during the late spring and that she would update the Board once the feedback 

has been analyzed over the summer. 
 

In response to a comment about how to further enhance the connectivity between the recreational areas in the 

Township, Mr. Banisch showed a composite map of two (2) maps from the Master Plan:  The Bicycle, Pedestrian and 
Greenway Plan (Figure V-4) and Active and Passive Recreation Areas (Figure VII-1).  Opining that the composite map 

showed the difficulties involved in enhancing connectivity, he suggested that the Board consider establishing bike 
path signage or dedicated bike/pedestrian walking lanes along roadways that are wide enough to accommodate 

them.  He stated that the opportunity to request such things usually arises during site plan or subdivision application 
hearings.  Should the developer be amenable, it becomes a condition of approval hence, the cost is born by the 

developer, not the Township.  A straw poll indicated that the Board was in favor of continuing this practice. 

 
Noting that Ms. Gander had recommended in her review that several items listed in the element’s Goals and 

Objectives section had been completed and should therefore be removed or adjusted, Mr. Banisch suggested that 
rather than removing them, they should be revised and continue as policy statements.  The Board was in favor of that 

suggestion and asked Ms. Gander and Mr. Banisch to work together to make those revisions. 

 
Chairwoman Piedici opened the meeting to the public, either present or via telephone, for comments about the Parks 

and Recreation Plan Element. 
 

Todd Edelstein, 172 Riverside Drive, suggested that the composite map that Mr. Banisch had shown be included in 

the 2021 Master Plan.  He also commented on revisions to that map and also felt that requests to developers for 
connectivity amenities should remain as suggestions so as not to become too onerous. 

 
Hearing no further comments, that portion of the meeting was closed. 

 
Chairwoman Piedici asked Ms. Gander to advise the Board when the survey results are ready and advised that she 

would then be scheduled to return for further discussion and review of the element. 

 
COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS 

Chairwoman Piedici stated that Application PB21-002, Adriane Shaw, would be heard at the 04/20/2021 meeting.  
This application was originally scheduled to be heard during the 03/02/2021 meeting however because of insufficient 

notice, it was removed from the agenda.  The applicant requested that a new hearing date be set as soon as possible 

since it was not the applicant’s fault or the Board’s fault that the hearing had to be rescheduled.  Noting that there is 
also an application scheduled to be heard on 05/04/2021, Chairwoman Piedici stated that the next Master Plan 

discussion would be held during the 05/18/2021 meeting. 
 

COMMENTS FROM STAFF - None 
 

ADJOURN 

On motion by Ms. Asay, seconded by Ms. Manduke, all eligible in favor and carried, the meeting was adjourned at 
8:16 PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Cyndi Kiefer, Secretary 
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