
Please call 24 hours in advance (908) 204-3001  
if accommodations are required, including assistive listening devices (ALD). 

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP - TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
COMBINED AGENDA - REGULAR MEETING 

December 23, 2025 –  1:30 PM  
The meeting will be held in the Warren Craft Meeting Room, in the Municipal Building, 1 Collyer Lane, 
Basking Ridge, NJ.  The meeting will be live streamed and can be found by clicking on the “Watch a 
Meeting Live” icon on the home page, www.bernards.org and can also be viewed live on 
Optimum/Cablevision TV - Channel 15 and Verizon FiOS TV - Channel 2135.   

A G E N D A 

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. FLAG SALUTE

3. MAYOR’S OPENING MEETING STATEMENT

4. ROLL CALL

5. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if required)

6. PRESENTATIONS

7. PUBLIC WORK SESSION (if required)

8. CORRESPONDENCE

9. PUBLIC COMMENT

10. STAFF COMMENTS, TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE COMMENTS AND BOARD / LIAISON
REPORTS

11. FIRE & RESCUE APPOINTMENT

12. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Ordinance #2590 - Accepting a Accepting a Riparian Zone Conservation Easement on Property

Located at 24 Briar Lane; Block 3402, Lot 9, from 301 Garrett, LLC, to the Township of Bernards 
– Map  – Public Hearing

13. NEW BUSINESS
A. Consent Agenda

The items listed within the consent agenda portion of the meeting have been referred to the Township 
Committee for reading and study, are posted on the agenda on the website, are considered routine and 
will be enacted by one motion of the Township Committee with no separate discussion.  If separate 
discussion is required, the item may be removed from the agenda by township committee action and placed 
on the regular agenda under new business. 
1) Resolution #2025-0443 – Approval of the Bill List Dated 12/23/2025
2) Resolution #2025-0434 - 2026 Fee Schedule & Policies for Parks and Recreation
3) Resolution #2025-0436 - Approval of Special Event Permit Community Holiday Sing –

12/24/2025 
4) Resolution #2025-0444 - Authorizing Purchasing of an Electronic Message Trailer through

NJ State Contract 17-Fleet-00726 from Applied Concepts, Inc, 855 E. Collins Blvd,
Richardson, TX 75081 In the Amount Not to Exceed $19,501.

5) Resolution #2025-0445 - Awarding Professional Services Contract for Bernards Township
Municipal Building Open Stairway Alterations Project to Mark A. Coan, AIA, NCARB/ NJ Lic
#21A101164600 of the firm PS&S In the Not to Exceed Amount of $10,700.00.

6) Resolution #2025-0446 - Canceling Current Fund 2025 Budget Appropriation Balances

Estimated 
Times 

1:30 PM 

1:35 PM 

Video

http://www.bernards.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4seeGyAd31M


 
Please call 24 hours in advance (908) 204-3001  

if accommodations are required, including assistive listening devices (ALD). 
 

7) Resolution #2025-0447 - Resolution Canceling Public Grant Appropriations and Grant 
Receivable Balances 

8) Resolution #2025-0448 - Tax Exemption Approval for David Ruhlig, Trustee of Ruhlig Trust 
9) Resolution #2025-0449 - Authorization for Tax Refund Due to Overpayment – Verizon 
10) Resolution #2025-0450 - Authorization for Tax Refund Due Veteran Exemption – Ruhlig 
11) Resolution #2025-0451 - Authorizing a Renewal of Shared Services Agreement with the 

Borough of Peapack and Gladstone, the Borough of Bernardsville, the Township of 
Bedminster, and the Township of Bernards, for the Establishment and Operation of a Shared 
Municipal Court for the Period of January 1, 2026, to December 31, 2028 

12) Resolution #2025-0452 - Change Order # 1 Authorizing Purchase of Road Materials from 
Union County Cooperative Pricing System, Contract # UCCP-64-2024 awarded to Weldon 
Materials, 141 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 for an additional amount of $ 5,000.00 

 
B. Approval of Minutes 
       12/09/2025 Open Session Minutes 
       12/09/2025 Closed Session Minutes 
 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if required) 
 
15. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 
 
 

Christine V. Kieffer,  Municipal Clerk 
 
 
(Note:  Copies of Resolutions and other supporting documents listed on this agenda can be found on the pages below) 
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Ordinance of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
ORDINANCE #2590 

     Accepting a Riparian Zone Conservation Easement on 
Property Located at 24 Briar Lane; Block 3402, Lot 9, from 

301 Garrett, LLC, to the Township of Bernards 
 
 
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, in the County of 
Somerset and State of New Jersey as follows: 
 
1. Pursuant to the Local Land and Buildings Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq., Bernards Township 

hereby accepts from 301 Garrett, LLC, with a mailing address at 24 Briar Lane, Basking Ridge, 
New Jersey, 07920, a Riparian Zone Conservation Easement on Block 3402, Lot 9, in Bernards 
Township. 

 
2. The easement is on file with the office of the Township Clerk. 
 
3. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage and publication according to law. 
 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
This easement is provided in conjunction with the property owner’s request for a permit to construct improvements to their dwelling.  The purpose 
of the easement is to protect the riparian zone located adjacent to the stream on the property.  The property owner has submitted fees to reimburse 
the Township for costs incurred in processing the easement. 
 
Date:  December 1, 2025 

 
David Schley, PP, AICP, Township Planner 

 
TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Ordinance #2590 was introduced and passed on first reading by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards in the County 
of Somerset on 12/09/2025 and then ordered to be published according to law.  It will be further considered for final passage and 
adoption at a public hearing held at a meeting of the Township Committee at the Municipal Building, 1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, 
NJ in said township on 12/23/2025, at 1:30 P.M., when and where, or at such time and place to which said meeting may be 
adjourned, all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance. A complete text of this 
ordinance is available in the Office of the Municipal Clerk, 1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ, from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday 
through Friday.  Copies are also available via e-mail from ckieffer@bernards.org. 

       
By Order of the Township Committee 

       Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

http://www.bernards.org/


 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
                                    1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
                                         908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

Resolution #2025-0443 
Approval of the Bill List Dated 12/23/2025 

             BE IT RESOLVED, that the bill list dated 12/23/2025 be audited, and if found correct, be paid.  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Range of Checking Accts: CASH - CHECKING to CASH - CHECKING Range of Check Dates: 12/23/25 to 12/23/25 
            Report Type: All Checks              Report Format: Super Condensed  Check Type: Computer: Y  Manual: Y  Dir Deposit: Y 
==================================================================================================================================== 
 Check # Check Date Vendor                                     Amount Paid     Reconciled/Void Ref Num 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
CASH - CHECKING  CURRENT CHECKING               
 145918  12/23/25   90220    BETTLER, DENNIS                         30.00                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145919  12/23/25   90239    SCHLEY, DAVID L                         57.56                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145920  12/23/25   90335    CHISHOLM, MARC                          23.15                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145921  12/23/25   90342    BAHLMAN, RICH                           25.11                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145922  12/23/25   90505    DECIBUS, FRANCIS J.                    198.60                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145923  12/23/25   90525    BAXTER, CHRISTOPHER                     15.00                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145924  12/23/25   90608    UNTAMO, TRAVIS MILLER                   22.65                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145925  12/23/25   90664    POLIZZI, TIMOTHY                       155.93                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145926  12/23/25   90678    O'GORMAN, ANNE                          42.42                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145928  12/23/25   90709    OSTRANDER, TYLER                        30.00                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145929  12/23/25   90748    KELLY, KENDRA                           46.00                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145930  12/23/25   90767    SLAMAN, JOANNE                          64.32                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145931  12/23/25   A0044    APPROVED FIRE PROTECTION CO.           633.18                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145932  12/23/25   A0150    ATLANTIC SALT, INC.                  2,199.71                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145933  12/23/25   A0168    ALLIED OIL COMPANY, LLC              9,821.96                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145934  12/23/25   A0398    STERLING TALENT SOLUTIONS            2,044.60                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145935  12/23/25   A0453    AMAZON.COM SERVICES LLC              2,622.05                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145936  12/23/25   B0203    DIFRANCESCO BATEMAN, PC              3,258.19                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145937  12/23/25   G0066    GRAINGER INC                           257.52                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145938  12/23/25   G0300    GOLD TYPE BUSINESS MACHINES          2,016.00                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145939  12/23/25   G0495    GARDEN STATE LANDSCAPES, INC        11,830.00                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145940  12/23/25   I0137    INTERSTATE WASTE SERVICES NJ            57.90                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145941  12/23/25   O0164    ODP BUSINESS SOLUTIONS LLC             542.78                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145942  12/23/25   O0168    OCEAN COMPUTER GROUP, INC.          14,395.00                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145943  12/23/25   P0706    PARTS AUTHORITY LLC                     95.92                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145944  12/23/25   R0050    ROTO-ROOTER                          1,154.00                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145945  12/23/25   R0393    RESEARCH&DESIGN LANDSCAPE LLC       19,924.10                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145946  12/23/25   R0509    REIVAX CONTRACTING CORPORATION     630,553.79                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145947  12/23/25   R0824    REPUBLIC SERVICES OF NJ LLC             39.64                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145948  12/23/25   S0016    STORR TRACTOR COMPANY                1,830.15                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145949  12/23/25   S0741    SUBURBAN CONSULTING ENGINEERS       23,946.25                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145950  12/23/25   S1176    STONEFIELD ENG. & DESIGNS LLC          260.00                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145951  12/23/25   T0024    TRIUS OF NJ INC                      2,298.00                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145952  12/23/25   T0055    T & M ASSOCIATES                     1,506.98                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145953  12/23/25   T0066    CENGAGE LEARNING CREDIT SVCS           119.21                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145954  12/23/25   T0192    TURN OUT UNIFORMS INC                  935.48                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145955  12/23/25   T0537    TJD SPORTS ACADEMY                     600.00                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145956  12/23/25   U0001    UNITEMP MECHANICAL DEGREES LLC       1,907.78                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145957  12/23/25   V0020    VILLAGE OFFICE SUPPLY                   33.33                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145958  12/23/25   W0241    W.B. MASON CO INC.                     131.28                        1859 Direct Deposit 
 145959  12/23/25   A0232    ARROW ELEVATOR, INC.                   370.00                        1860 
 145960  12/23/25   A0377    SANOFI PASTEUR                         490.42                        1860 
 145961  12/23/25   A0570    ALPHA YOUTH SPORTS, INC.             1,580.00                        1860 
 145962  12/23/25   A0716    ACB SERVICES INC                     2,539.09                        1860 
 145963  12/23/25   A0742    ALLEGIANCE TRUCKS LLC                  242.69                        1860 
 145964  12/23/25   B0015    BRODART COMPANY                      3,163.92                        1860 
 145965  12/23/25   B0017    BRIDGEWATER RESOURCES, INC.          1,531.97                        1860 
 145966  12/23/25   B0026    BERNARDS TOWNSHIP CURRENT          146,019.28                        1860 
 145967  12/23/25   B0028    BERNARDS TWP. SEWERAGE AUTH.         5,602.50                        1860 
 145968  12/23/25   B0034    BERNARDS TOWNSHIP PAYROLL ACCT     709,753.49                        1860 
 145969  12/23/25   B0076    BERNARDS TOWNSHIP TRUST FUND        20,570.00                        1860 
 145970  12/23/25   B0759    BECHT, CHARLES OR LAUREN               150.00                        1860 
 145971  12/23/25   B0869    BASKING RIDGE PROPCO, LLC               15.27                        1860 
 145972  12/23/25   C0024    GANNETT NEW JERSEY NEWSPAPERS           45.26                        1860 
 145973  12/23/25   C0024    GANNETT NEW JERSEY NEWSPAPERS           20.46                        1860 
 145974  12/23/25   C0241    COOPER ELECTRIC SUPPLY               1,899.25                        1860 
 145975  12/23/25   C0482    OPTIMUM                                 47.95                        1860 
 145976  12/23/25   C0914    COLLABORATIVE SUMMER LIBRARY           485.24                        1860 
 145977  12/23/25   C0977    CROSSING GUARD SERVICES, LLC         8,655.66                        1860 
 145978  12/23/25   C0983    C3 TECHNOLOGIES, LLC                   175.00                        1860 
 145979  12/23/25   D0868    DASILVA LINING PROMO, LLC              870.50                        1860 
 145980  12/23/25   E0246    EMSL ANALYTICAL, INC.                   91.35                        1860 
 145981  12/23/25   E0267    EAW SECURITY                        12,007.54                        1860 
 145982  12/23/25   E0347    EVERON, LLC                          1,505.00                        1860 
 145983  12/23/25   E0353    EXTRA DUTY SOLUTIONS                 1,211.51                        1860 
 145984  12/23/25   F0158    FLEMINGTON DEPARTMENT STORE          4,337.30                        1860 
 145985  12/23/25   F0326    FX AUTOMOTIVE LLC                      411.94                        1860 
 145986  12/23/25   G0098    JCP&L                                4,006.69                        1860 
 145987  12/23/25   H0004    HEALTH DEPARTMENT PETTY CASH             7.70                        1860 
 145988  12/23/25   H0146    THE HON COMPANY LLC                  1,891.69                        1860 
 145989  12/23/25   H0178    HOSE SHOP, INC.                        511.11                        1860 
 145990  12/23/25   H0235    HOOVER TRUCK CENTERS                   382.76                        1860 
 145991  12/23/25   H0246    HOME DEPOT CREDIT SERVICES           3,313.40                        1860 
 145992  12/23/25   I0487    INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES, LLC           733.51                        1860 
 145993  12/23/25   K0039    KOBESKY, GREGG S.                      377.50                        1860 
 145994  12/23/25   K0331    KONICA MINOLTA PREMIER FINANCE         176.82                        1860 
 145995  12/23/25   K0331    KONICA MINOLTA PREMIER FINANCE         148.97                        1860 
 145996  12/23/25   K0331    KONICA MINOLTA PREMIER FINANCE         144.63                        1860 
 145997  12/23/25   K0331    KONICA MINOLTA PREMIER FINANCE         305.61                        1860 
 145998  12/23/25   K0331    KONICA MINOLTA PREMIER FINANCE         214.75                        1860 
 145999  12/23/25   K0331    KONICA MINOLTA PREMIER FINANCE         137.83                        1860 
 146000  12/23/25   K0400    KONICA MINOLTA                         149.87                        1860 
 146001  12/23/25   K0400    KONICA MINOLTA                         299.74                        1860 
 146002  12/23/25   K0400    KONICA MINOLTA                         119.40                        1860 
 146003  12/23/25   K0400    KONICA MINOLTA                         385.28                        1860 
 146004  12/23/25   K0419    KONICA MINOLTA                          34.66                        1860 
 146005  12/23/25   L0054    LORCO PETROLEUM SERVICES               275.00                        1860 
 146006  12/23/25   M0006    MGL PRINTING SOLUTIONS               1,051.25                        1860 

http://www.bernards.org/


 146007  12/23/25   M0443    MODERNFOLD/STYLES, INC.                989.00                        1860 
 146008  12/23/25   M0518    KONICA MINOLTA BUSINESS SOL.            28.52                        1860 
 146009  12/23/25   M0518    KONICA MINOLTA BUSINESS SOL.            66.54                        1860 
 146010  12/23/25   M0606    MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS, INC.               281.25                        1860 
 146011  12/23/25   M0996    MCGREAL, GERARD                        750.00                        1860 
 146012  12/23/25   M1069    MRA INTERNATIONAL INC                4,498.96                        1860 
 146013  12/23/25   N0006    NEW JERSEY AMERICAN WATER CO.       62,258.78                        1860 
 146014  12/23/25   N0053    NJ UNEMPLOYMENT COMP. FUND          17,046.00                        1860 
 146015  12/23/25   N0121    NACCHO                                 295.00                        1860 
 146016  12/23/25   N0462    N M PREMIUM FOODS, INC                 468.15                        1860 
 146017  12/23/25   N0545    NEW PROVIDENCE MEMORIAL                  6.99                        1860 
 146018  12/23/25   O0100    OVERDRIVE, INC.                      5,536.33                        1860 
 146019  12/23/25   P0525    POWER PLACE, INC.                      457.47                        1860 
 146020  12/23/25   P0762    PATRIOT TRUCK UPFITTERS              6,074.00                        1860 
 146021  12/23/25   P0770    PETER J. KING, LLC                     507.60                        1860 
 146022  12/23/25   P0772    PRIMEPOINT, LLC                      1,966.00                        1860 
 146023  12/23/25   Q0032    QUINN, THOMAS J.                     1,019.90                        1860 
 146024  12/23/25   R0023    RICHIES TIRE SERVICE, INC.           1,665.00                        1860 
 146025  12/23/25   R0025    RIDGE RESTAURANT                       372.46                        1860 
 146026  12/23/25   R0493    RIDGE BAGEL & CAFE                     478.58                        1860 
 146027  12/23/25   R0821    RER SUPPLY LLC                       1,800.00                        1860 
 146028  12/23/25   R0836    REYNOLDS BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC         734.14                        1860 
 146029  12/23/25   R0866    RENAISSANCE WEB SOLUTIONS            5,995.00                        1860 
 146030  12/23/25   R0870    ROXBURY AUTO INC.                    4,895.00                        1860 
 146031  12/23/25   R0872    RUHLIG TRUST                         1,698.97                        1860 
 146032  12/23/25   S0011    SHERWIN-WILLIAMS COMPANY               218.86                        1860 
 146033  12/23/25   S0067    SOMERSET COUNTY TREASURER           14,268.84                        1860 
 146034  12/23/25   S0067    SOMERSET COUNTY TREASURER            1,314.00                        1860 
 146035  12/23/25   S0415    SPORTWORLD                             858.00                        1860 
 146036  12/23/25   S0418    NJSOPHE PROGRAMS                        45.00                        1860 
 146037  12/23/25   S0628    STATE OF NEW JERSEY-HB               4,000.00                        1860 
 146038  12/23/25   S0719    SOMERSET HILLS TOWING                  318.28                        1860 
 146039  12/23/25   S0736    SOMERSET COUNTY                        217.14                        1860 
 146040  12/23/25   S0875    SUNLIGHT GENERAL CAPITAL               128.14                        1860 
 146041  12/23/25   S1191    SAVO,SCHALK,CORSINI,GILLESPIE,       2,000.00                        1860 
 146042  12/23/25   S1204    SOMERSET COUNTY TREASURER              450.00                        1860 
 146043  12/23/25   S1237    S.J. SERVICES, INC.                  3,706.00                        1860 
 146044  12/23/25   S1264    SOLANO, RICARDO                        575.00                        1860 
 146045  12/23/25   T0514    TOP QUALITY SERVICES LLC               300.00                        1860 
 146046  12/23/25   T0534    TTI ENVIRONMENTAL, INC.              3,340.00                        1860 
 146047  12/23/25   U0079    US SPORTS INSTITUTE, INC.            3,389.00                        1860 
 146048  12/23/25   U0133    UTRS, INC                               27.50                        1860 
 146049  12/23/25   U0137    US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION           398.65                        1860 
 146050  12/23/25   V0037    VILLAGE SUPERMARKET, INC.              301.97                        1860 
 146051  12/23/25   V0056    VERIZON WIRELESS                       870.28                        1860 
 146052  12/23/25   V0058    VERIZON                                  6.28                        1860 
 146053  12/23/25   V0058    VERIZON                                332.94                        1860 
 146054  12/23/25   V0058    VERIZON                                 63.64                        1860 
 146055  12/23/25   V0058    VERIZON                                 57.26                        1860 
 146056  12/23/25   V0058    VERIZON                                 62.91                        1860 
 146057  12/23/25   V0058    VERIZON                                 62.91                        1860 
 146058  12/23/25   V0084    VERIZON                                188.99                        1860 
 146059  12/23/25   V0084    VERIZON                                189.99                        1860 
 146060  12/23/25   V0084    VERIZON                                269.00                        1860 
 146061  12/23/25   V0124    VERIZON BUSINESS FIOS                  204.99                        1860 
 146062  12/23/25   V0248    VERIZON PROPERTY TAX DEPT              208.77                        1860 
 146063  12/23/25   W0078    WORK 'N WEAR STORE                     130.00                        1860 
 146064  12/23/25   X0005    XTEL COMMUNICATION                     714.96                        1860 
 146065  12/23/25   X0014    XPLORABLY, INC.                         89.95                        1860 
 146066  12/23/25   90682    FIELDS, JANICE                         274.72                        1861 Direct Deposit 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Report Totals                    Paid       Void        Amount Paid        Amount Void 
                                 ----       ----        -----------        ----------- 
                       Checks:    107          0       1,097,659.65               0.00  
               Direct Deposit:     41          0         736,000.26               0.00  
                               ======     ======   ================     ============== 
                        Total:    148          0       1,833,659.91               0.00 
Totals by Year-Fund 
Fund Description                      Fund        Budget Total    Revenue Total        G/L Total            Total  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
  
CURRENT FUND                          5-01          858,363.95             0.00             0.00       858,363.95                    
  
DOG FUND                              5-12              346.86             0.00             0.00           346.86                    
  
GOLF COURSE UTILITY                   5-26            5,087.15             0.00             0.00         5,087.15                    
                                              ---------------- ---------------- ---------------- ---------------- 
                           Year Total:              863,797.96             0.00             0.00       863,797.96                    
  
CAPITAL FUND                          C-04          773,143.29             0.00             0.00       773,143.29                    
  
PUBLIC GRANTS                         G-02          121,338.44             0.00             0.00       121,338.44                    
  
TRUST FUNDS                           T-13           71,461.69             0.00             0.00        71,461.69   
 
PROJECTS                                              3,918.53             0.00             0.00         3,918.53 
  
                                              ================ ================ ================ ================ 
                   Total Of All Funds:            1,833,659.91             0.00             0.00     1,833,659.91   
                  
  

Agenda and Date Voted: 12/23/2025 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 12/23/2025 
 
 
 
                              Christine Kieffer , Municipal Clerk 

 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

Resolution #2025-0434 

2026 Fee Schedule & Policies for Parks and Recreation 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, in the County of 

Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the following Parks and Recreation Facility Fees and Policies 

for 2026 be approved: 

 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT: 

 

2026 Parks & Recreation Department Fees & Policies – includes all parks and recreation facility use fees and rental policies, commercial use and 
special event fees and policies, equipment kit rentals and replacement charges, facility use hours, department refund policies and the community 

service group free use program.  All fees and policies remain the same as in 2025. 

 
Jennifer Gander, Director of Parks & Recreation 
December 1, 2025 

 

Agenda and Date Voted: 12/23/2025  

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 12/23/2025. 

 

 

 

                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 



BERNARDS TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION  

2026 FACILITY RESERVATION FEES 

Facility Resident Fee Non-Resident Fee Security Deposit 

ALLEN STREET GAZEBO 

MAX CAPACITY: 50 
$20 per hour $40 per hour $400 

COMMUNITY CENTER Activity Room 

MAX CAPACITY:  35 
$25 per hour, 2 hour minimum $50 per hour, 2 hour minimum $400 

COMMUNITY CENTER Recreation Room 

MAX CAPACITY:  50 
$40 per hour, 2 hour minimum $80 per hour, 2 hour minimum $400 

DUNHAM PARK  

Picnic Shelter 

MAX CAPACITY:  150 

By Group Size/Per Day 

50 or less = $75 

51 – 75 = $100 

76 – 100 = $125 

101 – 150 = $175 

By Group Size/Per Day 

50 or less = $150 

51 – 75 = $200 

76 – 100 = $250 

101 – 150 = $350 

$400 

DUNHAM PARK 

Indoor Pavilion 

MAX CAPACITY: 60 

$125 per 6 hour block 

9AM – 3PM or 4PM – 10PM 

$250 per 6 hour block 

9AM – 3PM or 4PM – 10PM 
$400 

PLEASANT VALLEY PARK 

Warming Hut 

MAX CAPACITY:  50 

$50 per 4 hour block 

For Non-Profit Groups 

$150 per month 

For One 4hr. block per week 

$100 per 4 hour block $400 

PLEASANT VALLEY PARK  

Picnic Shelter 

MAX CAPACITY:  150 

By Group Size/Per Day 

50 or less = $75 

51 – 75 = $100 

76 – 100 = $125 

101 – 150 = $175 

By Group Size/Per Day 

50 or less = $150 

51 – 75 = $200 

76 – 100 = $250 

101 – 150 = $350 

$400 

PLEASANT VALLEY PARK 

Pond Shelter 

MAX CAPACITY:  20 

By Group Size/Per Day 

20 or less = $50 

By Group Size/Per Day 

20 or less = $100 
$400 

SOUTHARD PARK 

Picnic Shelter 

MAX CAPACITY:  75 

By Group Size/Per Day 

50 or less = $75 

51 – 75 = $100 

By Group Size/Per Day 

50 or less = $150 

51 – 75 = $200 

$400 

*If reserving an indoor and outdoor facility for the same day/time/park, the total number of attendees may not exceed the capacity for the indoor facility. 

  



BERNARDS TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION  

2026 ATHLETIC COURT AND FIELD USE RATES 

Fees are charged per field/court.  All use associated with league play or with a sport official present requires a reservation by paid permit.   

 

Facility Resident Fee Non-Resident Fee 

Athletic Courts – Basketball, Bocce, Pickleball, Tennis, Volleyball 

MAX CAPACITY:  4 – 20 
$10 per hour $20 per hour 

Grass Athletic Fields & Roller Rink 

MAX CAPACITY:  50 
$20 per hour $40 per hour 

Residents may reserve a tennis court, pickleball court or the roller rink for recreational play up to 7 days in advance at no charge. 

 

Artificial Turf Fields 

MAX CAPACITY:  75 per field 

Individual Resident Rented  

or Organization/Team Roster  

At Least 75% Residents 

Individual Non-Resident Rented 

or Organization/Team Roster 

Less Than 75% Residents 

March through December $55 per hour $80 per hour 

January & February - (Snow will not be cleared) $25 per hour $45 per hour 

Dates when Bernards Township Public Schools are in Session 

Sunrise – 5:30PM 
$25 per hour $45 per hour 

Resident/Non-Resident turf rates apply to reservations using an individual’s homeowner insurance.   

Groups using organization insurance who wish to receive the Resident turf rate must submit a team roster annually,  

including all player names and residential addresses to confirm at least 75% of team participants are Township residents. 

 

Athletic Field Lights - In addition to field reservation fee 

Applies to Resident, Non-Resident and Commercial 
$25 per hour 

 

FACILITY HOURS AVAILABLE FOR RENTAL 

Per Ordinance #2328 

Facility Hours Available 

General Park Use, Gazebo/Shelters, Roller Rink,  

Unlit Athletic Courts and Unlit Athletic Fields  
Sunrise – Sunset 

Pleasant Valley Park Paddle Tennis Courts and 

the Southard Park Ice Skating Area 
Sunrise – 11:00 PM  

Mountain Park Lighted Athletic Fields Sunrise – 10:00 PM 

Pleasant Valley Park Warming Hut, Dunham Park Indoor Pavilion & 

Community Center Rooms 
7:00 AM – 10:00 PM 

 

  



BERNARDS TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION  

2026 COMMERCIAL USE RATES 

“Commercial Use” is defined as an activity not sponsored by the Township in which attendees are charged a fee and/or solicitation of a business or service 

is offered to the participants.  Reservation must adhere to facility capacity restrictions and insurance is required. 

 

Facility Commercial Fee Security Deposit 

Athletic Courts & Roller Rink $50 per hour N/A 

Athletic Fields – Grass $50 per hour N/A 

Athletic Fields – Artificial Turf 
$110 per hour March – December 

$80 per hour – January & February 
N/A 

Picnic Shelters $500 per day $400 

Pleasant Valley Park Warming Hut $50 per hour, 2 hour minimum $400 

Dunham Park Indoor Pavilion 
$500 per 6-hour block 

9am – 3pm or 4pm – 10pm 
$400 

Community Center Activity Room $75 per hour, 2 hour minimum $400 

Community Center Recreation Room $100 per hour, 2 hour minimum $400 

General Park Use (Pathways/Lawn Areas/Parking Lots) $50 per hour $400 

 

USE OF PARKS BY PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS 

• Individuals hiring a professional photographer for the purpose of taking photos of themselves or their family in a park must obtain a permit in 

advance, pay the applicable resident or non-resident fee and provide private homeowners/renters insurance in accordance with the 

requirements for reservations.   

• Professional photographers utilizing a park to hold photo sessions for clients will be required to obtain a permit in advance, pay the applicable 

commercial use fee and provide organization insurance in accordance with the requirements for corporate reservations.  

Resident Fee Non-Resident Fee Commercial Fee Security Deposit 

$20 per hour $40 per hour $50 per hour N/A 

 

 

  



BERNARDS TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION  

FACILITY KEY PICK-UP & RETURN 

Keys will be given to the renter when the deposit check is dropped off.  All keys are to be returned by NOON the first business day following the 

rental.  Renter will be charged a fee of $25 per day, if keys are not returned by the second business day following the rental.  Renter will be charged a 

fee of $100 for each key reported lost.  The $400 security deposit check will be forfeited and cashed if keys are not returned after 5 business days.   

 

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL RESERVATIONS 

Private Homeowners/Renters - Must supply evidence of insurance in the minimum amount of $300,000 in General Liability coverage for each 

occurrence in the form of a Homeowners or Special Event Policy. 

Corporate/Organization - Must supply a Certificate of Liability Insurance naming Bernards Township as an Additional Insured, with the minimum 

amount of $1,000,000 in General Liability Coverage and the Certificate must state the date and location of the event. 

 

LIQUOR PERMITS - FEES & INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS  

Pursuant to Ordinance #2328, Subsection 3-16.2, no person or group shall bring into, possess, sell, buy, consume, or give away any alcoholic 

beverage in any municipal property within the Township of Bernards with the exception that a resident may obtain a permit for consumption of 

alcoholic beverages within a Township park in conjunction with a special event or private event after obtaining a permit as described in 10-1.6, at the 

following park facilities: 

a. Pleasant Valley Park, Dunham Park and Southard Park Picnic Shelters 

b. Pleasant Valley Park Warming Hut  

c. Dunham Park Indoor Pavilion  

 

Liquor permits will be issued to Township residents only in conjunction with a facility rental.  Residency is determined by the individual 

named as the renter on the park permit, not the location of the organization holding the insurance.    

 

Insurance Requirements for Liquor Permits 

Individuals - - Must supply evidence of insurance in the minimum amount of $1,000,000 in General Liability coverage in the form of a 

Homeowners or Special Event Policy. 

Organizations/Corporations - - Must supply a Certificate of Liability Insurance naming Bernards Township as an Additional Insured in the 

minimum amount of $3,000,000 Liquor Liability each occurrence if applicant is in the business of manufacturing, distributing, selling, serving or 

furnishing alcoholic beverages or a Certificate of Insurance naming Bernards Township as the added insured in the minimum amount of $3,000,000 

Host Liquor Liability each occurrence if liquor will be present and applicant is not in the business of manufacturing, distributing, selling, serving or 

furnishing alcoholic beverages. 

LIQUOR PERMIT FEES 

Fees are charged per date reserved. 

Individuals - $40 

Organizations/Corporations - $150 

 

FORFEIT OF SECURITY DEPOSIT 

The Township reserves the right to inspect your event and request to see your facility use permit.  If you are found to be serving/consuming alcohol 

without a liquor permit, you will be asked to cease immediately and will forfeit your security deposit.  If the headcount of your event is found to be 

beyond what was indicated on your permit, you will be asked to end your event immediately and will forfeit your security deposit. 

 



BERNARDS TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION  

2026 EQUIPMENT KIT RENTAL RATES 

Equipment Kits are available for rental by Township Residents Only. 

 

Equipment Kit Rental Fee Rental Period Security Deposit 

Party, Picnic, Carnival 

Volleyball,  

Bocce, Cornhole 

$25/Rental Period 

Friday at Noon – Monday at Noon 

Or 

Monday at Noon – Friday at Noon 

$400 

Paddle Tennis, Pickleball, 

Disc Golf 
$25/Rental Period Friday at Noon – Thursday at Noon $400 

Kits Rentals are not refundable once paid.  Kits returned past noon on their return date will be charged a late fee of $25. 

EQUIPMENT KIT REPLACEMENT FEES 

Replacement fees are for lost or damaged items.  P&R reserves the right to substitute items in kits if necessary. 

Entire Lost Kit 

Picnic Kit: $185.00 

Party Kit:  $275.00 

Volleyball Kit:  $350.00 

Paddle Tennis Kit:  $150.00 

Pickleball Kit:  $150.00 

Disc Golf Kit: $75.00 

Carnival Game Kit: $250.00 

 

Cornhole or Bocce 

Any item missing:  $50.00 

Entire Kit:  $150.00 

 

Return in Poor Condition 

i.e. Dirty, Wet 

$20.00 

 

 

Individual Item Replacement  

Ball Pump: $10.00 

Basketball: $20.00 

Bean Bag Game Board:  $45.00 

Bean Bag:  $5.00 each 

Egg on Spoon Game: $20.00 

4” Foam/Rubber Ball:  $3.00 each 

Frisbee: $5.00 

Golf Disc:  $8.00 

Horseshoe Set: $30.00 

Knock Down Cans Game:  $35.00 

Magnetic Fishing Set:  $40.00 

Milk Bottle Toss Game:  $30.00 

Nerf Football: $15.00 

Nerf Soccer Ball: $15.00 

Pickle/Tennis Paddle:  $25.00 

 

 

Parachute: $50.00 

Pickle/Paddle Ball:  $12.00 

Playground Ball: $10.00 

Storage Bag(Disc/Paddle): $35.00 

Potato Sack: $4.00 

Prize Wheel: $45.00 

Relay Cone: $3.00 

Ring Toss Game: $35.00 

Rubber Base Set: $20.00 

Softball Bat: $25.00 

Softball: $8.00 

Tug of War Rope:  $25.00 

Twister: $20.00 

Volleyball: $25.00 

Wiffle Ball Bat: $6.00 

Wiffle Ball: $3.00 

 

Volleyball Net System 

Net: $60.00 

Stakes: $10.00 

Guides: $10.00 

Posts: $200.00 

 

 

 

 

  



BERNARDS TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION  

 

GENERAL PARK USE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS HOSTED BY CERTIFIED NON-PROFIT AGENCIES 

Non-Profit or Not for Profit agencies may reserve park facilities for various special events, open to the public, including but not limited to:   

5K Races/Walks, Fundraisers, Exhibitions, Festivals, etc.  Events are subject to the approval of the Department of Parks and Recreation  

and must comply with all Department policies and established Township ordinances.   

Additionally, a Special Event Application may be required by the Municipal Clerk. 

Headcount Resident Representative Non-Resident Representative Security Deposit 

0-100 Persons $125 $225 $400 

101-200 Persons $250 $375 $400 

201-300 Persons $350 $475 $400 

301-400 Persons $475 $600 $400 

401+ Persons $600 $750 $400 

Headcount is to include all participants, volunteers, spectators and event organizers. 

Max capacity will vary by park, facility, date, time of day, etc.   

The Parks & Recreation Department has the authority to limit the maximum headcount of an event based on the 

parking availability, restroom capacity, scheduled activities and impact on general park use. 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE GROUP FACILITY USE PROGRAM 

To qualify as a “Community Service Group”, the organization must meet the following eligibility requirements: 

1. The organization shall be a recognized not-for profit organization either by 501(c)(3) designation, NJ certification or tax-exempt status 

2. At least 75% of the organization’s membership shall be Bernards Township Residents 

3. The organization shall provide a Certificate of Liability Insurance naming Bernards Township as an Additional Insured, with the minimum amount of 

$1,000,000 in General Liability Coverage. 

4. The organization’s mission shall be community service based and the organization shall provide evidence of some type of volunteer service to the Bernards 

Township community 

All clubs and sports organizations covered under the Board of Education’s Insurance Policy are also eligible for this program. 

 

Each approved community service group is entitled to the following at no cost, each calendar year:   

1. Twelve 3-hour uses of the Community Center Activity Room or Recreation Room or the Pleasant Valley Park Warming Hut for group meetings 

2. A one day picnic shelter reservation at Southard Park (75 attendees maximum) to hold a group picnic 

3. One picnic shelter, gazebo or Community Center reservation to hold a fundraiser, provided the event meets the reserved facility’s capacity restrictions 

 

A designated contact person from the community service group must submit an application each year including their contact information, a description of the 

organization and/or mission statement and a list of members with addresses for verification; and the designated contact person will also be asked to sign an agreement 

confirming their understanding and compliance with the criteria for approval, reservation policies and procedures, cancellation polices and insurance requirements;  

all community service groups must abide by the Reservation Policies and Procedures adopted by the Township Committee and the Revised General Ordinances of 

the Township of Bernards regarding Municipal Parks & Open Space. 

  



BERNARDS TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION  

DEPARTMENT REFUND POLICY 
The following applies to all fees collected by the Parks & Recreation Department.  Including, but not limited to, membership payments, activity registration fees 

and facility rentals charges. 

• Refunds must be requested in writing, emailed to recreation@bernards.org or mailed to Parks & Recreation, 1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920. 

• Refund request deadlines may vary.  Refer to the description or your transaction receipt for the withdrawal deadline.  In all cases, refunds will not be 

issued if requested on or after the program’s start date.   

• Bus trips are non-refundable. Once paid, you are responsible for selling your own tickets should you be unable to attend.  

• All refunds, regardless of method of payment, will be refunded as a check and are subject to a processing fee per registration 

▪ $10 Processing Fee for refunds of payments $300.00 or less 

▪ $20 Processing Fee for refunds of payments $301.00 - $700.00 

▪ $30 Processing Fee for refunds of payments $701.00+ 

• Full refunds are issued if the program or trip is canceled by Parks & Recreation.  

• Instances of returned funds will be subject to the rules set forth by an annual resolution of the Township Committee authorizing a returned funds fee and 

certified funds for returned funds. 

Disputing a valid charge on your credit card for a fee paid to Parks & Recreation Department is considered an instance of Returned Funds, where the Township 

has been in receipt of a payment which has been returned from the bank as unpaid.   

• A $25.00 service charge on funds returned will apply.   

• The enrollee will be responsible to return payment in the form of cash or check for the balance due on their account created by the dispute reversal before 

they can enroll any member of their household account for any additional memberships or programs. 

• The enrollee may be restricted from using a credit card as payment for a specific period of time or indefinitely.   
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Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0436 

Approval of Special Event Permit 
Community Holiday Sing – 12/24/2025 

 
WHEREAS, the Basking Ridge Christmas Eve Community caroling is when family, neighbors, 
friends, and community gather at the village green to sing Christmas carols and wish good tidings. 
Church bells ring, 10 songs are sung and the caroling ends with a round of cheers. The Christmas Eve 
sing is the oldest continuous Christmas Eve sing in New Jersey; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards appointed James Felter as the 
Holiday Sing Coordinator and he has given since 2006, innumerable hours and faithful service to the 
citizens of Bernards Township by leading the holiday sing; and 
 
WHEREAS, this Township Committee would like to honor all of the volunteers, organizations, those 
who served on the general committee and townspeople who have volunteered their time to support the 
event over the years. Supporting organizations have included: Moffet Motors, the Women's Auxiliary 
of the BRFCo, the Bernards Township PTA, The Ridge Home and School Association, and 9 of the 
town's religious congregations, and the Basking Ridge Fire Co. that decorates the town tree every year; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Felter has submitted an application for this special event, planned for 12/24/2025 
from 6:30 P.M. to 7:45 P.M., with event time 6:45 P.M to 8:00 P.M; and 
 
WHEREAS, the special event will require the temporary closure of S. Finley Avenue from Henry 
Street to East Oak Street, and East Oak Street from Maple Avenue to S. Finley Avenue; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Municipal Clerk, Police Chief, Recreation Director, OEM Coordinator, and 
Superintendent of Public Works have reviewed the application and find it complete; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards 
that the request for the special event including the temporary street closures is hereby approved. 
 
Agenda and Date Voted: 12/23/2025 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 12/23/2025. 
 
 
 
                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0444 

Authorizing Purchasing of an Electronic Message Trailer through NJ State Contract 17-Fleet-00726 from Applied 
Concepts, Inc, 855 E. Collins Blvd, Richardson, TX 75081  

In the Amount Not to Exceed $19,501.  
 

WHEREAS, The Health Department has obtained a quote from Applied Concepts through NJ State Contract #17-
FLEET-00726 for a Stalker MC360 Message Trailer; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available in the Sustaining Local Public Health 
Grant Account G-02-27-COV-225 for $19,501; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township is authorized to make purchases through cooperative and State contracts pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-10 and 12; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Bernards Township Police Department and the Purchasing Agent 
to purchase this equipment through NJ State Contract #17-Fleet-00726; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that the 
Purchasing Agent be authorized to issue purchase orders to Applied Concepts, Inc. 855 E Collins Blvd, 
Richardson, TX 75081, 695 US-46, Suite 406, Fairfield, New Jersey 07004 through March 1, 2026. 
 
Agenda and Date Voted: 12/23/2025 
 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
This message board will be used to communicate public health, emergency management and public safety information to the community.  The police 
department will transport the message board and display messaging in coordination with the Health Department and Office of Emergency 
Management as needed. 
 
Date: 12/15/2025  
 

 
Dawn Marling, Health Officer 
 

 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS CERTIFICATION 

I, Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer of the Township of Bernards, hereby certify that adequate funds are available in the Sustaining Local 
Public Health Grant Account G-02-27-COV-225 for an amount not to exceed $19,501. 
 
 
Date: December 15, 2025 

 
 
 

 
Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer 
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PURCHASING CERTIFICATION 
 I hereby certify that I have prepared this resolution and reviewed it for accuracy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: December 15, 2025 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Francis J. Decibus, QPA, RPPO Purchasing Agent 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 12/23/2025. 
 
 
                              Christine Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0445 

Awarding Professional Services Contract for Bernards Township Municipal Building 
Open Stairway Alterations Project 

to Mark A. Coan, AIA, NCARB/ NJ Lic #21A101164600 of the firm PS&S 
 In the Not to Exceed Amount of $10,700.00 

  
WHEREAS, the Township of Bernards requires services for Professional Architectural Services; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mark A. Coan, AIA, NCARB/ NJ Lic #21A101164600 of the firm PS&S, 3 
Mountainview Road, Warren, NJ 07059, has submitted a proposal dated December 9, 2025, outlining 
Design Services to the Township; and 
 
WHEREAS, this contract is awarded through a fair and open process as defined in N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20-4 et seq.; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified funds are available in Engineering 2025 line 
account #C-04-55-579-A10; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards that a professional service contract be awarded to Mark A. Coan, AIA, NCARB/ NJ Lic 
#21A101164600 of the firm PS&S, 3 Mountainview Road, Warren, NJ 07059, as follows: 
1. The contract will encompass services as outlined in the submitted proposal dated December 9, 

2025. 
2. The contract term is from December 23, 2025, through August 23, 2026, for professional design 

services not to exceed an amount of $10,700.00.  Bid documents shall be completed within 60 
days. 

3. Billings must be rendered by the contractor within 30 days of service delivery. 
4. Any modification to this contract shall be in writing and signed by both parties and upon 

obtaining said signatures shall immediately become part of the contract. 
5. No payments in excess of the “not to exceed” contract amounts will be approved, unless 

such services/expenditures are negotiated and agreed upon in advance of service delivery. 
6. As required by law, the parties to this contract agree to incorporate into this contract the mandatory 

affirmative action language promulgated by the Treasurer pursuant to P.L. 1975, c.127, which is 
attached to this resolution as Exhibit A. 

7. This contract shall, for all purposes, be deemed a NJ Contract and any provisions of this contract 
shall be governed and interpreted with the Laws of the State of New Jersey. 

8. The contractor shall report directly to Thomas Timko, Township Engineer, who will be the chief 
contact for the Township of Bernards on this project.  

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Bernards that a copy of the resolution be placed on file and available for public 
inspection in the office of the Bernards Township Purchasing Agent.  
 

http://www.bernards.org/


I agree to the terms as stated in the Resolution and by signing this document I am committed to 
follow all terms of this award. 

 
________________________________________ 

Mark A. Coan, AIA, NCARB NJ Lic #21A101164600 -Senior Project Executive 
 

Agenda and Date Voted: 12/23/2025  
 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
This resolution awards a contract for Architectural services to prepare bid documents to remove the old chairlift and replace the handrail now that 
the new elevator is in service. 
 

          Thomas Timko, PE, CME 
Township Engineer 

 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

I, Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer of Bernards, hereby certify that adequate funds are available for the above referenced purchase in the 
not to exceed amount of $10,700.00.  Monies are available in Engineering 2025-line account #C-04-55-579-A10.                                                                                                      
 

Date:  December 15, 2025 

 
Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer 

 
PURCHASING CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that I have prepared this resolution and reviewed it for accuracy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: December 15, 2025 

 
 
 

 
 
Francis J. Decibus, QPA, Purchasing Agent 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 12/23/2025. 
 
 
 
                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

Resolution #2025-0446 
Canceling Current Fund 2025 

Budget Appropriation Balances 
 

WHEREAS, the following Current Fund 2025 Budget appropriation balances remain unexpended: 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so that the unexpended balance may be credited to Fund 
Balance. 
 

BUDGET LINE ITEM  AMOUNT  
  

General Administration S&W  $              28,672.33  
General Administration OE  $              36,834.00  
Human Resources S&W  $              32,119.89  
Human Resources OE  $              34,999.58  
Township Committee OE  $              38,000.00  
Municipal Clerk S&W  $              16,337.31  
Municipal Clerk OE  $              34,979.00  
Financial Administration S&W  $              14,625.27  
Financial Administration OE  $              23,765.02  
Audit Services  $              10,000.00  
Purchasing Administration S&W  $                7,808.62  
Purchasing Administration OE  $              24,237.00  
Computer Network Administration S&W  $              20,500.30  
Computer Network Administration OE  $              60,001.00  
Revenue Administration S&W  $              32,533.75  
Revenue Administration OE  $              27,450.21  
Tax Assessment Administration S&W  $              55,737.48  
Tax Assessment Administration OE  $              36,382.00  
Legal Services  $            300,151.00  
Engineering Services S&W  $              51,326.87  
Engineering Services OE  $              67,238.00  
Planning Board S&W  $              31,061.94  
Planning Board OE  $              79,989.00  
Bd. of Adjustment S&W  $              11,472.12  
Bd. of Adjustment OE  $              60,944.00  
Environmental Commission S&W  $                2,997.00  
Environmental Commission OE  $              14,185.00  
Code Enforcement S&W  $              61,981.65  
Code Enforcement OE  $            209,884.99  
Unemployment Insurance  $              18,500.00  
Liability Insurance  $              39,424.35  
Workers Compensation Insurance  $              26,568.15  
Employee Group Insurance(SHBP Only)  $            210,628.01  
Waiver from Health Coverage  $              24,273.00  
Employee Benefits (other)  $              37,200.43  
Police S&W  $            110,000.24  
Police OE  $              37,430.00  
Crossing Guards S&W  $              10,000.00  
Crossing Guards OE  $                5,000.00  
Police Cars  $              43,615.32  
Office of Emergency Mgt. S&W  $              16,620.00  
Office of Emergency Mgt. OE  $              16,093.00  
Fire Official S&W  $              26,360.87  
Fire Official / Fire Hydrants OE  $              27,193.60  



Streets and Road Maintenance S&W  $              54,260.62  
Streets and Road Maintenance OE  $            164,706.00  
Streets and Road Maint. - Snow S&W  $            115,750.00  
Streets and Road Maint. - Snow OE  $            189,000.00  
Vehicle Maintenance S&W  $              62,000.13  
Vehicle Maintenance OE  $              50,406.00  
Solid Waste Collection S&W  $                8,525.00  
Solid Waste Collection OE  $              93,444.00  
Public Buildings S&W  $              34,538.28  
Public Buildings OE  $              60,507.00  
Other Public Works Functions - Shade Tree S&W  $                3,078.00  
Other Public Works Functions - Shade Tree OE  $              11,255.00  
Other Public Works Functions - St.Lt.Maint. OE  $              46,575.00  
Municipal Services Act OE  $              50,000.00  
Public Health Services S&W  $              77,778.82  
Public Health Services OE  $              82,732.00  
Animal Control Services S&W  $              17,391.00  
Contributions to Social Svc. Agencies  $                5,331.00  
Recreation Svcs. & Programs S&W  $              56,553.84  
Recreation Svcs. & Programs OE  $              49,305.00  
Grounds S&W  $              12,447.98  
Grounds OE  $              67,598.00  
Pool Commission S&W  $                6,358.73  
Pool Commission OE  $              31,062.57  
Pay for Performance - S&W  $              50,000.00  
Deer Task Force S&W  $                3,078.00  
Deer Task Force OE  $              13,045.00  
Charter Day S&W  $                6,097.00  
Charter Day OE  $                6,480.00  
Accumulated Leave Compensation  $            130,300.00  
Utilities  $            251,897.93  
Solid Waste Disposal S&W  $              12,618.80  
Solid Waste Disposal OE  $              48,658.00  
Social Security  $              42,100.00  
Defined Contribution Retirement System  $              10,000.00  
  
Total Cancellations  $         4,000,000.00  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, that the 
above listed unexpended balances totaling $4,000,000.00 of the Current Fund’s 2025 Budget Appropriations be 
cancelled. 
 
Agenda and Date Voted: 12/23/2025 
 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT: 
This annual resolution cancels to fund balance a portion of the 2025 Current Fund Unexpended Appropriations.  This resolution 
is needed to generate the fund balance that will be anticipated in the 2026 budget as revenue to offset taxation.   
 
12/15/2025       Sean McCarthy, CFO 
       

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 12/23/2025. 
 
 
                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 



  

 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0447 

Resolution Canceling Public Grant Appropriations and Grant Receivable Balances 
 
WHEREAS, certain grant appropriation and receivable account balances remain dedicated to 
projects now completed and/or cancelled by the grantor; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said spending reserves and receivable balances so that 
the unexpended balances may be removed from the Township’s Financial Statements. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards that the following unexpended or uncollected grant appropriations, receivable account 
balances, and due to/from balances be canceled: 
   

D C 
Grant Fund Entries 

   
    

Grants Receivable - NJDOH Strengthening Local Public Health Capacity 
   

2023 - 7/1/2022 - 6/30/2023 
  

       
1,861.00  

Grants Appropriated - NJDOH Strengthening Local Public Health Capacity 
   

2023 - 7/1/2022 - 6/30/2023 
 

       
1,861.00  

 

    

Grants Receivable - NJDOH Strengthening Local Public Health Capacity 
   

2024 - 7/1/2023 - 6/30/2024 
  

     
85,024.00  

Grants Appropriated - NJDOH Strengthening Local Public Health Capacity 
   

2024 - 7/1/2023 - 6/30/2024 
 

     
85,024.00  

 

    

Grants Receivable - NJDOH Vaccination Supplemental Funding 
   

2022 - 7/1/2021 - 6/30/2022 
  

     
12,856.00  

Grants Appropriated - NJDOH Vaccination Supplemental Funding 
   

2022 - 7/1/2021 - 6/30/2022 
 

     
12,856.00  

 

    

Grants Receivable - NJDOH Vaccination Supplemental Funding 
   

2023 - 7/1/2022 - 6/30/2023 
  

       
7,908.00  



  

Grants Appropriated - NJDOH Vaccination Supplemental Funding 
   

2023 - 7/1/2022 - 6/30/2023 
 

       
7,908.00  

 

    

Grants Receivable - NJDOH Vaccination Supplemental Funding 
   

2024 - 7/1/2023 - 6/30/2024 
  

       
5,065.00  

Grants Appropriated - NJDOH Vaccination Supplemental Funding 
   

2024 - 7/1/2023 - 6/30/2024 
 

       
5,065.00  

 

    
  

   
112,714.00  

   
112,714.00      

 
Agenda and Date Voted: 12/23/2025 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 12/23/2025. 
 
 
                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT: 

The balances in these grant accounts are to be cancelled since the projects have been completed and/or the grants have expired.  The receivable portions 
are uncollectible from the State of New Jersey.     
 
12/11/2025      Sean McCarthy, CFO 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0448 

 
Tax Exemption Approval for David Ruhlig, Trustee of Ruhlig Trust 

 
WHEREAS, the owner of Block 501, Lot 25, has filed an application for a full property tax 
exemption based on a total and permanent disability incurred as a result of wartime military 
service; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.30, a veteran who is determined to have a service-
connected total and permanent disability is entitled to a full exemption from property taxation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor has reviewed and approved the application, effective November 
25, 2025, and for each subsequent year the applicant continues to meet all statutory requirements; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Tax Collector for the Township of Bernards recommends that the property taxes 
for Block 501, Lot 25, commonly known as 12 Van Dorn Rd., and currently owned by Ruhlig 
Trust, be canceled effective November 25, 2025, and that the property be exempt from taxation 
for the duration of ownership, provided the owner remains qualified under the statute. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards, that the property taxes for Block 501, Lot 25 be and hereby are canceled effective 
November 25, 2025, and the property shall remain exempt from taxation for as long as the owner 
continues to qualify under N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.30. 
 
Agenda & Date Voted: 12/23/2025 
 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
The above-referenced property owner has applied for and been granted a property tax exemption due to a total and permanent service-connected 
disability as a wartime veteran. Because the exemption was approved partway through the 2025 tax year—after taxes were already levied—this 
resolution authorizes the cancellation of property taxes from November 25, 2025, through the end of the year. The property will remain tax-exempt 
beginning in tax year 2026, as long as the owner remains qualified. 
Kevin Sant’Angelo 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 12/23/2025. 
 
 
 
                              Christine Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 

http://www.bernards.org/


 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

Kevin Sant’Angelo, Tax Collector 
1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 

908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 
 

Resolution #2025-0449 

Authorization for Tax Refund Due to Overpayment - Verizon 

WHEREAS, the following tax overpayment exists on 4th Quarter 2025 and can’t be posted forward as the 
line item will no longer be taxable starting January 1, 2026; and 

WHEREAS, the overpayment must be returned to Verizon to clear the account; and 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector is recommending a refund be issued. 

Block/Lot Quarter/Year Amount Issue Refund to 

 
600/2 

 
4Q25 

       
$208.77 

Verizon Property Tax Dept. 
PO Box 635 

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, 
that we do hereby approve and authorize these refunds.    

Agenda and Date Voted: 12/23/2025    

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 12/23/2025 
 
 
                              Christine V Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 
 
 
Interpretive Statement: An overpayment of 2025 property taxes exists for this account.  The tax collector suggests a refund of the 
overpayment to the payor to clear the account as this is no longer a billable line item. 
          
       Kevin Sant’Angelo, Tax Collector   
 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

Kevin Sant’Angelo, Tax Collector 
1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 

908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 
 

Resolution #2025-0450 

Authorization for Tax Refund Due Veteran Exemption - Ruhlig 

WHEREAS, David Ruhlig, trustee of Ruhlig Trust, owner of and residing at Block 501 Lot 25 filed 
application with the Tax Assessor for a Totally Disabled Veteran Exemption and was given approval effective 
November 25, 2025. 

WHEREAS, the taxes from the date the Tax Assessor determines the Permanently and Totally Disabled 
Veterans Exemption begins should be cancelled and payments made on cancelled taxes in the amount 
$1,698.97 should be refunded. 

WHEREAS, with the authorization of the original payee, CoreLogic, the overpayment must be returned to the 
property owner to clear the account; and 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector is recommending a refund be issued. 

Block/Lot Quarter/Year Amount Issue Refund to 

 
501/25 

 
Q4 2025 

 
$1,698.97 

Ruhlig Trust 
12 Van Dorn Rd 

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, that we 
do hereby approve and authorize this refund.    

Agenda and Date Voted: 12/23/2025    

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 12/23/2025 
 
 
 
                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 
 
 
Interpretive Statement: This property was granted a Veteran Exemption from property taxes. As such, the above payment is due 
back to the property owner. I recommend a refund be issued to clear this account.     
      
       Kevin Sant’Angelo, Tax Collector   



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

Resolution #2025-0451 

Authorizing a Renewal of Shared Services Agreement with the Borough of Peapack and 

Gladstone, the Borough of Bernardsville, the Township of Bedminster, and the Township of 

Bernards, for the Establishment and Operation of a Shared Municipal Court  

for the Period of January 1, 2026, to December 31, 2028 

.  

WHEREAS, the Township of Bedminster (“Bedminster”), the Borough of Peapack and Gladstone 

(“Peapack-Gladstone”), the Borough of Bernardsville (“Bernardsville”) and the Township of 

Bernards (“Bernards”) have reviewed their needs, resources and personnel and have found that 

they can assist each other at considerable savings to the taxpayers of each municipality by 

establishing and operating a shared municipal court; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1, et seq., any municipality of the State of New Jersey 

may contract with any other municipality for the shared provision within their several jurisdictions 

of any service that any party to the agreement is empowered to provide within its own jurisdiction; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2B:12-1(c), two or more municipalities, by resolution, may 

agree jointly to provide for courtrooms, chambers, equipment, supplies and employees for their 

municipal courts and agree to appoint judges and administrators without establishing a joint 

municipal court; and 

 

WHEREAS, in a Shared Municipal Court, each Court retains its own identity; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Shared Municipal Court shall be operated as four separate courts, pursuant to 

which Bedminster is the host municipality and provides the services described in this Agreement 

to Peapack and Gladstone, Bernardsville and Bernards; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Shared Services Agreement, in the form attached hereto and made a part hereof, 

was negotiated and agreed to by Bedminster, Peapack-Gladstone, Bernardsville and Bernards 

which establishes a shared municipal court and provides for the sharing of court facilities and court 

staff including the municipal judge, court administrators, other court employees, prosecutors, 

public defenders and security personnel; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Shared Services Agreement has been reviewed by the Township Attorney, along 

with representatives of the Township and the Municipal Division staff; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards finds it to be in the best 

interest of the Township and its residents to enter into this Shared Services Agreement with 

Peapack-Gladstone, Bernardsville and Bedminster for the establishment and operation of a shared 

municipal court. 

 



 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bernards, in the County of Somerset, and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

1. There shall be established a shared municipal court servicing the Township of Bedminster, 

Borough of Peapack and Gladstone, Borough of Bernardsville and Township of Bernards 

subject to compliance with the terms and conditions of the approval of Honorable Micheal 

V Cresitello, Jr., A. J. S. C. 

 

2. The Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached 

Shared Services Agreement with the Borough of Peapack and Gladstone, the Borough of 

Bernardsville and the Township of Bedminster, which Agreement sets forth the terms and 

conditions for the operation of the shared municipal court, including the sharing of court 

facilities and court staff including the municipal judge, court administrators, other court 

employees, prosecutors, public defenders and security personnel. 

 

3. The Township Clerk/Administrator, Township Attorney and other appropriate Township 

officials are further authorized to take any and all action required to comply with this 

Agreement. 

 

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption, and the adoption of the 

appropriate mechanism approving the Shared Services Agreement adopted by the 

Township. 
 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 12/23/2025. 

 

 

 

 

      Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
This Resolution authorizes the third renewal of a Shared Services Agreement with the Borough of Peapack and Gladstone, the Borough of 

Bernardsville, the Township of Bedminster, and the Township of Bernards for the establishment and operation of a shared municipal court for the 
period of January 1, 2026, to December 31, 2028. 
 

 



 

 

 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

Resolution #2025-0452 

Change Order # 1 Authorizing Purchase of Road Materials from  

Union County Cooperative Pricing System, Contract # UCCP-64-2024 awarded to Weldon Materials, 141 Central 

Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 for an additional amount of $ 5,000.00 

 

WHEREAS, the Bernards Township Committee on December 9, 2025, passed resolution #2025-0435 in the amount 

of $ 85,000.00 authorizing the purchase of various products and services from Union County Cooperative Pricing 

System, Contract # UCCP-64-2024; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Union County Cooperative Pricing System, Contract # UCCP-64-2024 awarded a contract to 

 Weldon Materials, 141 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township is authorized to make purchases through cooperative and State contracts pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-10 and 12; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available in the budget; the line-item 

appropriation to be charged is line account #5-01-26-290-266. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that the 

Purchasing Agent be authorized to issue purchase orders to Weldon Materials, 141 Central Avenue, Westfield, 

NJ 07090 for an additional amount of $ 5,000.00 for new not to exceed amount of $ 90,000.00 through December 

31, 2025. 

 

Agenda and Date Voted: 12/23/2025 

 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

This change order represents a net increase as a result of maintenance and repair work completed and/or anticipated by the DPW Road 

Division. 

 

Date: December 17, 2025 

 

 

Ryan Wallace, CPWM 

Director Public Works 

 

 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

 
I, Sean McCarthy, CFO of the Township of Bernards, hereby certify that adequate funds are available in the 2025 Budget for the above referenced purchase in the 

amount of $ 5,000.00 for a new not to exceed amount of $90,000.00.. Monies are available in line account #5-01-26-290-266. 

                                                                                               

  
Date: December 17, 2025 Sean McCarthy, CFO 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bernards.org/


 

 
 

PURCHASING CERTIFICATION 

Adoption will permit the purchase of various products and services not available from other sources from noted vendor relative to the day-to-day operation of the 

township departments. I hereby certify that I have prepared this resolution and reviewed it for accuracy.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Date: December 17, 2025 

 

 

 
 

 Francis J. Decibus, QPA, RPPO 
 Purchasing Agent 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 12/23/2025. 

 

 

                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
 


