
 
Please call 24 hours in advance (908) 204-3001  

if accommodations are required, including assistive listening devices (ALD). 
 

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP - TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
COMBINED AGENDA - REGULAR MEETING  

May 27, 2025 –  7:30 PM Public Open Session 
The Municipal Building, 1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, is open and is following the CDC’s current 
guidelines.  The meeting will be live streamed and can be found by clicking on the “Watch a Meeting Live” 
icon on the home page, www.bernards.org and can also be viewed live on Optimum/Cablevision TV - 
Channel 15 and Verizon FiOS TV - Channel 2135.   
 

A G E N D A  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE 
 
3. MAYOR’S OPENING MEETING STATEMENT  

 
4. ROLL CALL 
 
5. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if required) 
 
6. PRESENTATIONS 

A. Resolution #2025-0118 - Bernards Township Stigma Free Community Resolution 
 

B. Resolution #2025-0230 - Jewish Heritage Month Celebration – May 2025 
 
C. Resolution #2025-0231 - Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month Celebration – 

May 2025 
 

7. PUBLIC WORK SESSION (if required) 
 
8. CORRESPONDENCE  
 
9. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
10. STAFF COMMENTS, TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE COMMENTS AND BOARD / LIAISON 

REPORTS  
 
11. FIRE & RESCUE APPOINTMENT 

 
12. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Ordinance #2579 – An Ordinance of the Township of Bernards Appropriating $6,190,591.79 for 
Various Capital Improvements – Public Hearing  

 
13. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consent Agenda 
The items listed within the consent agenda portion of the meeting have been referred to the Township 
Committee for reading and study, are posted on the agenda on the website, are considered routine and 
will be enacted by one motion of the Township Committee with no separate discussion.  If separate 
discussion is required, the item may be removed from the agenda by township committee action and placed 
on the regular agenda under new business. 
1) Resolution #2025-0227 - Approval of the Bill List Dated 05/27/2025 
2) Resolution #2025-0234 - Authorization for Tax Collector to Participate in Electronic Tax Sale 

Process 
3) Resolution #2025-0236 - Approval of Special Event Permit Top Threat Championship 

Lacrosse Tournament Friday, July 11th through Sunday July 13th, 2025 
4) Resolution #2025-0237 – Authorizing Purchasing from the Educational Services Commission 

of New Jersey (ESCNJ) Co-Op Contract # ESCNJ 24/25/39 for Pool Equipment/Supplies 

Estimated 
Times 
 
 
7:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:35 PM 
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and Repair & Maintenance to Main Line Commercial Pools, 441 Feheley Drive, King of 
Prussia, PA 19406 In the Amount Not to Exceed $48,000.00 

5) Resolution #2025-0238 – Personnel Appointment Tyler Ostrander – Truck Driver – Public 
Works Department 

6) Resolution #2025-0239 - Commendation on the Occasion of Your Retirement Michelle 
Santoro – Health Department 

7) Resolution #2025-0240 - Award of Bid for the 2025 DPW Path Improvements – Phase 1 to 
Crossroads Paving, 386 South Street Suite 109, Newark, NJ 07105 In the Amount of 
$123,830.00 

8) Resolution #2025-0241 - Award of Bid, for One (1) 2025 Mini Paver and Skid Steer Side 
Dump Bucket to Central Jersey Const. Equip. Sales LLC Dba Jersey Rents, 252 Atlantic City 
Blvd, Bayville, NJ, 08721 in the Amount of $63,650.00 

9) Resolution #2025-0242 - Authorizing and Approving Purchase of One (1) 2025 Jeep 
Compass Sport 4x4 from the Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System Contract 47-
CPCPS Contract Item #10 to Fred Beans Management Company, Inc., 3960 Airport 
Boulevard Doylestown, PA 18902 In the Amount Not to Exceed $26,600.00 

10) Resolution #2025-0243 - Authorizing and Approving Purchase of the Renewal Enterprise 
Software from the (County of Bergen) New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Alliance Contract 
#CK04, Subcontract 24-38 to SHI, 290 Davidson Avenue, Somerset, NJ 08873 In the Amount 
Not to Exceed $71,800.00 

11) Resolution #2025-0244 - Acceptance of Grant and Insertion of Revenue Item Into the 2025 
Budget in the amount of $800,000 from the County of Somerset via funding under the 
American Recovery Plan (ARP) for the Support of Public Sewer and Water Improvements 

12) Resolution #2025-0245 - Acceptance of Grant and Insertion of Grant Revenue Items Into the 
2025 Budget $10,107.42 for the Somerset County Municipal Alliance Grant for the Purpose 
of Funding the FY2026 Municipal Alliance Program and $2,526.86 for the FY2026 Municipal 
Alliance 25% Match 

13) Resolution #2025-0246 - Authorization of Renewal of 2025-2026 Liquor Licenses: Dello 
Russo Enterprises, Inc.; HGC Basking Ridge, LLC; F&H Gjakova LLC; Finley Enterprise LLC;   
NJ National Golf Club, LLC; Olde Mill Inn at Basking Ridge, Inc.; SM Investments at Basking 
Ridge LLC, Tropokos LLC; BR Wine Rack, LLC; Ridge Fine Wines LLC; Courtyard 
Management Corporation; Verizon BR Operating, LLC; The Fellowship Club, Inc.; Fellowship 
Senior Living Inc.  

14) Resolution #2025-0248 - Personnel Appointment Joanne Slaman-Planning/Zoning 
Secretary, Administrative Coordinator Engineering Department 

 
B. Resolution #2025-0233 - Authorizing the Bernards Township Attorney to File a Copy of this 

Resolution #2025-0233 Endorsing the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan Adopted by the 
Township Planning Board on May 20, 2025, with the Affordable Housing Dispute Resolution 
Program through eCourts Pursuant to Administrative Directive of the Courts #14-24, Docket No. 
SOM-L-157-25  
 

C. Ordinance #2580 - An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of 
Bernards Chapter 4 “General Licensing,” Section 10 “Alarm Systems” – Introduction 
 

D. Approval of Minutes 
04/29/2025 Open Session Minutes 

 
14. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if required) 
 
15. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 

Christine V. Kieffer,  Municipal Clerk 
 
 
(Note:  Copies of Resolutions and other supporting documents listed on this agenda can be found on the pages below) 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
 Resolution #2025-0118 

Bernards Township Stigma Free Community Resolution 

 

WHEREAS, the National Institute of Mental Health reports that one in five U.S. adults experience mental 

illness each year, and that one in twenty adults live with a serious mental illness such as schizophrenia, 

major depression or bipolar disorder; and 

 

WHEREAS, the stigma associated with the disease of mental illness is identified as the primary reason 

individuals fail to seek the help they need to recover from the disease; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Stigma-Free Community aims to inspire public interest and open dialogues about stigma, 

raise awareness of the disease of mental illness and creates a culture wherein residents who have the disease 

of mental illness feel supported by their community and neighbors and feel free to seek treatment for the 

disease without fear of stigma; and 

 

WHEREAS, led by the Health Department and Municipal Alliance, Bernards Township has hosted 

programs such as QPR Suicide Prevention Training, Mental Health First Aid, and Youth Mental Health 

First Aid to promote awareness and early intervention; and 

 

WHEREAS, promoting awareness that there can be no “health” without mental health will break down 

barriers and encourage residents of all ages to be mindful of their mental health and ask for help when 

needed; and 

 

WHEREAS, local resources are already available to educate residents and connect those with the disease 

of mental illness so that no one resident needs to suffer alone or feel hopeless; and 

 

WHEREAS, establishing a Stigma-Free Community will raise awareness of already established resources 

in the community and encourages residents to engage in care as soon as the need is identified so recovery 

can begin, hope is inspired and tragedies are avoided. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, 

County of Somerset, State of New Jersey recognizes the Community’s needs and re-designates the 

Township of Bernards as a Stigma-Free Community.  

 

Agenda and Date Voted:  05/27/2025 
 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

This resolution recognizes Bernards Township as a Stigma Free Community, reaffirming the Township’s commitment to ending the stigma surrounding 

mental health. The Municipal Alliance and Youth Services Commission have brought forward innovative youth-focused initiatives, including Grab n Go 
and Mind n Mingle, supporting teens with creative outlets and in-person mental health resources post-COVID. The COPE program offers elementary 

students healthy coping tools and supports school counselors with social-emotional learning materials. With continued collaboration from Somerset County, 

Bernards Township is proud to strengthen its role in the Stigma Free movement and foster a more inclusive, supportive community. 
Date:  5/1/25 

 
Kaitlin Cartoccio, MPH, MCHES, DRCC 

Senior Health Educator, Municipal Alliance & Youth Services Coordinator 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 

 

 

                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 



 

Resolution #2025-0230 

Jewish Heritage 

Month Celebration – May 2025 

  

WHEREAS, Bernards takes great pride in the varied religious and cultural traditions of residents and 

seeks to afford all people the opportunity to better understand, recognize, and appreciate the rich 

histories, cultures, and shared principles of Jewish Americans; and 

 

WHEREAS, like so many of the cultures represented in this Township, Jewish Americans bring 

values and traditions that enrich the fabric of our Township; and 

 

WHEREAS, there are nearly half a million Jewish Americans in New Jersey, representing one of the 

largest Jewish American communities in the United States; and 

 

WHEREAS, Jewish Americans, continue to contribute to every area of society; and 

 

WHEREAS, May has been designated Jewish Heritage month in New Jersey to celebrate the cultural 

heritage, achievements, and contributions Jewish Americans have made and continue to make. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the 

Township of Bernards does hereby recognize May as Jewish Heritage Month.  

 

Agenda and Date Voted:    05/27/2025 

 

 

     

   

 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 

 

 

 

                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 



 

Resolution #2025-0231 

Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage 

Month Celebration – May 2025 

  

WHEREAS, Bernards takes great pride in the varied religious and cultural traditions of residents and 

seeks to afford all people the opportunity to better understand, recognize, and appreciate the rich 

histories, cultures, and shared principles of Asian American and Pacific Islanders; and 

 

WHEREAS, like so many of the cultures represented in this Township, Asian American and Pacific 

Islander bring values and traditions that enrich the fabric of our Township; and 

 

WHEREAS, Asian American and Pacific Islander, continue to contribute to every area of society; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, May has been designated Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage month in New 

Jersey to celebrate the cultural heritage, achievements, and contributions Asian American and Pacific 

Islander have made and continue to make. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the 

Township of Bernards does hereby recognize May as Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage 

Month.  

 

Agenda and Date Voted:    05/27/2025 
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CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 

 

 

 

                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
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Ordinance of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
 

ORDINANCE #2579 
An Ordinance of the Township of Bernards  

Appropriating $6,190,591.79 for Various Capital Improvements 
   
BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards in the 
County of Somerset, New Jersey that the sum of $6,190,591.79 is hereby appropriated from 
the Capital Improvement Fund, for the following purposes: 
 

A $3,720,000.00 
Engineering Improvement Projects including but not limited to 
Roadway Management and Reconstruction, Sidewalk and 
Drainage Improvements, and Pedestrian Bridges & Paths. 

B $325,000.00 

Facility Improvements including but not limited to: Repairs and 
Improvements to the following structures: Engineering Services 
Building, Health Dept., Police HQ, Various Parks & Recreation 
Facilities, and Municipal Building. 

C $125,000.00  

DPW Projects and Equipment including but not limited to: Various 
Roadway Repairs, Bituminous Concrete Facility Repair; Guiderail 
Repair and Replacement; Repair and Retrofit Drainage; Small 
Equipment. 

D $204,000.00 Various Systems Improvements including Hardware and Software 
Upgrades, and Police Mobile Data Terminals. 

E $78,550.00 Purchase of Various Emergency Equipment and Emergency 
Vehicles for the Basking Ridge First Aid Squad. 

F $75,300.00 Purchase of Various Emergency Equipment and Emergency 
Vehicles for the Basking Ridge Fire Company. 

G $341,541.79 Purchase of Various Emergency Equipment and Radio and 
Breathing Apparatus for the Liberty Corner Fire Company. 

H $150,000.00 Purchase of Various Grounds Maintenance Equipment, including 
but not limited to Tractors, and Small Equipment. 

I $410,000.00 
Parks and Recreation Facility Improvements including but not 
limited to Playgrounds, Tennis Courts, Parks, and Field 
infrastructure, equipment and lighting. 

J $121,200.00 
Purchase of Police Equipment including, but not limited to, Patrol 
Car Equipment; Radar Units, License Plate Reader Cameras, and 
Body Worn Cameras. 

K $85,000.00 
Pleasant Valley Pool Facility Improvements including, but not 
limited to Painting, Replacement of Soft Surfacing, and 
Equipment. 

L $555,000.00 
Purchase of Motor Vehicle Fleet Replacements including, but not 
limited to DPW Equipment Vehicles, Utility, Tandem, and Mason 
Body Trucks, and Passenger Vehicles. 
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Any grant moneys received for the purposes described above hereof shall be applied to 
direct payment of the cost of the improvements and shall reduce the amount authorized 
from the capital improvement fund to the extent that such funds are so used. 
 
The period of usefulness is five years or more.  The capital budget of the Township is 
hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any 
inconsistencies herewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board 
showing all detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the 
Director, Division of Local Government Services is on file with the Township Clerk and 
are available for public inspection. 
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, this ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final 
passage and publication in accordance with law. 
 

Explanatory Statement 
 

This ordinance appropriates funds for capital items included in the 2025 Capital Plan and contained in the adopted 2025 Capital Budget.  
 
Sean McCarthy, CFO 
Date:  4/23/2025 
 

TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
Ordinance #2579 was introduced and passed on first reading by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards in 
the County of Somerset on 04/29/2025 and then ordered to be published according to law.  It will be further considered 
for final passage and adoption at a public hearing held at a meeting of the Township Committee at the Municipal Building, 
1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ in said township on 05/27/2025, at 7:30 P.M., when and where, or at such time and 
place to which said meeting may be adjourned, all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning 
said ordinance. A complete text of this ordinance is available in the Office of the Municipal Clerk, 1 Collyer Lane, Basking 
Ridge, NJ, from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday.  Copies are also available via e-mail from 
ckieffer@bernards.org. 

       
By Order of the Township Committee 

       Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 











 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

Resolution #2025-0234 

Authorization for Tax Collector to Participate in Electronic Tax Sale Process 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:5-19, authorizes electronic tax sales pursuant to rules and regulations to 

be promulgated by the Director of Division of Local Government Services (DLGS); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Director of DLGS has approved NJ Tax Lien Investors/RealAuction.com to 

conduct electronic programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Director of DLGS has promulgated rules and regulations for pilot programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the electronic tax sale process provides the Township with a greater pool of potential 

lien buyers allowing for a more complete tax sale process. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bernards that the Tax Collector be authorized to take necessary action to participate in the 

electronic tax sale on or about October 2, 2025.  

 
INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT: 

Authorization of the electronic tax sale provides a greater pool of potential lien buyers, in turn, allowing for a more 

complete tax sale process.  Kevin Sant’Angelo, Tax Collector 

 

Agenda and Date Voted: 05/27/2025 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 

 

 

 

                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 

http://www.bernards.org/


 

 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510 www.bernards.org 

 

Resolution #2025-0236 

Approval of Special Event Permit 

Top Threat Championship Lacrosse Tournament 

Friday, July 11th thru Sunday July 13th, 2025 

 

WHEREAS, Kat Holley, representing Triple Treat Elite Sports “the applicant,” has requested a special 

event permit for 07/11/2025 thru 07/13/2025 from 6:00 AM to 8:30 PM for the purpose of holding a 

three-day elite level youth girl’s lacrosse tournament event at Mountain Park, Astor Fields and Pingry 

School; and 

 

WHEREAS, the applicant has satisfied the requirements of the Revised General Ordinances of the 

Township of Bernards § 4-4. et. seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the applicant has contracted with a private ambulance company to be on standby during 

all hours of the competition and provided proof of the contract; and  

 

WHEREAS, the applicant has agreed to hire 3 off-duty police officers to assist with the event; and 

 

WHEREAS, DPW will secure a dumpster to be located at Mountain Park for garbage collection during 

the event and the applicant has agreed to pay the tipping fee; and  

 

WHEREAS, the applicant has indicated that the food truck "Fork in the Road, LLC" wishes participate 

in the event; and 

 

WHEREAS, "Fork in the Road, LLC" may only participate if they submit the appropriate application 

to the Township Fire Official and receive approval from the Fire Official; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Clerk, Police, Recreation Director, Fire Official, Health Department, DPW 

Director, Risk Manager, Emergency Management and Township Administrator have reviewed the 

application and find it complete. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards 

that the request be approved.   

 

Agenda and Date Voted: 05/27/2025 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 

 

 

 

 

 

                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
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1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
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Resolution #2025-0237 

Authorizing Purchasing from the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey (ESCNJ)  
Co-Op Contract # ESCNJ 24/25/39 for Pool Equipment/Supplies and Repair & Maintenance 

to Main Line Commercial Pools, 441 Feheley Drive, King of Prussia, PA 19406 
In the Amount Not to Exceed $48,000.00 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Bernards wishes to continue to purchase Pool Equipment/Supplies and Repair & 
Maintenance from the lowest responsible bidder under the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey 
(ESCNJ) Co-Op Contract # ESCNJ 24/25/39; and   
 
WHEREAS, Somerset County Co-Op awarded a contract to Main Line Commercial Pools, 441 Feheley Drive, 
King of Prussia, PA 19406; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township is authorized to make purchases through cooperative and State contracts pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-10 and 12; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Director of Parks and Recreation and the Purchasing Agent to 
purchase pool equipment/supplies and repair & maintenance though the Educational Services Commission of 
New Jersey (ESCNJ) Co-Op Contract # ESCNJ 24/25/39; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that the 
Purchasing Agent be authorized to issue purchase orders to Main Line Commercial Pools, 441 Feheley Drive, 
King of Prussia, PA 19406. 
 
Agenda and Date Voted: 05/27/2025 
 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
This resolution authorizes the purchase of pool equipment/supplies and repair & maintenance under the Educational Services 
Commission of New Jersey (ESCNJ) Co-Op Contract # ESCNJ 24/25/39. 
 
Date: May 20, 2025 
 

 
Francis J. Decibus, QPA, RPPO 
Purchasing Agent 
 

 
PURCHASING CERTIFICATION 

Adoption will permit the purchase of recurring commodities from noted vendor relative to the day to day operation of the township Parks and Recreation.  I hereby 
certify that I have prepared this resolution and reviewed it for accuracy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: May 20, 2025 

 
 

 
 
Francis J. Decibus, QPA, RPPO Purchasing Agent 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 
 
 
                             Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
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Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

Resolution #2025-0238 
Personnel Appointment 

 Tyler Ostrander – Truck Driver – Public Works Department 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards approved a Side letter of 
Agreement between Township of Bernards and International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
Chauffeurs, Warehousemen, and Helpers of America Local 469 at their regularly scheduled 
meeting on February 14, 2023; and 
 
WHEREAS, the aforementioned agreement amends Article Eight of the current Teamsters 
contract, entitled Work Assignments to include – F. Any Township employee who is in the title of 
Laborer on or after March 1, 2023, and possesses a Commercial Driver’s License will be promoted 
to Truck Driver; and 
 
WHEREAS, Tyler Ostrander has received his Commercial Driver’s License and is qualified to 
fill said position; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Administrator/COO and Human Resources Officer recommend 
appointment of Tyler Ostrander to full time Truck Driver. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards that Tyler Ostrander be appointed full-time Truck Driver with a promotion date of 
Monday, June 2, 2025, at an hourly rate of $22.44 for a 40-hour work week. 
 
Agenda and Date Voted:  05/27/2025 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 
 
 
                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
The side letter of Agreement passed at the 2/14/23 Township Committee meeting amended the Teamsters Union contract to include 
the upgrade of any employee in the position of Laborer who possesses a Commercial Driver’s License on or after March 1, 2023 
be promoted to the position of Truck Driver.  Tyler Ostrander is qualified to fill said position.  Mr. Ostrander has worked for the 
Bernards Township Department of Public Works since 2022. 
Carol Ackerman, Assistant HR Manager 
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Resolution #2025-0239 

Commendation on the Occasion of Your Retirement 
Michelle Santoro – Health Department 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards desires to convey to you an 
expression of its appreciation and grateful acknowledgment for the valued services rendered by you as 
the Animal Control Officer for the Township of Bernards for the past 17 years; and 
  
WHEREAS, you have given generously of your time and efforts in a dignified, faithful and professional 
manner; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards sincerely appreciates the 
worthwhile contributions you have made towards the material development, communal welfare, safety 
and quality of life in Bernards Township; and 
 
WHEREAS, on the occasion of your 17 years of service you are retiring to start the next challenging 
and exciting chapter of your life; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards 
that its sincere congratulations are expressed on the occasion of your retirement. 
 
Signed and sealed on behalf of the Township Committee on this 27th Day of May, Two Thousand and 
Twenty-Five. 
 
Agenda and Date Voted:  05/27/2025 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 Janice M. Fields, Mayor 

 
  
 Andrew McNally, Deputy Mayor 

 
  
 Jennifer L. Asay 
  

 
 Ana Duarte McCarthy 
  

 
 David E. Tancredi 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 
 
 
                                        Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
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Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0240 

Award of Bid for the 2025 DPW Path Improvements – Phase 1 to  
Crossroads Paving, 386 South Street Suite 109, Newark, NJ 07105 

In the Amount of $123,830.00.  
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Bernards received bids on Tuesday, April 29, 2025 at 11:00 AM for the 2025 DPW Path 
Improvements – Phase 1.  The bid summary is as follows: 
 

BIDDERS NAME TOTAL BID AMOUNT 
Crossroads Paving $123,830.00 
Denbar Construction $149,350.00 
Reivax Contracting Corp. $162,515.00 
Renda Roads, Inc. $233,350.00 
Cifelli & Son General Contracting Inc. $234,250.00 
Halecon,. Inc. $353,000.00 

 
WHEREAS, it is the combined recommendation of the Township Engineer, Administrator and Purchasing Agent to award 
the contract to the lowest bidder Crossroads Paving, 386 South Street Suite 109, Newark, NJ 07105 in the amount of 
$123,830.00; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available in the budget; the line item appropriations or 
Capital Ordinance #2524 line account C-04-55-524-C01 ($56,025.30), and Capital Ordinance #2556 line account C-04-55-
556-C01 ($67,804.70); and 
 
WHEREAS, this contract has been awarded to Crossroads Paving through a "fair and open process" pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.4, et seq. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, County of Somerset, 
State of New Jersey, that the bid be awarded to Crossroads Paving, 386 South Street Suite 109, Newark, NJ 07105 in the 
amount of $123,830.00; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that in 
accordance with the bid specifications, the contract between Bernards Township (“Owner”) and Crossroads Paving 
(“Contractor”) shall contain:  
 
1. Provisions of all labor, material, and equipment necessary to perform all work as indicated on the Drawings and 

Specified for the 2025 DPW Path Improvements – Phase 1. 
2. This contract shall, for all purposes, be deemed a New Jersey Contract and any provision of this contract shall be 

governed and interpreted with the Laws of the State of New Jersey. 
3. Any modification to this contract shall be in writing and signed by both parties and upon obtaining said signatures shall 

immediately become part of the contract. 
4. The cost of this contract is not to exceed the total bid amount unless negotiated in advance of service delivery, and the 

Township Committee approves an amendment revising that figure. 
5. Billing must be rendered within 30 days of service delivery. 
6. As required by law, the parties to this contract agree to incorporate into this contract the mandatory affirmative action 

language promulgated by the Treasurer pursuant to P.L. 1975, c.127, which is attached to resolution as Exhibit B. 
7. The Township may terminate this contract if contractor does not fulfill the services as outlined in the Bid Specification, 

upon five (5) days written notice via certified mail. 
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8. The Contractor shall commence the work not later than ten (10) calendar days after the owner has given the Notice to 
Proceed Date to the Contractor in writing. 

9. The completion time period shall include, but not be limited to, the time necessary to prepare shop drawings, to order, 
process, and deliver all equipment and materials, to obtain necessary permits and approvals, to perform the proper 
installation contemplated under this Contract and all else necessary and incidental in connection with the performance 
of this Contract. 

10. If the Contractor fails to complete the work within the specified time plus extensions, the Contractor shall be responsible 
to the Township for liquidated damages in the sum of $1,000.00 per day for every day after the 30 day deadline and 
$1,000.00 per day for every day after the deadline until the completion and acceptance of the work. Such liquidated 
damages shall not be considered as a penalty. The Township shall deduct and retain out of any money due or to become 
due herein to Contract the amount of the liquidated damages. 

11. In accordance with bid specifications, if the Contractor, upon notification by the Township of Bernards, fails to execute 
the contract prepared by the Township attorney within ten (10) days of such notification with the Township of Bernards, 
the Township may rescind the award of the bid to the Contractor and award the contract to another bidder, and shall 
have the right to proceed against the guaranty accompanying the bid. 

  
I agree to the terms as stated in this Resolution and by signing this document, as I am committed to follow all terms of this 
award. 

______________________________________________________ 
Aida Gomes, President 

Agenda and Date Voted:  05/27/2025 
 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT: 
The scope of work for the 2025 DPW Path Improvements – Phase 1 project includes construction and overlay of various walking paths at several park locations within 
the Township.  This resolution awards the contract to the lowest responsible bidder as part of the Township’s capital improvement program.    
 
Date: 5/13/2025      Ryan Wallace 
       Director of Public Works 

 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

I, Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Offcier of the Township of Bernards, hereby certify that adequate funds are available for the above referenced purchase in the not to 
exceed amount of $123,830.00.  Monies are available in the Capital Ordinance Capital Ordinance #2524 line account C-04-55-524-C01 ($56,025.30) and Capital Ordinance 
#2556 line account C-04-55-556-C01 ($67,804.70).                                                                                                
 
Date: May 21, 2025  

                       

 
Sean McCarthy - Chief Financial Officer 

  
 

PURCHASING CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify that I have prepared this resolution and reviewed it for accuracy.                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
Date: June 16, 2025 

 

 
Francis J. Decibus, QPA 
Purchasing Agent 

      
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025.   
 
 
 
                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0241 

Award of Bid, for One (1) 2025 Mini Paver and Skid Steer Side Dump Bucket to Central Jersey Const. Equip. 
Sales LLC Dba Jersey Rents, 252 Atlantic City Blvd, Bayville, NJ, 08721 in the Amount of $63,650.00  

 
WHEREAS, The Township received bids on Tuesday, April 29, 2025, at 10:45 A.M. for One (1) 2025 Mini Paver 
and Skid Steer Side Dump Bucket; 
 

BIDDERS NAME UNIT COST TOTAL BID AMOUNT 
Central Jersey Cons. Equip. Sales 
LLC Dba Jersey Rents 

$63,650.00 $63,650.00 

 
 
WHEREAS, it is the combined recommendation of the Director of Public Works, Administrator and Purchasing 
Agent to award a contract to the lowest responsible bidder, Central Jersey Const. Equip. Sales Dba Jersey Rents, 
252 Atlantic City Blvd, Bayville, NJ, 08721; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available in the budget; the line item 
appropriations to be charged is Capital Ordinance #2556, line account #C-04-55-556-L02 ($63,650.00); and 
 
WHEREAS, this contract has been awarded to Central Jersey Const. Equip. Sales Dba Jersey Rents, 252 
Atlantic City Blvd, Bayville, NJ, 08721, through a "fair and open process" pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et 
seq. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, County 
of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the bid be awarded to: Central Jersey Const. Equip. Sales Dba Jersey Rents, 
252 Atlantic City Blvd, Bayville, NJ, 08721 in the amount of $63,650.00. 
  

I agree to the terms as stated in this Resolution and by signing this document, as I am committed to follow all 
terms of this award. 

 
 

____________________________________________________ 
Robert Mennona Jr. 
Managing Member 

 
Agenda and Date Voted: 05/27/2025 
 

Explanatory Statement 
It is my recommendation, based upon review of the bid packages submitted, to award the contract to Central Jersey Const. Equip. Sales LLC Dba Jersey Rents in the net 
total bid amount of $63,650.00.  This recommendation is made in accordance with the fleet vehicle and equipment replacement plan for 2024. 
 
Date: 5/3/2025       Ryan Wallace, Director of Public Works 
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CFO CERTIFICATION 
I, Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer of the Township of Bernards, hereby certify that adequate funds are available for the above referenced purchase in the not to 
exceed amount of $63,650.00. Monies are available in Capital Ordinance #2556, line account #C-04-55-556-L02 ($63,650.00). 
                                                                                                      
 
Date:  May 21, 2025 

 
Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer 

 
PURCHASING CERTIFICATION 

 
I hereby certify that I have prepared this resolution and reviewed it for accuracy.                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: May 6, 2025 

 

 
Francis J. Decibus, QPA, RPPO 
Purchasing Agent 

      
CERTIFICATION 

 
I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 
 
 
 
                              Christine Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0242 

Authorizing and Approving Purchase of One (1) 2025 Jeep Compass Sport 4x4 from the Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System 
Contract 47-CPCPS Contract Item #10 to Fred Beans Management Company, Inc., 3960 Airport Boulevard Doylestown, PA 18902 

In the Amount Not to Exceed $26,600.00 
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Bernards Department of Public Works wishes to purchase one (1) 2025 Jeep Compass Sport; 
 

QTY DESCRIPTION UNIT TOTAL 
1 2025 Jeep Compass 4x4 (CPCPS Contract Item #10) $25.900.00 

CODE WITH ADDITIONAL OPTIONS  
PW7 Bright White Clearcoat $0.00 
EC1 Engine: 2.0L 14 DOHC Di Turbo w ESS (STD) $0.00 
DGD Transmission: 8 speed Automatic 8F30 (STD) $0.00 
A7X9 Black, Cloth Low-Back Bucket Seats $0.00 

 Destination Charge $1595 
 Subtotal Pre Tax Adjustments Cranford CO OP (#47-CPCPS) (-$895) 
 TOTAL $26,600.00 

 and  
 
WHEREAS, it is the combined recommendation of the Director of Public Works, Administrator and Purchasing Agent to award this 
purchase to; Fred Beans Management Company, Inc., 3960 Airport Boulevard, Doylestown, PA 18902 in the amount of $26,600.00; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available in the budget; the line-item appropriation to be charged 
is line account #C-05-55-547-B04 ($26,600.00); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township is authorized to make purchases through cooperative and State contracts pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-10 
and –12.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, Somerset County, New Jersey 
that the Purchasing Agent is hereby authorized to issue a purchase order for one (1) 2025 Jeep Compass Sport 4x4 from the Cranford 
Police Cooperative Pricing System Contract 47-CPCPS to Fred Beans Management Company, Inc. 3960 Airport Boulevard Doylestown, 
PA 18902 in the amount not to exceed $26,600.00. 
 
Agenda and Date Voted: 05/27/2025 
 

 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

 
I, Sean McCarthy, Treasurer of the Township of Bernards, hereby certify that adequate funds are available for the above referenced purchase in the 
amount not to exceed $26,600.00. Monies are available in the Capital Ordinance #2547, line account #C-05-55-547-B04.  

                                                                                               

  
Date:  May 21, 2025 Sean McCarthy, CFO 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
 

It is my recommendation, based upon review of the Cranford Police Cooperative Purchasing System Contract 47-CPCPS to issue a purchase order to 
Fred Beans Management Company, Inc. for one (1) 2025 Jeep Compass Sport 4x4 in the net total delivered price of $26,600.00.  This 
recommendation is made in accordance with the fleet vehicle replacement plan for 2024. This vehicle will be used by the Office of Emergency 
Management. 
 
 
Date: 05/08/2025 

 
Ryan Wallace, Director of Public Works 
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PURCHASING CERTIFICATION: 
 I hereby certify that I have prepared this resolution and reviewed it for accuracy. 
    

              
                                                                Francis J. Decibus, QPA 
Date: May 16, 2025                                                         Purchasing Agent                                                      
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 
 
 
                              Christine Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 



 

Resolution #2025-0243 

Authorizing and Approving Purchase of the Renewal Enterprise Software from the (County of Bergen) New Jersey 

Cooperative Purchasing Alliance Contract #CK04, Subcontract 24-38 to  

SHI, 290 Davidson Avenue, Somerset, NJ 08873  

In the Amount Not to Exceed $71,800.00 

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Bernards wishes to purchase renewal of Enterprise Software Enterprise Software and 

Office 365 Licenses from (County of Bergen) New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Alliance Contract #CK04, 

Subcontract 24-38; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County of Bergen awarded a contract to SHI, 290 Davidson Avenue, Somerset, NJ 08873; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township is authorized to make purchases through cooperative and State contracts pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-10 and 12; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available in the budget; the line item 

appropriation to be charged is line account #5-01-20-140-204; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the IT Manager and the Purchasing Agent to purchase renewal 

Enterprise Software Licenses from (County of Bergen) New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Alliance Contract 

#CK04, Subcontract 24-38. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that the 

Purchasing Agent be authorized to issue a purchase order to SHI, 290 Davidson Avenue, Somerset, NJ 08873 in 

the amount not to exceed $ 71,800.00. 

 

Agenda and Date Voted: 05/27/2025 
 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

I, Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer of Bernards Township, hereby certify that adequate funds are available for the above referenced purchase in the amount 
not to exceed $ 71,800.00.  Monies are available in line account #5-01-20-140-204.   
 

 

Date:  May 21, 2025 
 

Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer 

 

PURCHASING CERTIFICATION 
Adoption will permit the purchase of renewal of Enterprise Software Licenses and SDL Hosting Services from (County of Bergen) New Jersey Cooperative 

Purchasing Alliance Contract #CK04, Subcontract 24-38.  I hereby certify that I have prepared this resolution and reviewed it for accuracy.  

 

 

 

 
Date: April 24, 2025 

 
 Francis J. Decibus, QPA, RPPO 
 Purchasing Agent 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 

 

 

                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 
 

 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 
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Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0244 

 Acceptance of Grant and Insertion of Revenue Item Into the 2025 Budget in the amount  

of $800,000 from the County of Somerset via funding under the American Recovery Plan (ARP) for the 

 Support of Public Sewer and Water Improvements  

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of 

any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the 

amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 

 

WHEREAS, the agreement dated February 13, 2024, between the Township and the County of Somerset via funding from the American 

Recovery Plan (ARP) in the amount of $800,000.00 to support Public Sewer and Water improvements for the designing and construction 

improvements for the Annin Road Pump Station and wishes to amend its 2025 budget to include this amount as revenue. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards hereby requests the Director 

of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue from: 

 

  Miscellaneous Revenues: 

  Public and Private Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 

   County of Somerset ARP – Public Sewer and Water Improvements 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $800,000.00 total be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:   

 

  General Appropriations: 

  (A)  Operations - Excluded from “CAPS” 

  Public and Private Appropriations Offset by Revenues: 

   County of Somerset ARP – Public Sewer and Water Improvements 

 

Agenda and Date Voted: 05/27/2025 

 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT: 

This resolution authorizes the acceptance of the County of Somerset ARP – Public Sewer and Water Improvements to defray the designing and construction improvements 
to the Annin Road Pump Station and amends the 2025 budget to appropriate the grant monies not anticipated at the time of budget adoption.                

      

 
Date: 05/27/2025                            Sean McCarthy, CFO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by 

the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 

 

 

                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

Resolution #2025-0245 

Acceptance of Grant and Insertion of Grant Revenue Items Into the 2025 Budget 

$10,107.42 for the Somerset County Municipal Alliance Grant for the Purpose of Funding the  

FY2026 Municipal Alliance Program and $2,526.86 for the FY2026 Municipal Alliance 25% Match 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may 

approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such item shall 

have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township has received an award of $10,107.42 from the Somerset County Board of Freeholders for 

the purpose of funding the “Municipal Alliance” program and the Township will provide a 25% cash match of 

$2,526.86 and wishes to amend its 2025 budget to include these amounts as revenue items. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards hereby 

requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of items of revenue from: 

  Miscellaneous Revenues: 

  Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written 

  Consent of Director of Local Government Services - Public and 

  Private Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 

   FY2026 Municipal Alliance 

   FY2026 Municipal Alliance 25% Match 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that like sums of $10,107.42 and $2,526.86 be and the same is hereby appropriated 

under the caption of:   

  General Appropriations: 

  (A)  Operations - Excluded from “CAPS” 

  Public and Private Appropriations Offset by Revenues: 

   FY2026 Municipal Alliance 

   FY2026 Municipal Alliance 25% Match 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Township Clerk forward two copies of this resolution to the Director of 

Local Government Services. 

 

Agenda and Date Voted: 05/27/2025 

 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT: 

This resolution authorizes the acceptance of a grant and amends the 2025 budget to appropriate the grant monies not anticipated at the time of 

budget adoption.  The 25% match will be funded by the Municipal Alliance Trust Fund acct #T-13-56-050-MAP. 
         
Date: 05/27/2025     Sean McCarthy, CFO 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 

 

 

 

                                   Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
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Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

Resolution #2025-0246 

Authorization of Renewal of 2025-2026 Liquor Licenses:  
 

Dello Russo Enterprises, Inc.; HGC Basking Ridge, LLC; F&H Gjakova LLC; Finley Enterprise LLC;   

NJ National Golf Club, LLC; Olde Mill Inn at Basking Ridge, Inc.; SM Investments at Basking Ridge LLC, 

Tropokos LLC 
 

 BR Wine Rack, LLC; Ridge Fine Wines LLC; 
 

Courtyard Management Corporation; Verizon BR Operating, LLC 
 

The Fellowship Club, Inc. 

 

Fellowship Senior Living Inc.  
 

WHEREAS, applications have been made to the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, County of 

Somerset, for renewals of 2025-2026 Liquor Licenses; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Clerk reports the applications are complete in all respects, and is in receipt of the 

necessary fees and tax clearance certificates; and 
 

WHEREAS, there were no objections to the renewal applications either written or in person; and 
 

WHEREAS, the applicants are qualified to be licensed, and the Police Department has reviewed the source of all 

funds, or any additional financing obtained in the previous license term for use in the licensed business and the 

Police Department have submitted a memorandum of approval. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards approves 

renewal of the following liquor licenses for the license year 2025-2026: 

 

License No Owner Trading As 

1802-33-007-003 Dello Russo Enterprises Inc. Café Rustica, Inc. 

1802-33-005-012 HGC Basking Ridge LLC Twenty Six Tavern  

1802-33-014-002 F&H Gjakova, LLC Figaro 3 Pizzeria 

1802-33-002-009 Finley Enterprises LLC Washington House Restaurant 

1802-33-011-003 NJ National Golf Club LLC Red Oak Grille & NJ National Golf Club 

1802-33-001-005 Olde Mill Inn at Bernards Inc. Olde Mill Inn, Grain House Restaurant 

1802-33-016-001 SM Investments at Basking Ridge LLC   

1802-33-004-008 Tropokos LLC Tropokos LLC 

   

1802-44-006-009 BR Wine Rack LLC The Wine Rack 

1802-44-013-005 Ridge Fine Wines LLC Ridge Fine Wines 

   

1802-36-010-001 Courtyard Management Corporation Basking Ridge Courtyard 

1802-36-008-003 Verizon BR Operating LLC The Ridge 

   

1802-31-015-001 The Fellowship Club Inc. The Fellowship Club, Inc. 
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1802-37-017-001 Fellowship Senior Living Inc.  Fellowship Cultural Arts Center  

 

 

Agenda and Date Voted: 05/27/2025 

 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 

 

 

 

                                   Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

This resolution renews 14 of 17 liquor licenses operating in the township.  Applicants have filed the proper application, paid the municipal and state fee, 

received a tax clearance certificate and have been cleared for renewal by the Police Department.   
 
05/22/2025          Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 



http://www.bernards.org/


5124509 

 

Resolution #2025-0233 

Authorizing the Bernards Township Attorney to File a Copy of this 

Resolution #2025-0233 Endorsing the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan Adopted by the 

Township Planning Board on May 20, 2025, with the  

Affordable Housing Dispute Resolution Program through eCourts 

Pursuant to Administrative Directive of the Courts #14-24, Docket No. SOM-L-157-25 

 

WHEREAS, recent legislation created a new process for municipalities to come into constitutional 

compliance with their affordable housing obligations under the Fair Housing Act (“FHA”), and 

the new law, L. 2024, c. 2 (the “Law”), also established the Affordable Housing Dispute Resolution 

Program (“the Program”) within the Judiciary for the purpose of resolving disputes associated with 

the FHA; and 

 

WHEREAS, as authorized by the Law, the Administrative Director of the Courts has established 

the procedures for the Program’s operation, as set forth in the Administrative Directive #14-24 

(“Directive #14-24”) (“Affordable Housing Dispute Resolution Program – Implementation of L. 

2024, c. 2”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Program procedures address initiating actions and challenges using the 

Judiciary’s electronic filing systems, criteria for assignment of a case to the Program, appointment 

of special adjudicators by Program members, settlement conferences and sessions, appeals, codes 

of conduct, and public access to filings; and 

 

WHEREAS, after the entry of an Order determining present and prospective fair share obligations, 

a municipality, such as the Township, must file with the Program its adopted Housing Element and 

Fair Share Plan (which must include the elements set forth in the Addendum attached to Directive 

#14-24) within 48 hours after adoption by the Planning Board or by June 30, 2025, whichever is 

sooner; and 

 

WHEREAS, actions that do not meet the statutory deadline will not be considered by the Program; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, by Order dated April 8, 2025, the Honorable William G. Mennen, J.S.C. accepted 

the Amended Program Settlement Present Need and Prospective Need recommendation of the 

Honorable Thomas C. Miller, A.J.S.C. (Ret.) establishing the Township’s present need obligation 

as 24 affordable units and its prospective need obligation as 198 affordable units; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bernards Township Planning Board held publicly noticed hearing on May 20, 

2025, and by “Resolution Adopting The 2025 Fourth Round Housing Plan Element & Fair Share 

Plan Element Of The Township Master Plan” dated May 20, 2025, adopted a Housing Element 

and Fair Share Plan (“HEFSP”) both attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and the Township Attorney 

filed both with the Program on May 22, 2025; and 

 

 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 



5124509 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee, at its public meeting on May 27, 2025, considered the 

HEFSP adopted by the Township Planning Board. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Township Committee, pursuant to the Law and Directive #14-24, now 

endorses the HEFSP and directs the Township Attorney to, within 48 hours of adoption of this 

Resolution #2025-0233 , file this Township Committee Resolution with the duly adopted Planning 

Board “Resolution Adopting The 2025 Fourth Round Housing Plan Element & Fair Share Plan 

Element Of The Township Master Plan”, and the HEFSP, with the Program through eCourts and 

further to provide a copy of the HEFSP to Fair Share Housing Center via eCourts, Docket No. 

SOM-L-157-25. 

 

Agenda Date and Voted: 05/27/2025 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 05/27/2025. 

 

 

 

                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 



BERNARDS TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2025 FOURTH ROUND HOUSING 

PLAN ELEMENT & FAIR SHARE PLAN ELEMENT OF THE 

TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN v1 

WHEREAS, upon notice duly provided pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-13, the Bernards 

Township Planning Board (the “Board”), held a public hearing on the proposed 2025 Fourth 

Round Housing Plan Element and Fair Share Plan Element of the Township Master Plan (the 

“2025 HPEFSP”) on May 20, 2025;  

WHEREAS, upon the conclusion of the public hearing, the Board determined that the 

proposed 2025 HPEFSP will guide the use of lands in the Township in a manner which protects 

public health and safety and promotes the general welfare in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-

28, and is designed to achieve access to affordable housing to meet the Township’s Fourth 

Round Mount Laurel constitutional affordable housing obligations and considers the lands that 

are most appropriate for construction of low and moderate income housing in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 52:27D-310;   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by motion duly made and seconded on May 

20, 2025, that the Board hereby adopts the 2025 Fourth Round Housing Plan Element and Fair 

Share Plan Element of the Township Master Plan. 

The above resolution was adopted on May 20, 2025, by the following vote of the members of the 

Board: 

AYES: Crane, Manduke, Mastrangelo, O’Malley, Rubino, Seville, Smith, Tancred i 

NAYES: NONE . 

I, Cyndi Kiefer, Secretary to the Planning Board 

of the Township of Bernards in the County of 

Somerset, do hereby certify that the foregoing is 

a true and correct copy of the memorializing 

resolution duly adopted by the said Planning 

Board on May 20, 2025. 

_______________________________________ 

CYNDI KIEFER, Board Secretary 

           Cyndi Kiefer
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TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS, SOMERSET COUNTY  PAGE 3 
HOUSING, DEMOGRAPHIC & EMPLOYMENT ANALYSIS 
 

DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS 

The population of Bernards Township has risen sharply since the end of World War II. In percentage terms, 
the largest decade-over-decade increase occurred during the 1940s, when the population grew by 65.9% 
(Table 1). Growth was also robust during the 1960s when the number of residents surged by 47.5%. 
Following a rare population decrease during the 1970s, development picked up pace again, with the 
population expanding by another third. Growth somehow accelerated during the 1990s, when the 
Township added residents at a clip of 42.9%. Population growth has slowed considerably since the turn of 
the century, climbing by 8.5% in the 2000s and 4.4% in the 2010s. Throughout this time, population 
change has mirrored that of Somerset County to a remarkable degree. As of 2020, Bernards had a 
population of 27,830 residents, a sixfold increase since 1940. 
 
It should be noted here that, although the total population data in Table 1 is drawn from the Decennial 
U.S. Census survey, all subsequent Census Bureau data contained herein comes from the 2019-2023 
American Community Survey (ACS), which is calculated as a 5-year estimate. 
 
Table 1: Population Trends (1940-2020) 

Year Bernards Somerset County New Jersey 

1940 4,512 -- 74,390 -- 4,160,165 -- 
1950 7,487 65.9% 99,052 33.2% 4,835,329 16.2% 
1960 9,018 20.4% 143,913 45.3% 6,066,782 25.5% 
1970 13,305 47.5% 198,372 37.8% 7,171,112 18.2% 
1980 12,920 -2.9% 203,129 2.4% 7,365,011 2.7% 
1990 17,199 33.1% 240,279 18.3% 7,730,188 5.0% 
2000 24,575 42.9% 297,490 23.8% 8,414,350 8.9% 
2010 26,652 8.5% 323,444 8.7% 8,791,894 4.5% 
2020 27,830 4.4% 345,361 6.8% 9,288,944 5.7% 

Source:  Census Bureau, Decennial Census; NJ Dept. of Labor and Workforce evelopment 
 
Table 2 shows the population cohorts for Bernards as of 2023. The population is evenly balanced between 
the sexes, with men numbering 50.04% of the population while women total 49.96% of all residents.   
Persons between the ages of 35 and 54 are the largest age group, representing 30.4% of the community 
in all. This cohort typically includes many parents and, unsurprisingly, those 5 to 19 years of age make up 
the second largest cohort, with 24.1% of residents. Young children, however, only make up 3.0% of the 
population, suggesting population growth could ebb further in the coming years. Similarly, there are 
relatively few young adults, as persons between the ages of 20 and 34 comprise only 9.5% of community 
members. As for older residents, those age 55 and over constitute about one-third of the population, with 
those 55 to 64 years of age accounting for 15.2% of residents while those 65 years of age comprise 17.8%. 
Overall, the municipality has a median age of 46.2 years of age. 
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Table 2: Population by Age and Sex 

Age Group 

Total Population Male Female 

Number % of 
Population Number % of 

Population Number % of 
Population 

Under 5 years of age 845 3.0% 486 3.5% 359 2.6% 
5 to 19 years of age 6,711 24.1% 3,871 27.8% 2,840 20.4% 
20 to 34 years of age 2,632 9.5% 1,171 8.4% 1,461 10.5% 
35 to 54 years of age 8,469 30.4% 3,947 28.3% 4,522 32.5% 
55 to 64 years of age 4,237 15.2% 2,118 15.2% 2,119 15.2% 
65+ years of age 4,946 17.8% 2,338 16.8% 2,608 18.8% 
Total 27,840 100.0% 13,931 100.0% 13,909 100.0% 
Median age 46.2 44.9 46.7 

Source: Census Bureau, 2019-2023 5-Year American Community Survey 
 
The two oldest age groups in Bernards are also the two fastest growing age groups (Table 3). The number 
of seniors, commonly defined as those 65 years of age and older, jumped by 36.5% between 2013 and 
2023. For its part, the 55-to-64 age group expanded by 16.6%. As these older cohorts grew, the median 
age of the Township increased, going from 43.2 to 46.2 years of age. At the same time, the populations of 
persons between 35 and 54 years of age declined by 3.5%. Moreover, fewer children and teens live in 
Bernards now compared to 2013. Namely, the number of children under the age of 5 shrank by 334 
persons while the group of those between 5 and 19 years of age decreased by 456 persons. Taken 
together, these trends portend that the community will continue to age in the immediate future. 
 
Table 3: Population Change by Age, 2013 to 2023 

Age Group 
2013 2023 Change, 2013 to 2023 

2013 %, Total 
Population 2023 %, Total 

Population 
Total 

Change % Change 

Under 5 years of age 1,179 4.4% 845 3.0% -334 -28.3% 
5 to 19 years of age 7,167 26.8% 6,711 24.1% -456 -6.4% 
20 to 34 years of age 2,390 8.9% 2,632 9.5% 242 10.1% 
35 to 54 years of age 8,776 32.8% 8,469 30.4% -307 -3.5% 
55 to 64 years of age 3,635 13.6% 4,237 15.2% 602 16.6% 
65+ years of age 3,623 13.5% 4,946 17.8% 1,323 36.5% 
Median Age 43.2 -- 46.2 -- 3.0 6.9% 

Source: 2009-2013, 2019-2023 5-Year American Community Survey 
 
The distribution of households in the municipality by size generally mirrors the distribution for Somerset 
County, but with some noticeable differences. The average household in Bernards has 2.63 persons, just 
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below the county average of 2.64 persons (Table 4). Two-person households are the most numerous 
household size, 27.3%, with one-person households comprising 27.2% of households. Interestingly, 
Bernards has a higher percentage of one-person households than Somerset County and New Jersey. Four-
person households make up a relatively large share of the community, accounting for 23.2% of 
households, more than the county- and statewide shares, 16.9% and 15.3%, respectively. Larger 
households are relatively less prevalent, with households of 5 or more persons constituting 7.1% of all 
households. By comparison, households with 5 or more persons comprise 8.6% of households in Somerset 
County and 10.2% of households in New Jersey. 
 
Table 4: Household Size 

Household Size 
Bernards Somerset County New Jersey 

Total % Total % Total % 

1-person household 2,811 27.2% 30,722 23.7% 918,897 26.4% 
2-person household 2,818 27.3% 41,494 32.1% 1,081,842 31.1% 
3-person household 1,569 15.2% 24,261 18.7% 594,946 17.1% 
4-person household 2,395 23.2% 21,861 16.9% 530,520 15.3% 
5-person household 522 5.1% 6,907 5.3% 218,492 6.3% 
6-person household 129 1.3% 2,674 2.1% 79,678 2.3% 
7+-person household 74 0.7% 1,540 1.2% 53,980 1.6% 
Total households 10,318 100.0% 129,459 100.0% 3,478,355 100.0% 
Average Household Size 2.63 2.64 2.61 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year American Community Survey 
 
Families comprise most of the households in Bernards, or 71.2% in all (Table 5). The average size of 
nonfamily households is relatively small, 1.05 persons. This indicates that persons living alone make up an 
overwhelming share of nonfamily households. Families in the Township tend to include at least three 
persons, with an average family size of 3.25 persons. Many of these families include children, with 38.8% 
of all households in Bernards having a person under the age of 18. Meanwhile, fully one-third of 
households, 33.3%, have a person age 65 and over. While the typical Bernards household is more likely to 
have a child than a senior resident, this will reverse, should the population continue to age.  
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Table 5: Family and Nonfamily Households 

Household Type % of 
Households 

Total family households 71.2% 
Total nonfamily households 28.8% 

  
Average household size, family households  3.25 
Average household size, nonfamily households  1.05 

  
Total households with a person under 18 38.8% 
Total households with a person age 65 and over 33.3% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Residents in Bernards have exceptionally high rates of educational attainment. Of all residents at least 25 
years of age, a staggering 72.9% have at least a bachelor’s degree while 38.4% have a graduate or 
professional degree. In other words, more Bernards residents have a graduate or professional degree than 
have a bachelor’s degree alone. Even for Somerset County, where 57.4% of residents have at least a 
bachelor’s degree, these numbers stand out. In all, 96.4% have earned a high school diploma. Given the 
strong relationship between educational attainment and income, the high levels of education play a major 
role in shaping the Township’s economy. 
 
Table 6: Educational Attainment  

Highest level of education Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Less than 9th grade 2.1% 3.1% 4.6% 
9th to 12th grade, no diploma 1.5% 3.1% 4.7% 
High school graduate (includes equivalency) 10.8% 18.0% 25.7% 
Some college, no degree 8.0% 12.4% 15.3% 
Associate's degree 4.7% 6.1% 6.7% 
Bachelor's degree 34.9% 31.1% 25.8% 
Graduate or professional degree 38.0% 26.3% 17.1% 
High school graduate or higher 96.4% 93.8% 90.7% 
Bachelor's degree or higher 72.9% 57.4% 42.9% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Regarding race, white persons who are not Hispanic compose almost two-thirds of the Township’s 
population, or 64.4% (Table 7). This is consistent with Somerset County as a whole where 50.6% of the 
population is white and not Hispanic. Asian-Americans constitute the largest minority group in the 
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Township, comprising almost one-quarter of the population, 24.0%. This is higher than in Somerset County 
as a whole, 19.0%, and much higher than the percentage statewide, 9.0%. Blacks make up a small share 
of the community, 1.5%, relative to Somerset County, where 9.0% of persons are Black. Hispanics 
comprise 5.9% of the community and, again, this is dwarfed by the countywide share, 17.0%. 
 
Table 7: Race and Ethnicity 

Race and Ethnicity Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Non-Hispanic 94.1% 83.0% 78.1% 
White 64.4% 50.6% 51.9% 
Black 1.5% 9.3% 12.3% 
Asian 24.0% 19.1% 9.8% 
Other Race Alone 0.4% 0.9% 0.8% 
Two or more Races 3.8% 3.1% 3.2% 

Hispanic (All Races) 5.9% 17.0% 21.9% 
Hispanic, White 2.7% 3.5% 5.0% 
Hispanic, Black 0.1% 0.4% 0.7% 
Hispanic, Other 0.9% 7.4% 8.9% 
Hispanic, Two or More Races 2.2% 5.8% 7.4% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 

SOCIOECONOMIC ANALYSIS 

Bernards is a very affluent community. According to the most recent American Community Survey, 46.5% 
of households have an income of at least $200,000 (Table 8). The median household income is $182,480, 
well above the median for relatively affluent Somerset County, $135,960. The mean household income in 
the Township, $271,015, far surpasses the median, which indicates that the income distribution is greatly 
skewed towards the top.  In all, 73.3% of households have an income of $100,000 or higher. As for those 
with fewer means, 13.9% of households have an income less than $50,000. 
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Table 8: Household Income 

Household Income Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Less than $25,000 8.1% 7.5% 11.9% 
$25,000-$50,000 5.8% 8.8% 13.3% 
$50,000-$100,000 12.8% 19.8% 24.3% 
$100,000-$200,000 26.8% 31.2% 29.7% 
More than $200,000 46.5% 32.7% 20.7% 
Median Household Income $182,480 135,960 $101,050 

Mean Household Income $271,015 186,372 $140,299 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
The poverty rate for Bernards is only 3.2% (Table 9). This is well below the county poverty rate of 5.5%. 
Seniors in Bernards are especially vulnerable to poverty, with a poverty rate of 6.7%, higher than in 
Somerset County overall. The municipality fares better on child poverty, with only 1.1% of persons under 
the age of 18 living in poverty, compared to 7.3% for Somerset County and 13.3% for New Jersey. 
 
Table 9: Poverty Rate 

Indicator Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Poverty Rate, Overall 3.2% 5.5% 9.8% 
Poverty Rate, Under 18 years old 1.1% 7.3% 13.3% 
Poverty Rate, Seniors 6.7% 6.1% 9.5% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Over the past decade, Bernards workers have had an easier time finding jobs than their compatriots in 
the rest of the county and state. During this time, the municipal unemployment rate stayed consistently 
below the state- and countywide rates. In the 2010s, the unemployment rate trended downward, 
reaching a low of 2.5% in 2019. The unemployment rate subsequently shot up to 5.6% in 2020, with the 
advent of Covid, before tapering back down to 4.4% in 2021. Even then, Bernards withstood the economic 
disruption from the pandemic better than the wider county and state, where the unemployment rate 
spiked to 7.5% and 9.4% in 2020, respectively. The data indicate that employment and, by extension, 
household finances are relatively stable. 
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Table 10:  Unemployment Rate 

Year Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

2013 5.3% 6.5% 8.4% 
2014 4.5% 5.3% 6.7% 
2015 3.6% 4.5% 5.7% 
2016 3.6% 4.0% 4.9% 
2017 3.2% 3.7% 4.5% 
2018 2.7% 3.3% 4.0% 
2019 2.5% 2.9% 3.5% 
2020 5.6% 7.5% 9.4% 
2021 4.4% 5.4% 6.7% 
2022 2.7% 3.2% 3.9% 
2023 3.4% 3.8% 4.4% 

Source: NJ Dept. of Labor and Workforce Development 
 
For-profit companies employ 74.1% of the Township’s working population, higher than the share at the 
state- or county-level (Table 11). The municipality also has a relatively high percentage of self-employed 
residents, 10.9% in all. In contrast, just 8.8% of employed residents in Somerset County are self-employed. 
The relatively high share of self-employed residents suggests the presence of entrepreneurs and workers 
with specialized talent who can work for themselves. Government and not-for-profit employees account 
for a relatively small share of workers, with the former accounting for 10.0% of the labor force while the 
latter accounts for the remaining 4.9% of workers. 
 
Table 51: Class of Worker 

Class of Worker Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

For-profit company employee 74.1% 72.2% 69.2% 
Not-for-profit employee 4.9% 7.3% 7.6% 
Government Worker 10.0% 11.8% 14.2% 
Self-employed, business owner 6.2% 4.2% 3.9% 
Self-employed, contractor 4.7% 4.6% 5.1% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Data for various occupation types (Table 12) reinforces how relatively skilled the Bernards workforce is 
compared to overall population. Irrespective of the industry, 69.8% of the employed population of 
Bernards works in a management, business, science, or arts position. These are individuals who possess 
the specialized level of skills and knowledge required for these roles. Only 3.8 % of Bernards workers work 
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in production, transportation, and moving, compared to 8.8% in Somerset County and 11.3% in New 
Jersey. Similarly, only 1.7% of employed residents work in natural resources, construction, and 
maintenance, far less than the share in the county and state, 4.9% and 6.9%, respectively. Workers in 
service occupations account for 7.4% of employed residents, half the statewide rate.  
 
Table 62: Occupation 

Occupation Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Management, business, science, and arts 69.8% 57.2% 46.9% 
Service occupations 7.4% 11.4% 14.8% 
Sales and office occupations 17.2% 17.7% 20.0% 
Natural resources, construction, and maintenance 
occupations 1.7% 4.9% 6.9% 
Production, transportation, and material moving 3.8% 8.8% 11.3% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Bernards residents are employed in all of the major industrial sectors, but the professional, scientific, and 
management sector is especially critical to the local economy. This sector employs 20.0% of Bernards’ 
employed population, significantly higher than the county- and statewide rates, 16.4% and 15.4%, 
respectively. The financial sector also figures prominently. Of working residents, 15.3% work in the 
finance, insurance, and real estate sector, compared to 10.3% statewide. Interestingly, 13.5% of employed 
residents work for manufacturing firms. The sector is integral to the economy of Somerset County, where 
16.4% of the working population works in the manufacturing sector. The information and education 
sectors also employ a higher percentage of residents compared to Somerset County or New Jersey, 
accounting for 4.5% and 9.9%, respectively. 
 
Table 73: Industry 

Industry Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 0.0% 0.2% 0.3% 

Construction 2.5% 4.5% 6.4% 

Manufacturing 13.5% 16.4% 9.8% 

Wholesale trade 2.5% 3.3% 3.4% 
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Industry Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Retail trade 5.8% 7.3% 8.7% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 4.5% 4.6% 6.9% 

Information 4.5% 4.0% 2.9% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and 
leasing 15.3% 11.2% 10.3% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and 
administrative and waste management services 20.0% 19.2% 15.4% 

Educational services 9.9% 8.3% 8.9% 

Health care and social assistance 11.0% 11.4% 13.3% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and 
accommodation and food services 5.8% 3.0% 4.8% 

Other services except public administration 1.9% 3.0% 3.5% 

Public administration 2.8% 3.4% 5.3% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Most Bernards residents travel to work by car. Approximately 63.9% of the working population drives to 
work alone while another 4.7% carpool. A sizable segment of the labor force, 5.0%, uses public 
transportation to get to work. This exceeds the rate for Somerset County, 3.7%, but falls short of the 
percentage statewide, 8.5%. Tellingly, 26.6% of employed residents telecommute, close to twice the 
statewide rate, 15.0%. Work from home is feasible for the many self-employed residents of Bernards, not 
to mention the many professional and management workers who inhabit the Township. Few workers walk 
or bicycle to work.  
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Table 14: Means of Transport to Work 

Means of Transport Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Drove alone 63.9% 65.6% 63.7% 
Carpooled 2.9% 6.3% 7.7% 
Public transportation 5.0% 3.7% 8.5% 
Walked 0.4% 1.3% 2.6% 
Bicycle 0.0% 0.2% 0.3% 
Taxicab, motorcycle, or other means 1.2% 2.4% 2.1% 
Worked from home 26.6% 20.5% 15.0% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Bernards workers who work in person tend to have relatively long commutes. The mean travel time for 
commuters living in the Township is 32.6 minutes, higher than the New Jersey mean, 30.9 minutes (Table 
15). In general, commuters in Somerset County tend to have lengthier commutes, with a mean travel time 
of 31.5 minutes. All told, 47.8% of Bernards commuters have a commute of at least a half hour. A 
comparatively low percentage of Bernards residents have a commute of less than 15 minutes, 26.1%. This 
is appreciably less than the percentages for New Jersey and Somerset County, 34.5% and 32.2%, 
respectively. Another 26.0% of Bernards have a commute of between 20 and 30 minutes while a further 
24.6% have a commute lasting between 30 and 45 minutes. Almost a quarter of Bernards commuters have 
a trip to work of at least 45 minutes, of which 13.7% have a commute of at least an hour. 
 
Table 15: Travel Time to Work 

Travel Time Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Less than 10 minutes 9.0% 9.3% 9.9% 
10 to 14 minutes 6.9% 10.2% 11.5% 
15 to 19 minutes 10.2% 12.7% 13.1% 
20 to 29 minutes 26.0% 20.6% 19.6% 
30 to 44 minutes 24.6% 24.0% 21.9% 
45 to 59 minutes 9.5% 9.9% 9.9% 
60 or more minutes 13.7% 13.4% 14.2% 

Mean travel time to work 
(minutes) 32.6 31.5 30.9 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
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More than a third of Bernards households, 34.1% have at least three cars. This is less than the share 
countywide but more than the statewide share of 30.3%. An additional 50.9% of households in the 
Township have two automobiles. This means that only 85.0% of households possess at least two cars. To 
put this in context, 70.2% of New Jersey households possess two cars or more while 79.5% do countywide. 
The remaining 15.9% of households possess a single motor vehicle. Significantly, the Census Bureau did 
not count any car-free households in Bernards.  
 
Table 16: Total Vehicles Available 

Total Vehicles Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

No vehicle 0.0% 2.2% 6.4% 
1 vehicle 15.0% 18.4% 23.3% 
2 vehicles 50.9% 45.0% 39.9% 
3 or more 
vehicles 34.1% 34.5% 30.3% 

Source: NJ 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 

HOUSING ANALYSIS 

Homeownership is the predominant form of tenure in Bernards. That is, 87.4% of residents live in owner-
occupied housing units (Table 18). The remaining 12.6% of the populace are rental tenants. The 
municipality’s owner-occupied share far outstrips the statewide share of 63.7%. It also surpasses the share 
for Somerset County, 74.5% 
Table 17: Tenure 

Tenure Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Owner-Occupied 87.4% 74.5% 63.7% 
Renter-Occupied 12.6% 25.5% 36.3% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 

 
There are few vacant housing units in Bernards or, indeed, Somerset County, more generally. To be 
specific, 2.9% of housing units in Bernards are vacant while, in the broader county, a mere 2.5% of units 
are vacant (Figure 19). In other words, the vacancy rate statewide of 8.8% greatly outstrips the municipal 
and county rates. While the low vacancy rate surely boosts home values, it shows that housing in Somerset 
County is very hard to come by. Housing experts generally consider a vacancy rate of approximately 7% 
to be optimal in the sense that vacant housing units find buyers and renters in a timely manner while the 
cost of housing remains relatively stable. 
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Table 18: Occupancy Status  

Occupancy Status Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Occupied 97.1% 97.5% 92.1% 
Vacant 2.9% 2.5% 7.9% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Houses for sale represent an estimated 32.2% of housing vacancies while 4.2% have been sold, but the 
new owners have not yet moved in (Table 19). This makes a stark contrast with the state overall, where 
6.4% of vacant units are for sale and another 4.1% have been sold but remain vacant. Housing units used 
for recreational or seasonal use also account for 10.9% of vacant units, close to the percentage in 
Somerset County, 10.1%. 
 
Table 19: Vacancy Status 

Vacancy Status Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

For rent 8.0% 19.8% 16.0% 
Rented, not occupied 0.0% 4.6% 2.7% 
For sale only 32.2% 19.3% 6.4% 
Sold, not occupied 4.2% 5.1% 4.1% 
For seasonal, recreational, or occasional use 10.9% 10.1% 43.7% 
For migrant workers 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
Other vacant 44.7% 41.2% 27.1% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
The housing stock in Bernards is composed predominantly of single-family homes, 76.9% (Table 20). This 
is higher than the share reported for Somerset County and New Jersey, 73.2% and 62.7%, respectively. 
Interestingly, a substantial number of one-family homes in Bernards are in attached dwellings, or 22.7% 
of all housing units in the Township. This outstrips the comparable rate for Somerset County, 14.4%, and 
for New Jersey in particular, where 10.0% of units are one-family attached residences. Two-family 
residences account for 0.6% of homes while three- and four-family dwellings comprise another 7.3% of 
housing units. The remainder of the housing stock is situated in multifamily buildings, typically defined in 
New Jersey as a building with five or more housing units. Of this, 5.9% of housing units are found in 
buildings with 5 to 9 units, 4.6% in buildings of 10 to 19 units, and 4.7% in buildings of 20 units or more. 
Larger apartment buildings are less prevalent than elsewhere in the state. In Somerset County, for 
instance, apartment buildings with 20 or more units provide 7.5% of total housing units while, in New 
Jersey, apartment buildings of at least 20 units provide 12.1% of units, overall. 
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Table 20: Units in Structure 

Housing Type Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

1, detached 54.2% 58.8% 52.7% 
1, attached 22.7% 14.4% 10.0% 
2 0.6% 4.6% 8.6% 
3 or 4 7.3% 4.5% 6.1% 
5 to 9 5.8% 5.0% 4.7% 
10 to 19 4.6% 4.9% 4.9% 
20 to 49 0.7% 2.6% 4.2% 
50 or more 4.0% 4.9% 7.9% 
Mobile home 0.0% 0.2% 0.9% 
Boat, RV, van, etc. 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
The predominance of single-family housing is one reason why comparatively few renters live in the 
municipality. Single-family structures compose only a fifth of the renter-occupied housing stock statewide 
(Table 21). In Bernards, that number is somewhat higher, with one-family residences accounting for 
almost a third of all rental housing, or 32.9%. Of this, 11.5% are in one-family detached residences while 
21.4% are in one-family attached dwellings. Two-unit structures comprise 3.5% of rentals while three- and 
four-unit structures contain 18.4% of rentals. As for multifamily buildings, 44.8% of rental units are in 
buildings with 5 housing units or more. This is somewhat less than the statewide and countywide shares 
of 50.1% and 49.9%, respectively.  
 
Single-family detached houses constitute the core of the owner-occupied housing stock, as is the case in 
the rest of New Jersey. Specifically, 63.1% of owner-occupied units in the Township are one-family 
detached dwellings as are 74.6% of owner-occupied units in Somerset County and 77.1% of such units 
statewide. Another 23.2% of owner-occupied homes are in one-family attached residences with an 
additional 5.0% in three- and four-family structures. Multifamily buildings make up a sizable share of 
owner-occupied housing stock in Bernards, 8.7% in all. This exceeds the shares reported for Somerset 
County and New Jersey, where multifamily buildings account for 4.1% and 5.4% of owner-occupied units, 
respectively.  
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Table 81: Units in Structure by Tenure 

Housing Type 

Bernards Somerset County New Jersey 

Owner-
Occupied 

Renter-
Occupied 

Owner-
Occupied 

Renter-
Occupied 

Owner-
Occupied 

Renter-
Occupied 

1, detached 63.1% 11.5% 74.6% 13.5% 77.1% 11.7% 
1, attached 23.2% 21.4% 15.8% 10.8% 10.2% 8.4% 
2 0.0% 3.5% 1.6% 13.4% 4.6% 15.5% 
3 or 4 5.0% 18.7% 1.8% 12.7% 1.7% 13.8% 
5 to 9 4.3% 14.7% 2.6% 11.9% 1.4% 10.6% 
10 to 19 3.7% 9.9% 2.0% 13.0% 1.2% 11.4% 
20 to 49 0.1% 1.7% 0.7% 8.2% 1.0% 9.7% 
50 or more 0.6% 18.5% 0.8% 16.3% 1.8% 18.4% 
Mobile home 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.2% 1.1% 0.4% 
Boat, RV, van, etc. 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
As previously mentioned, most of Bernards’ population growth occurred in the second half of the 
twentieth century. This history is reflected in Census Bureau data, with only 4.1% of homes in structures 
built before 1940 and 5.6% before 1950 (Table 22). Housing construction accelerated in the 1950s, but it 
was in the 1960s when development began in earnest, with 10.2% of existing homes dating from that 
decade. A relatively large percentage of the housing stock, 71.9%, has been built since 1980. By 
comparison, 53.1% of housing units in Somerset County are in structures constructed since 1980 and just 
36.5% in New Jersey overall.  Housing construction occurred at an especially torrid pace during the 1980s 
and 90s. A majority of the Township’s current housing stock was built during these two decades, with 
31.4% of units constructed in the 1980s and 25.4% built during the 90s. Compared to this period, relatively 
little housing has been constructed in the twenty-first century, with just 16.0% of the municipality’s 
housing stock built since 2000. Of this, 10.8% of housing in Bernards was built in the 2000s while 4.1% was 
built in the 2010s.  
 
Table 92: Year Structure Built 

Year Structure Built Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Built 2020 or later 0.1% 0.6% 0.6% 
Built 2010 to 2019 4.1% 5.7% 5.8% 
Built 2000 to 2009 10.8% 9.8% 9.1% 
Built 1990 to 1999 25.5% 17.0% 9.1% 
Built 1980 to 1989 31.4% 20.0% 11.9% 
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Year Structure Built Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Built 1970 to 1979 6.5% 9.3% 12.4% 
Built 1960 to 1969 10.2% 12.7% 13.0% 
Built 1950 to 1959 5.9% 10.4% 14.1% 
Built 1940 to 1949 1.5% 4.8% 6.7% 
Built 1939 or earlier 4.1% 9.7% 17.5% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Housing in Bernards is relatively large compared with that of the state as a whole. The residential 
structures in the Township can generally accommodate larger families.  Specifically, 43.3% of homes in 
the municipality have four bedrooms or more. This surpasses the respective figures for New Jersey and 
Somerset County, 25.6% and 35.0%. Another 22.1% of homes have three bedrooms. One- and two-
bedroom units comprise about a third of the overall housing stock, 33.1%. This is somewhat less than the 
figures in Somerset County, where 36.2% of homes have one or two bedrooms, and in New Jersey as a 
whole, where the figure is 39.7%. Units that lack a bedroom altogether comprise a tiny portion of the 
Township’s housing stock, 0.5%. 
 
Table 23: Number of Bedrooms, Housing Stock 

Total Bedrooms Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

No bedroom 0.5% 1.6% 3.0% 
1 bedroom 11.2% 10.0% 14.2% 
2 bedrooms 22.9% 26.2% 25.5% 
3 bedrooms 22.1% 27.2% 31.8% 
4 bedrooms 29.9% 26.7% 19.7% 
5 or more bedrooms 13.4% 8.3% 5.9% 

Source: 2009-2013 5-Year ACS 
 
Homes in Bernards are large relative to other communities in the County. Just over a third of Bernards 
homes, 33.9%, have 9 or more rooms. This eclipses the equivalent share for Somerset County, which is 
22.5%, and greatly surpasses the statewide share, 15.2%. Eight-bedroom units comprise 13.0% of the 
housing stock while 7-bedroom homes account for 11.0%. In other words, 57.7% of homes in the 
Township have seven units or more. The proliferation of larger rooms is results in a median number of 7.2 
rooms, greater than the respective medians for the county and state, 6.3 and 5.7. As such, homes of 
modest size make up a relatively modest share of the Township’s housing stock. Dwellings with 5 rooms 
or less make up just 29.4% of the housing stock in Bernards, less than the 38.4% of homes in Somerset 
County. The relative expansiveness of the housing stock is likely the product of the Township’s affluence 
as well as its single-family character. 
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Table 24: Rooms Per Housing Unit, Housing Stock 

Total Rooms Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

1 room 0.5% 1.4% 2.7% 
2 rooms 1.7% 1.8% 3.0% 
3 rooms 4.8% 7.6% 10.5% 
4 rooms 14.9% 13.9% 15.2% 
5 rooms 9.0% 13.7% 15.8% 
6 rooms 11.1% 14.4% 15.4% 
7 rooms 11.0% 12.4% 12.0% 
8 rooms 13.0% 12.3% 10.4% 
9 rooms or more 33.9% 22.5% 15.2% 
Median rooms 7.2 6.3 5.7 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Relatively few housing units in the municipality lack essential facilities. For example, a mere 0.1% of homes 
lack plumbing facilities (Table 25). Moreover, no homes in Bernards lack kitchen facilities, according to 
the Census Bureau. More homes lack telephone service, 0.7%, but the number is consistent with the state 
as a whole, where 0.9% of homes lack telephone service. Overcrowding is rare in Bernards, with only 0.6% 
of units having more occupants than rooms. This is a very small number compared to the rate for Somerset 
County, where 2.5% of units have overcrowding, and New Jersey, where 3.7% have overcrowded 
conditions. With regard to heat, natural gas supplied by a utility is the most popular heating fuel, with 
84.8% of households using it to hear their home. Electricity is used by 10.6% of households while oil keeps 
2.6% of homes warm in cold weather. A small percentage of households, 0.2%, lack any fuel to heat their 
home. 
 
Table 25: Housing Quality Indicators 

Home Heating Fuel Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Utility gas 84.8% 79.5% 73.3% 
Bottled, tank, or LP gas 1.6% 1.5% 2.5% 
Electricity 10.6% 13.2% 15.6% 
Fuel oil, kerosene, etc. 2.6% 4.7% 6.8% 
Coal or coke 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
Wood 0.0% 0.1% 0.3% 
Solar energy 0.1% 0.2% 0.2% 
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Home Heating Fuel Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Other fuel 0.0% 0.2% 0.5% 
No fuel used 0.2% 0.5% 0.8% 

Lacking facilities       
Lacking complete plumbing facilities 0.1% 0.2% 0.3% 
Lacking complete kitchen facilities 0.0% 0.7% 0.8% 
No telephone service available 0.7% 0.6% 0.9% 

Occupants Per Room       
1.00 or less 99.4% 97.4% 96.3% 
1.01 to 1.50 0.6% 1.7% 2.4% 
1.51 or more 0.0% 0.8% 1.3% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Bernards residents moved to the community in waves that mirror the patterns for Somerset County as a 
whole. Approximately 6.8% of householders have moved to the Township between 2021 and 2023, just 
under the 8.1% for the county as a whole (Table 26). A further 16.2% of householders moved between 
2018 and 2020 while 33.0% arrived between 2010 and 2017. Almost a quarter of householders, 24.2%, 
moved into their residence between 2000 and 2009. All told, 80.2% of householders moved into their 
home in the last 25 years. This is somewhat higher than in Somerset County as a whole, where 76.0% of 
householders moved into their home since 2000. As for the remaining householders, 11.6% moved into 
their current home during the 1990s, while 8.3% moved in before 1990. 
 
Table 26: Year Moved In 

Year Moved In Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Moved in 2021 or later 6.8% 8.1% 8.3% 
Moved in 2018 to 2020 16.2% 19.6% 20.6% 
Moved in 2010 to 2017 33.0% 28.5% 28.6% 
Moved in 2000 to 2009 24.2% 19.9% 19.2% 
Moved in 1990 to 1999 11.6% 13.2% 11.4% 
Moved in 1989 and earlier 8.3% 10.8% 11.9% 

Source: 2009-2013 5-Year ACS 
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HOUSING MARKET ANALYSIS 

Approximately 61.7% of Bernards homeowners have a mortgage while 38.3% do not (Table 27). The share 
of homeowners who have a mortgage is lower than the share countywide, where 65.1% of homeowners 
have a mortgage.  
 
Table 27: Mortgage Status 

Mortgage Status Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

With a mortgage 61.7% 65.1% 64.4% 
Without a mortgage 38.3% 34.9% 35.6% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Homes values in Bernards are lofty relative to other communities (Table 28). Specifically, 30.4% homes 
are valued in excess of $1,000,000, almost three times the share for Somerset County, 10.3%, and almost 
five times the statewide share of 6.6%. An additional 22.7% are valued at $750,000 or above and while a 
further 19.2% have values greater than $500,000. In total, 72.3% of owner-occupied residences are valued 
at $500,000 or above. Statewide, only 38.2% of homes have a value of at least $500,000, while in Somerset 
County, where homes are generally expensive, 52.8% do. The upshot is that the median home value for 
Bernards, $783,400, far surpasses the countywide median of $523,900. 
 
Table 28: Home Values 

Home Value Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Less than $100,000 0.9% 1.6% 4.4% 
$100,000 to $299,999 9.3% 12.4% 23.6% 
$300,000 to $499,999 17.6% 33.2% 33.8% 
$500,000 to $749,999 19.2% 28.8% 23.0% 
$750,000 to $999,999 22.7% 13.7% 8.6% 
$1,000,000 or more 30.4% 10.3% 6.6% 
Median home value $783,400  $523,900  $427,600  

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
In the five years before the pandemic, the average price of homes sold in Somerset County and, by 
extension, Bernards, remained stable. In the case of the latter, prices hovered between a high of $666,588 
in 2018, and a low of $606,277 in 2019. The volume of homes sold also remained stable during this period, 
with the exception of a spurt of home sales that occurred in 2015. Since 2020, however, prices have 
soared. In the last five years, the average price a Bernards home has climbed from $633,385 to $879,693, 
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a 38.9% increase. Interestingly, total home sales in 2020 and 2021 did not spike to the extent they did in 
other communities, including elsewhere in Somerset County. This indicates that more Bernards 
homeowners stayed put during the pandemic. As has been the case throughout New Jersey, total home 
sales have plunged since 2021, when 207 homes were sold. Since then, 172 homes were sold in 2022, 
followed by 125 sales in 2023, and a mere 92 in 2024. Home sales have not fallen for lack of demand as 
sales prices only surged at an ever faster rate. 
 
Table 29: Home Sales 

Year 

Bernards Somerset County 

Total 
Sales Avg Sales Price Total 

Sales Avg Sales Price 

2015 397 $643,982 3,038 $458,529 
2016 152 $644,678 1,655 $455,314 
2017 150 $627,463 1,802 $439,519 
2018 168 $666,588 1,859 $460,296 
2019 149 $606,277 1,847 $450,513 
2020 132 $633,385 1,673 $447,563 
2021 207 $683,940 2,369 $510,862 
2022 172 $766,517 2,157 $562,662 
2023 125 $771,500 1,454 $583,489 
2024 92 $879,693 1,206 $655,539 

Source: NJ Division of Taxation, NJ Treasury 
 
The spike in home values has filtered down to residential tax assessments (Table 30). Since 2020, the 
average assessment has risen to $785,305 from $632,501 in the first year of the pandemic. A similar trend 
has played out in Somerset County as a whole, with the average residential assessment increasing to 
$549,852. The rise in assessed values will hit household budgets in the form of higher property tax bills, 
assuming tax rates remain the same. 
 
Table 100: Residential Tax Assessments 

Year Total Lots, 
Bernards 

Average 
Assessment 

Total Lots, 
Somerset 

County 

Average 
Assessment 

2016 9,577 $632,501 103,132 $429,675 
2020 9,599 $612,732 104,010 $445,673 
2024 9,567 $785,305 103,850 $549,852 

Source: NJ Division of Taxation, NJ Treasury 
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Bernards residents are somewhat better situated to meet the cost of housing than their peers in the rest 
of Somerset County. A majority of all households in Bernards spend less than 20% of their income on 
housing costs, compared to 45.9% in Somerset County as a whole (Table 31). Given the enormous value 
of homes in the Township, the cost of housing is less burdensome to Bernards residents, only due to the 
relatively high incomes they earn. In addition, 22.7% of households spend between 20% and 29% of their 
income on housing while 25.5% of households are what is considered cost-burdened, or spending at least 
30% of household income on housing costs. Even so, the percentage of cost-burdened households in 
Bernards is lower than the percentage in Somerset County, 29.7%, and New Jersey, 35.7%. 
 
Table 31: Burden of Housing Costs, All Households 

Housing Costs as % of HH 
Income Bernards Somerset 

County New Jersey 

Less than 20% of HH Income 50.3% 45.9% 39.3% 
20 to 29% of HH Income 22.7% 23.0% 22.9% 
30% or more of HH Income 25.5% 29.7% 35.7% 
Zero or negative income 0.9% 0.6% 1.1% 
No cash rent 0.6% 0.9% 1.1% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Homeowners are under less financial strain than renters. Of all homeowners, 21.9% spend at least 30% of 
their income on housing (Table 32). Of the remaining households, 55.5%, spend less than 20% of their 
income on housing, slightly more than in Somerset County overall, while 22.3% of Bernards homeowners 
allocate between 20% and 29% of their income towards the cost of housing. 
 
Table 112: Burden of Housing Costs, Owner-Occupied Housing 

Housing Costs as % of HH 
Income Bernards Somerset 

County New Jersey 

Less than 20% of HH 
Income 55.5% 53.4% 48.1% 

20 to 29% of HH Income 22.3% 22.0% 22.7% 
30% or more of HH Income 21.9% 24.2% 28.5% 
Zero or negative income 0.3% 0.5% 0.6% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
In terms of monthly costs, 74.0% of households with a mortgage pay $3,000 or more on housing. This 
greatly exceeds the rate for Somerset County, or 53.7%. Exorbitant housing costs are a concerning issue 
for all of New Jersey, where the median monthly cost for homeowners with a mortgage is $2,767. 
Countywide, the median cost for homes with a mortgage is $3,124 per month. 
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Table 33: Monthly Costs, Homeowners with a Mortgage 

Monthly housing costs Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Less than $500 0.5% 0.3% 0.4% 
$500 to $999 0.6% 0.9% 1.8% 
$1,000 to $1,499 3.4% 3.8% 6.6% 
$1,500 to $1,999 5.6% 8.1% 13.7% 
$2,000 to $2,499 6.5% 16.2% 17.7% 
$2,500 to $2,999 9.5% 17.0% 17.0% 
$3,000 or more 74.0% 53.7% 42.7% 
Median monthly housing cost $4,000+ $3,124 $2,787 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
In all, 86.0% of Bernards households without a mortgage pay $1,000 per month or more in housing costs 
(Table 34). This exceeds the countywide share of 80.3% and the statewide share of 67.1%. A further 9.9% 
of such homeowners in Bernards spend between $800 and $999 per month on housing. Of remaining 
households, 0.7% spend between $600 and $799 a month while 3.3% spend less than $600 a month. 
 
Table 34: Monthly Costs, Homeowners without a Mortgage 

Monthly housing costs Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Less than $250 0.0% 1.2% 1.9% 
$250 to $399 0.3% 1.1% 2.6% 
$400 to $599 3.0% 2.8% 5.0% 
$600 to $799 0.7% 4.4% 8.8% 
$800 to $999 9.9% 10.2% 14.6% 
$1,000 or more 86.0% 80.3% 67.1% 
Median monthly housing costs $1,500+ $1,367 $1,205 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Housing costs put a greater financial strain on renters, with 54.9% of households in renter-occupied 
housing spending at least 30% of their income on housing (Table 35). Still, this exceeds than the 
percentage statewide, or 48.3%. Roughly a quarter of renters in Bernards, 24.9%, spend between 20% 
and 29% of their income on housing with a further 24.5% spending less than 20% of their income on 
housing. It’s important to note that 3.8% of households in renter-occupied housing have zero or negative 
income and, presumably, use savings to pay for the cost of housing. 
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Table 35: Burden of Housing Costs, Renter-Occupied Housing 

Housing Costs as % of HH Income Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Less than 20% of HH Income 24.5% 24.2% 23.8% 
20 to 29% of HH Income 24.9% 25.7% 23.1% 
30% or more of HH Income 43.4% 45.7% 48.3% 
Zero or negative income 3.8% 0.9% 1.9% 
No cash rent 3.4% 3.5% 2.9% 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
 
Relative to other communities, the gross rent for units in Bernards is quite high. To be precise, 23.0% of 
renting households pay $3,000 or more in rent, more than four times the percentage for Somerset County, 
or 5.1% (Table 36). What’s more, 39.6% of households pay between $2,000 and $3,000 in rent per month.  
In other words, 62.6% of renting households have a rent of at least $2,000. In comparison, only 30.1% of 
households in Somerset County have a rent of at least $2,000.  Thus, the median rent in Bernards is 
relatively high, $2,308, compared to the median countywide, $1,702, which is itself higher than the 
median for New Jersey overall, $1,653. 
 
Table 36: Gross Rent 

Gross Rent Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

Less than $500 15.3% 4.3% 6.3% 
$500 to $999 15.0% 7.0% 8.7% 
$1,000 to $1,499 1.8% 25.2% 26.3% 
$1,500 to $1,999 5.4% 33.5% 28.5% 
$2,000 to $2,499 20.4% 19.1% 15.9% 
$2,500 to $2,999 19.2% 5.9% 6.7% 
$3,000 or more 23.0% 5.1% 7.6% 
Median rent $2,308 $1,702 $1,653 

Source: 2019-2023 5-Year ACS 
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DEVELOPMENT TRENDS 

In the last 20 years, the Township has approved building permits on average for the construction of 36 
housing units annually. On an average basis at least, the rate at which permitting has occurred has picked 
up in the last decade, with building permits for 49 housing units approved per year. The average, however, 
is inflated by the permitting of 204 homes in 2020 and 227 homes in 2023. Aside from these outliers, the 
yearly rate at which permits were issued generally hovered below the pace set in the late 2000s and early 
2010s. For the most recent ten years for which permitting data exists, the median number of permits for 
homes is 10.5 housing units per year. 
 
Table 37: Total Housing Permits Issued Per Year, 2004-2023 

Year Bernards Somerset 
County New Jersey 

2004 31 1,448 39,238 
2005 23 1,193 39,688 
2006 22 746 32,048 
2007 22 768 25,948 
2008 18 520 16,338 
2009 7 312 11,145 
2010 16 575 11,885 
2011 33 469 11,882 
2012 14 1,060 15,270 
2013 10 1,061 18,795 
2014 13 689 22,896 
2015 11 848 19,503 
2016 14 839 24,170 
2017 9 564 25,961 
2018 9 1,196 26,048 
2019 29 757 30,770 
2020 204 1,624 26,680 
2021 9 1,186 30,044 
2022 7 739 31,792 
2023 227 545 21,682 

10-Year Average 49 913 25,304 
20-Year Average 36 857 24,089 

Source: NJ Dept. of Communirty Affairs 
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Multifamily construction has accounted for most of the homes permitted in Bernards during the last two 
decades. Since 2004, an average of 23.3 units per year were permitted in Bernards, compared with 13.3 
one- and two-family units per year (Table 38). These metrics, however, are skewed by the unusually high 
number of multifamily units permitted in 2020 and 2023. In 16 of the last 20 years, no multifamily units 
were permitted in Bernards. Meanwhile, the construction of one- and two-family homes has dropped off 
considerably, with permits issued for a yearly average of only 8.6 one- and two-family homes since 2014. 
Permitting trends are in similar in Somerset County, where permits for 591 multifamily units were 
approved on average in the last 10 years, compared to only 301 one- and two-family units annually. 
 
Table 38: Total Housing Permits Issued by Type, 2004-2023 

Year 

Bernards Somerset County New Jersey 

1-2 
Units Multifamily Mixed-

Use 
1-2 

Units Multifamily Mixed-
Use 

1-2 
Units Multifamily Mixed-

Use 

2004 31 0 0 833 612 3 39,238 27,103 11,383 
2005 23 0 0 724 469 0 39,688 26,715 12,687 
2006 22 0 0 537 207 2 32,048 20,090 11,760 
2007 22 0 0 519 248 1 25,948 14,235 11,553 
2008 18 0 0 382 138 0 16,338 8,960 7,102 
2009 7 0 0 310 1 1 11,145 6,776 4,309 
2010 16 0 0 393 181 1 11,885 6,934 4,733 
2011 13 20 0 329 138 2 11,882 6,236 5,184 
2012 14 0 0 361 699 0 15,270 6,700 8,527 
2013 10 0 0 575 486 0 18,795 9,666 8,998 
2014 13 0 0 518 171 0 22,896 10,678 11,909 
2015 11 0 0 377 471 0 19,503 9,470 9,989 
2016 14 0 0 348 490 1 24,170 8,885 15,217 
2017 9 0 0 302 262 0 25,961 9,201 16,146 
2018 9 0 0 263 878 55 26,048 9,026 16,811 
2019 5 24 0 264 491 2 30,770 8,954 21,762 
2020 6 198 0 252 1,372 0 26,680 8,673 17,950 
2021 9 0 0 230 955 1 30,044 10,479 19,471 
2022 7 0 0 225 514 0 31,792 9,163 21,913 
2023 3 224 0 234 310 1 21,682 9,552 11,538 

10-Year 
Average 8.6 44.6 0.0 301 591 6 25,955 9,408 16,271 

20-Year 
Average 13.1 23.3 0.0 399 455 4 24,089 11,375 12,447 

Source: NJ Dept. of Communirty Affairs 
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PLANNING PROJECTIONS 

Somerset County is served by the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA), one of New 
Jersey’s three metropolitan planning organizations. NJTPA calculates population and employment 
projections to anticipate the long-range planning needs of the North Jersey portion of the New York 
metropolitan area.  
 
The agency expects the population of Bernards to grow at a slower pace relative to Somerset County and 
NJTPA’s jurisdiction as a whole. More specifically, the agency currently forecasts the Township’s 
population to rise by just 0.15% annually between 2015 and 2050, or just 1,441 residents on net (Table 
43). This would translate to a total population of 28,086 residents. NJTPA projects that household growth 
will also slow, increasing at a yearly rate of just 0.20%, barely half the Somerset County rate of 0.37%. 
According to the MPO, a projected 10,436 households will live in Bernards by 2050, a net increase of 704 
households. The agency expects employment growth to be marginally higher, rising at an annualized rate 
of 0.27%. Again, this is slower than the rates forecast for the county or state, 0.38% and 0.42%, 
respectively.  In total, the NJTPA expects 16,447 persons to work in Bernards by 2050, a net increase of 
1,495 workers. 
 
Table 43: Long-term Population, Household and Employment Forecasts 

Metric Bernards Somerset 
County NJTPA 

2015 Population 26,645 330,604 6,688,013 
2050 Population 28,086 363,486 7,743,120 
Annualized % Population Change 2015-2050 0.15% 0.27% 0.42% 
2015 Household 9,732 117,583 2,444,799 
2050 Household 10,436 133,954 2,868,943 
Annualized % Household Change 2015-2050 0.20% 0.37% 0.46% 
2015 Employment 14,952 185,400 2,910,458 
2050 Employment 16,447 211,386 3,375,651 
Annualized % Employment Change 2015-2050 0.27% 0.38% 0.42% 

Source: NJTPA 
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BERNARDS TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2025 FOURTH ROUND HOUSING 

PLAN ELEMENT & FAIR SHARE PLAN ELEMENT OF THE 

TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN v1 

WHEREAS, upon notice duly provided pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-13, the Bernards 
Township Planning Board (the “Board”), held a public hearing on the proposed 2025 Fourth 
Round Housing Plan Element and Fair Share Plan Element of the Township Master Plan (the 
“2025 HPEFSP”) on May 20, 2025;  

WHEREAS, upon the conclusion of the public hearing, the Board determined that the 
proposed 2025 HPEFSP will guide the use of lands in the Township in a manner which protects 
public health and safety and promotes the general welfare in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-
28, and is designed to achieve access to affordable housing to meet the Township’s Fourth 
Round Mount Laurel constitutional affordable housing obligations and considers the lands that 
are most appropriate for construction of low and moderate income housing in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 52:27D-310;   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by motion duly made and seconded on May 
20, 2025, that the Board hereby adopts the 2025 Fourth Round Housing Plan Element and Fair 
Share Plan Element of the Township Master Plan. 

The above resolution was adopted on May 20, 2025, by the following vote of the members of the 
Board: 

AYES: Crane, Manduke, Mastrangelo, O’Malley, Rubino, Seville, Smith, Tancred i 

NAYES: NONE . 

I, Cyndi Kiefer, Secretary to the Planning Board 
of the Township of Bernards in the County of 
Somerset, do hereby certify that the foregoing is 
a true and correct copy of the memorializing 
resolution duly adopted by the said Planning 
Board on May 20, 2025. 

_______________________________________ 
CYNDI KIEFER, Board Secretary 

           Cyndi Kiefer



TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS 
SOMERSET COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING AN AFFIRMATIVE MARKETING PLAN FOR THE 

TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS 
 

 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with applicable Council on Affordable Housing (“COAH”) 
regulations and the New Jersey Uniform Housing Affordability Controls (“UHAC”) N.J.A.C. 
5:80-26.,et seq., the Township of Bernards is required to adopt by resolution an Affirmative 
Marketing Plan to ensure that all affordable housing units created, including those created by 
rehabilitation are affirmatively marketed to very low, low and moderate income households, 
particularly those living and/or working within Housing Region 3, the Housing Region 
encompassing the Township of Bernards; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Committee of the 
Township of Bernards, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, do hereby adopt the following 
Affirmative Marketing Plan: 
 

Affirmative Marketing Plan 
 
A. All affordable housing units in the Township of Bernards shall be marketed in accordance with 

the provisions herein unless otherwise provided in N.J.A.C. 5:93-1, et seq. This Affirmative 
Marketing Plan shall apply to all developments that contain or will contain very low, low or 
moderate-income units, including those that are part of the Township’s prior round Fair Share 
Plan and its current Fair Share Plan, and those that may be constructed in future developments 
not yet anticipated by the Fair Share Plan.   

 
B. The Affirmative Marketing Plan shall be implemented by an Administrative Agent designated 

by and/or under contract to the Township of Bernards.  All the costs of advertising and 
affirmatively marketing affordable housing units shall be borne by the 
developers/sellers/owners of the affordable unit(s). The exception to this is that the cost of 
affirmatively marketing the Market to Affordable and/or Accessory Apartment Program may 
be borne by the Township, at the Township’s discretion. 

 
C. In implementing the Affirmative Marketing Plan, the Administrative Agent, acting on behalf 

of the Township, shall undertake all the following strategies: 
1. Review, approve and ensure that the developers/sellers/owners publish at least one 

advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation within the housing region. 
2. Broadcast of one advertisement by a radio or television station broadcasting throughout 

the housing region. 
3. At least one additional regional marketing strategy using one of the other sources listed 

in the attached plan.   
 



D. The Affirmative Marketing Plan is a regional marketing strategy designed to attract buyers 
and/or renters of all majority and minority groups, regardless of race, creed, color, national 
origin, ancestry, marital or familial status, gender, affectional or sexual orientation, disability, 
age or number of children to housing units which are being marketed by a developer or sponsor 
of affordable housing.  The Affirmative Marketing Plan is also intended to target those 
potentially eligible persons who are least likely to apply for affordable units in that region.  It 
is a continuing program that directs all marketing activities toward Housing Region 3 in which 
the Township is located and covers the entire period of deed restriction for each restricted 
housing unit. 

 



 1 

ATTACHMENT A 

AFFIRMATIVE FAIR HOUSING MARKETING PLAN 
For Affordable Housing in (REGION 3) 

 
I.  APPLICANT AND PROJECT INFORMATION 
(Complete Section I individually for all developments or programs within the municipality.) 
 

1a.  Administrative Agent Name, Address, Phone 
Number 
Central Jersey Housing Resource Center Corp. 
92 E. Main Street, Suite 407 
Somerville,  NJ  08876 
908-446-0039  

1b. Development or Program Name, Address 
Bernards Township  
277 South Maple Avenue   
Basking Ridge, NJ, 07920 

1c.  
Number of Affordable Units: 205 
 
Number of Rental Units:   0 
 
Number of For-Sale Units:    205 

1d. Price or Rental Range 
 
From        Approximately $97,000 
 
To            Approximately $254,500 

1e. State and Federal Funding 
Sources (if any) 
 

N/A 

1f.   
       0 Age Restricted 
 
       205 Non-Age Restricted 

1g. Approximate Starting Dates 
 
Advertising:     Will vary            Occupancy:    Exiting Complex    

1h. County 
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset 

1i. Census Tract(s): 
 

1j. Managing/Sales Agent’s Name, Address, Phone Number 
NA 
 
 
 

 
(Sections II through IV should be consistent for all affordable housing developments and programs within the 
municipality.  Sections that differ must be described in the approved contract between the municipality and the 
administrative agent and in the approved Operating Manual.) 
 
II. RANDOM SELECTION 
 

2. Describe the random selection process that will be used once applications are received. 
 
Random selection is conducted when a unit is available and only certified households seeking the type 
and bedroom size of the available unit are placed in the lottery. The process is as outlined in the Model 
Operating Manual.  
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III. MARKETING 
3a. Direction of Marketing Activity: (indicate which group(s) in the housing region are least likely to apply for the 
housing without special outreach efforts because of its location and other factors) 

□ White (non-Hispanic        X Black (non-Hispanic)        X Hispanic          □ American Indian or Alaskan 
Native 

                               X Asian or Pacific Islander                                       X Other group:  
 
 
3b. Commercial Media (required) (Check all that applies) 

 DURATION & FREQUENCY 

OF OUTREACH 

NAMES OF REGIONAL 

NEWSPAPER(S) CIRCULATION AREA 

 

TARGETS ENTIRE COAH REGION 3 

Daily Newspaper 

X   The Star-Ledger  
 
 

TARGETS PARTIAL COAH REGION 3 

Daily Newspaper 

X  Home News Tribune 
 

Middlesex, Somerset, Union 
 

X  The Courier News 
 

Somerset and Hunterdon 
 

Weekly Newspaper 

X  TAPinto Flemington Hunterdon 

X  Hunterdon Review/NJ Hills Hunterdon 

□  Amboy Beacon Middlesex 

□  Colonia Corner Middlesex 

X  Trentonian Mercer, Hunterdon  

X  World Journal  Middlesex 

□  Edison Sentinel Middlesex 

□  South Brunswick Post Middlesex 

□  South Plainfield Observer Middlesex 

X  The Daily Record  Somerset, Morris  

□  Sentinel, The Middlesex, Somerset 

X  Atom Tabloid & Citizen Gazette Middlesex, Union 

X  Montgomery News Somerset  

X  NJ Advance Media Hunterdon 

X  NJ BIZ Somerset 
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 DURATION & FREQUENCY 

OF OUTREACH 

 

NAMES OF REGIONAL TV 

STATION(S) 

CIRCULATION AREA AND/OR 

RACIAL/ETHNIC 

IDENTIFICATION OF 

READERS/AUDIENCE  

 
TARGETS ENTIRE COAH REGION 3 

 

□  3 KYW-TV 
CBS Broadcasting, Inc.  

 

□ 
 5 WNYW  

Fox Television Stations, Inc. 
(News Corp.)  

□ 
 6 WPVI-TV 

American Broadcasting 
Companies, Inc. (Walt Disney)  

 
 

X  44  WVIA TV 
PBS  

 

X  12 WHYY-TV 
WHYY, Inc.  

 

□  17 WPHL-TV 
Tribune Company  

□ 
 31 WPXN-TV 

Paxson Communications License 
Company, LLC  

□ 
 35 WYBE 

Independence Public Media Of 
Philadelphia, Inc.  

□ 
 39 WLVT-TV 

Lehigh Valley Public 
Telecommunications Corp.  

□ 
 41 WXTV 

WXTV License Partnership, G.P. 
(Univision Communications, Inc.)  

□  48 WGTW-TV 
Trinity Broadcasting Network  

□ 
 50 WNJN 

New Jersey Public Broadcasting 
Authority  

□ 
 52 WNJT  

New Jersey Public Broadcasting 
Authority  

□  57 WPSG 
CBS Broadcasting, Inc.  

□ 
 58 WNJB 

New Jersey Public Broadcasting 
Authority  

□ 
 61 WPPX 

Paxson Communications License 
Company, LLC  

X 
 63 WMBC-TV 

Mountain Broadcasting 
Corporation  

□  65 WUVP-TV 
Univision Communications, Inc.  

□  68 WFUT-TV 
Univision New York, LLC Spanish 
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TARGETS PARTIAL COAH REGION 3 

Hunterdon, Central Jersey 
Hunterdon 

X  22 WYOU 
Nexstar Broadcasting, Inc. Hunterdon, Somerset 

□  28 WBRE-TV 
Nexstar Broadcasting, Inc. Hunterdon, Somerset 

Hunterdon, Somerset 

□  56 WOLF-TV 
Wolf License Corp. Hunterdon, Somerset 

X  60 WBPH-TV 
Sonshine Family Television Corp. Hunterdon 

□  69 WFMZ-TV 
Maranatha Broadcasting 
Company, Inc. Hunterdon, Somerset 

□  29 WTXF-TV 
Fox Television Stations, Inc. 
(News Corp.) Middlesex, Somerset 

□  47 WNJU 
NBC Telemundo License Co. 
(General Electric) Middlesex, Somerset 

□  66 WFME-TV 
Family Stations of New Jersey, 
Inc. 

Middlesex, Somerset 
(Christian) 

□ 

 25 WNYE-TV 
New York City Dept. of Info., 
Technology & 
Telecommunications Somerset 

 

 DURATION & FREQUENCY 

OF OUTREACH NAMES OF CABLE PROVIDER(S) BROADCAST AREA  

 
TARGETS PARTIAL COAH REGION 3 

□  Comcast of Northwest NJ, 
Southeast Pennsylvania 

Partial Hunterdon 

X  Patriot Media  Partial Hunterdon, Somerset 

□ 
 Service Electric Cable TV of 

Hunterdon 
Partial Hunterdon 

X  Cablevision of Raritan Valley 
 

Partial Middlesex, Somerset 

X  Comcast of Somerset Somerset 

 

 DURATION & FREQUENCY 

OF OUTREACH 

NAMES OF REGIONAL RADIO 

STATION(S) 

BROADCAST AREA AND/OR 

RACIAL/ETHNIC 

IDENTIFICATION OF 

READERS/AUDIENCE 

 
TARGETS ENTIRE COAH REGION 3 

AM 

□  
WFAN 660 

 

X  
WOR 710 

 

X  
WABC 770 

 

X  
WCBS 880 
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□  
WBBR 1130 

 

X  
WWTR 1170 

 

□  
WTTM 1680 

Spanish, Asian, etc. 

FM 

□  WFNY-FM 92.3 
 

□  WPAT-FM 93.1 
Spanish 

□  WNYC-FM 93.9 
 

X  WPST 94.5 
 

□  WFME 94.7 
 

□  WPLJ 95.5 
 

□  WQXR-FM 96.3 
 

□  WQHT 97.1 
 

□  WSKQ-FM 97.9 
Spanish 
 

□  WRKS 98.7 
 

X  WAWZ 99.1 
Christian 

□  WBAI 99.5 
 

□  WPHI-FM 100.3 
 

□  WCBS-FM 101.1 
 

X  WPST/101.5 NJ Radio 
 

□  WQCD 101.9 
 

□  WNEW 102.7 
 

□  WPRB 103.3 
 

□  WKTU 103.5 
 

X  WW-FM Radio  
 

□  WDAS-FM 105.3 
 

□  WLTW 106.7 
 

 
TARGETS PARTIAL COAH REGION 3 
AM 

X  
WAEB 790 Hunterdon 

□  
WCHR 1040 Hunterdon 

X  
WGPA 1100 Hunterdon 

□  
WEEX 1230 Hunterdon 
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□  
WKAP 1470 Hunterdon 

□  
WRNJ 1510 Hunterdon 

X  
WWJZ 640  Hunterdon, Delaware Valley 

□  
WIMG 1300 Middlesex 

X  
WCTC &WMGK 1450 Middlesex, Somerset 

FM 

□  WRTI 90.1 Hunterdon 

□  WCVH 90.5 Hunterdon 

□  WHYY-FM 90.9 Hunterdon 

□  WXTU 92.5 Hunterdon 

□  WAEB-FM 104.1 Hunterdon 

□  WFKB 107.5 Hunterdon 

□  WYSP 94.1  Hunterdon, Middlesex 

□  WBEN-FM 95.7 Hunterdon, Middlesex 

□  WRDW-FM 96.5 Hunterdon, Middlesex 

X  WZZO 95.1 Hunterdon, Somerset 

□  WCTO 96.1 Hunterdon, Somerset 

□  WLEV 100.7 Hunterdon, Somerset 

□  WNJT-FM 88.1 Middlesex 

□  WRSU-FM 88.7 Middlesex 

X  WWFM 89.1 Middlesex 

□  WWPH 107.9 Middlesex 

□  WDVR 89.7 Middlesex, Somerset 

□  WVPH 90.3 Middlesex, Somerset 

X  WMGQ 98.3 Middlesex, Somerset, Hunterdon 

□  WBLS 107.5 Middlesex, Somerset 
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3c. Other Publications (such as neighborhood newspapers, religious publications, and organizational newsletters) 
(Check all that applies) 

 
NAME OF 

PUBLICATIONS OUTREACH AREA 

RACIAL/ETHNIC 

IDENTIFICATION OF 

READERS/AUDIENCE  

 
TARGETS ENTIRE COAH REGION 3 

Weekly 

  
Nuestra Communidad 
 

Central/South Jersey 
 

Spanish-Language 
 

Monthly 

□  Sino Monthly North Jersey/NYC area Chinese-American 
 
 
TARGETS PARTIAL COAH REGION  3 
Daily 

□  24 Horas 
Bergen, Essex, Hudson, 
Middlesex, Passaic, 
Union Counties  

Portuguese-Language 

Weekly 

□  Arab Voice Newspaper North Jersey/NYC area Arab-American 

X  Catholic Charities  Somerset, Middlesex, 
Hunterdon Catholic 

X  La Voz Hudson, Union, 
Middlesex Counties Cuban community 

□  

Amerika Magyar 
Nepszava (American 
Hungarian Peoples' 
Voice) 

Central/North Jersey Hungarian-Language 

X  Jewish Family Services Central New Jersey Jewish 

X  
Latinos Unidos 
 

Central Jersey 
 

Spanish-Language 
 

X  
Shree Swaminarayan 
Mandir Loyadham NJ Central Jersey South Asian 

X  
Ukrainian Orthodox 
Center Church Hall Central Jersey Ukrainian Community 

 
3d. Employer Outreach (names of employers throughout the housing region that can be contacted to post 
advertisements and distribute flyers regarding available affordable housing) (Check all that applies) 
DURATION & FREQUENCY OF 

OUTREACH 

NAME OF EMPLOYER/COMPANY LOCATION 

 
Hunterdon County 

X  Merck & Co. 1 Merck Dr., Whitehouse Station  

X  Hunterdon Medical Center 
2100 Wescott Drive, Flemington, 
NJ  08822 

X  3 M 
500 Route 202 North, 
Flemington, NJ, 08822 

X  Chubb Insurance Co. 
202 Halls Mill Rd., Whitehouse 
Station, NJ  08889 

X  
Exxon-Mobil Research & 
Engineering 

1545 US Highway 22 E., 
Annandale, NJ  08801 

X  New York Life Securities INC 110 Cokesbury Rd, Lebanon 
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X  AM Best  
1 Ambest Road, Oldwick, NJ, 
08858 

X  Regent Chemical & Research INC 
115 Route 202, Ringoes, NJ, 
08551 

X  Walmart  
152 Route 31 North,, Flemington, 
NJ, 08822 

 
Middlesex County  

X  Bristol-Myers Squibb 
1 Squibb Dr, New Brunswick, NJ  
08901 

□  Merrill Lynch & Company  800 Scudders Mill Rd, Plainsboro 

X  Johnson & Johnson 
1 Johnson & Johnson Plaza, New 
Brunswick 

□  Prudential Insurance Company 44 Stelton Rd. # 130, Piscataway  

X  
Robert Wood Johnson University 
Hospital 

1 Robert Wood Johnson Pl., New 
Brunswick, NJ  08901 

X  Metlife  
186 South Wood Ave, #301, 
Iselin, NJ 08854 

X  St. Peter’s University Hospital 254 Easton Ave., New Brunswick 

X  J.F.K. Medical Center 
65 James Street, Edison, NJ  
08818 

X  Raritan Bay Medical Center 
530 New Brunswick Av., Perth 
Amboy, NJ  08861 

X  Hygrade Beverage  
PO Box 7092, North Brunswick, 
NJ, 08902 

X  AT&T 1 Hwy Ter, Edison, NJ, 08817  

X  OHM Laboratories 
PO Box 7397, North Brunswick, 
NJ, 08902 

X  Walmart  
1303 Centennial Ave, 
Piscataway, NJ,  08854 

 
 
Somerset County 

X  AT&T 
465 S. Finley Ave, Suite 12, 
Basking Ridge, NJ, 07920 

X  Ferreira Construction CO  
31 Tannery Road, Somerville, 
NJ, 08876 

X  Chubb Insurance 
15 Mountain View Rd, Warren, 
NJ, 07059 

X  CoWorx Staffing Services 
1375 Plainfield Ave., Suite 1 
Watchung, NJ  07069 

X  Amazon  
601 Randolph Rd, Somerset, NJ, 
08873 

X  Avaya INC 
211 Mount Airy Rd, Basking 
ridge, NJ, 07920 

X  Sanofi Aventis 
400 Somerset Corporate Blvd., 
Bridgewater, NJ  08807 

X  Johnson & Johnson 
1 Merck Drive, PO Box 2000 
(RY60-200E), Rahway, NJ 

X  Bausch+Lomb  
400 Somerset Blvd, Bridgewater, 
NJ, 08807 

X  Walmart  
100 North Main St., Manville, 
NJ, 08835 
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3e. Community Contacts (names of community groups/organizations throughout the housing region that can be 
contacted to post advertisements and distribute flyers regarding available affordable housing) 

Name of Group/Organization Outreach Area Duration & Frequency of Outreach 
Fair Share Housing Center Statewide 1 notice when units available 
Latino Action Network Statewide 1 notice when units available 
New Jersey State Conference of NAACP Statewide 1 notice when units available 
Supportive Housing Connection Statewide 1 notice when units available 
New Jersey Housing Resource Center Statewide 1 notice when units available 

 
IV. APPLICATIONS 
 

Applications for affordable housing for the above units will be available at the following locations: 
4a. County Administration Buildings and/or Libraries for all counties in the housing region (list county building, 
address, contact person) (Check all that applies) 

 BUILDING LOCATION 

X 
 
Middlesex County Administration Bldg. 

75 Bayard Lane, New Brunswick, NJ  08903 

X 
 
Somerset County Admin. Bldg. 

20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ  08876 

X 
 
Somerset County Library Headquarters 

1 Vogt Drive, Bridgewater, NJ  08807 

x  
Hunterdon County Library Headquarters 

314 State Highway 12, Flemington, NJ  08822 

4b. Municipality in which the units are located (list municipal building and municipal library, address, contact 
person) 
Municipal Building, Bernard Township Engineering Office  
                                  277 South Maple Avenue   
                                  Basking Ridge, NJ, 07920 
 
4c. Sales/Rental Office for units (if applicable) 
Will vary based on development 
 

 
V. CERTIFICATIONS AND ENDORSEMENTS 
 

I hereby certify that the above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that 
knowingly falsifying the information contained herein may affect the (select one: Municipality’s COAH substantive 
certification or DCA Balanced Housing Program funding or HMFA UHORP/MONI funding). 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name (Type or Print) 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Title/Municipality 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature                                                                                                               Date  
 
 

 
 
 
Created Dec 2.20.25 Affirmative Marketing Plan COAH Form for Region 3  
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ORDINANCE #2580 

An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of Bernards  
Chapter 4 “General Licensing,” Section 10  “Alarm Systems,”  

 
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards in the County of Somerset 
that Chapter 4 “General Licensing,” Section 10  “Alarm Systems of the Revised General Ordinances of the 
Township of Bernards is amended.  (new text is in double underline; deletions are stricken): 

 
SECTION 4-10 

      Alarm Systems 
 
§ 4-10.1. Purpose. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted] 
The purpose of this section is to provide minimum standards and regulations for the use of privately installed 
emergency alarm systems, to establish permit and registration procedures to facilitate emergency responses 
of the Township Police and Fire Departments, to establish fees and penalties for violation and to create an 
administrative apparatus. The provisions of this section shall apply to any person who operates, maintains 
or owns any alarm device or local alarm which is designed to summon the Police Department, Fire 
Department or other municipal agency to any location in response to any type of alarm signal. 
 
§ 4-10.2. Definitions. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted] 
As used in this section: 
 
ALARM CONSOLE — Shall mean the direct wire alarm console or digital receiver alarm console installed 
in the Bernards Township police headquarters for the purpose of giving a visual and/or audible response to 
alarm devices installed in the Township of Bernards. 
 
ALARM DEVICE — Shall mean any mechanism designed to actuate the alarm console. 
 
ALARM SYSTEM — Shall mean the installation in one or more buildings, residential or otherwise, of one 
or more alarm devices or local alarms to provide visual or audible warnings, or both, of an emergency, 
such as unauthorized intrusion, fire, smoke, flood or similar hazard requiring urgent attention. Alarm system 
shall not include: 
 

A. An alarm installed on or in a vehicle, unless the vehicle is permanently located at a site; nor 
B. An alarm designed to alert only the inhabitants of a single-family residential premises or 

residential unit and not designed to be seen, heard or communicated to a third person outside of 
the particular premises or unit. 

 
AUDIBLE ALARM — Shall mean alarm equipment that emits an audible signal at the premises that it is 
designed to protect. 
 
CHIEF — Shall mean the Chief of Police of the Township of Bernards or his designee. 
 
DIAL ALARM — Shall mean alarm equipment that employs an automatic dialing system programmed to 
connect with the police headquarters telephone and emit a prerecorded voice message. 
 
DWELLING — Shall mean a unit or premises occupied or intended to be occupied for residential purposes 
by a single family. 
 
FALSE ALARM — Shall mean an alarm device or dial alarm actuated for which there is no evidence of 
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an attempted unauthorized entry or for which there exists evidence of an equipment failure or evidence of 
inadvertence on the part of any permittee, agents, servants and employees requiring a response by police, 
fire or other municipal agency. A false fire alarm means the intentional or unintentional activation of an 
audio or visual alarm or signal from an automatic fire alarm device set off by causes other than the 
occurrence of a Falsefire. False alarms shall include actuations caused by malfunctioning of the alarm 
device, dial alarm or other relevant equipment but shall not include alarm actuations caused by malfunction 
of the alarm console or caused by natural forces or other extraordinary circumstances not subject to control 
by the permittee. 
 
LOCAL ALARM — Shall mean any mechanism, other than a dial alarm, that constitutes, in whole or in 
part, an alarm system that is not connected with and is not designed to actuate the police alarm console, 
including any alarm or device which, when actuated, produces an audible signal, such as store burglar 
alarms actuating bell devices. 
 
OCCUPANT — Shall mean a person in possession of premises in or upon which an alarm system has been 
installed. 
 
PERMITTEE — Shall mean a person to which a permit has been issued in accordance with Subsection 4-
10.5 to install, operate or maintain an alarm system that includes one or more alarm devices. 
 
PERSON — Shall mean any person as defined in Section 1-2. 
 
§ 4-10.3. Permit Required. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted] 
a. No person shall install, maintain, use or cause to be used any alarm system within the Township unless 

a permit thereforpermit has been issued by the Chief in accordance with the provisions of this section. 
b. Every permit issued for an alarm system shall expire on December 31 of the year in which it is 

issued.Alarm system permits shall be issued by the Chief of Police on a two year basis upon receipt 
of alarm registration information and permit fee.  No person shall use an alarm system during any 
period when the permit has expired or is suspended. 

c. With each permit, the applicant must provide a list of three personspeople to be contacted in the event 
of an actuation. This contact person(s) must respond within 30 minutes of contact. 

d. Local alarm systems with exterior audible alarms are prohibited. 
e. No dial alarms shall be permitted, with the exception ofexcept for those which were registered in the 

permittee's name prior to the passage of this section and those which are registered in connection with 
the Medical Alert Program conducted by the Bernardsville Rotary Club and supervised by the Chief. 
Such alarms shall only be allowed as long asif the permittee owns or occupies the premises in which 
the alarm system is installed. 

f. All alarm devices shall be installed in accordance with the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:23 et seq., the 
New Jersey Uniform Construction Code. All fire alarm devices shall be installed with the approval of 
the fire official and in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:18, the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code. 

 
§ 4-10.4. Fees. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted] 
a. Fees for alarm system permits shall be $50 for a direct line to police headquarters and $25 45 for all 

other private alarm systems, including warning and sounding devices. 
b. The fee shall not be prorated by reason of the date upon which an application is filedprorated or 

refunded for any reason, but the fee shall be refunded returned to the applicant in the event that a 
permit is not issued. 

c. Any person who fails to obtain a renewal permit on or before January 31 of each year shall 
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pay a surcharge of $10. Such person shall also remain liable for the penalties. 
 
§ 4-10.5. Investigation and Issuance of Permit. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted] 
The Chief shall issue a permit for an alarm system unless the Chief concludes that the system covered by 
the application does not meet the applicable standards of this section. A copy of each permit should be 
forwarded to the Bureau of Fire Prevention by the Chief. Whenever the Chief shallChief refuses to issue a 
permit, he shall advise the applicant, in writing, of the reason or reasons for refusal. Registration shall be 
required for each alarm system within the Township on the effective date of this section. Users of alarm 
systems in place on that date shall complete the registration form within 30 days after this section takes 
effect. 
 
§ 4-10.6. Registration Form. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted] 
Any person utilizing an alarm system shall complete and file with the Chief a registration form, which 
may be obtained from the Police Department, correctly containing the following information: 
a. Full name, address and telephone number of the applicant, including an address description which 

will permit the appropriate municipal department to respond to the alarm. 
b. Common name of the alarm premises. 
c. Name and address of the person installing, maintaining and/or owning the alarm system. 
d. Description of the alarm system's operation, including, not by way of limitation, activation points of 

the alarm system and the mechanism or mechanisms by which the alarm system becomes activated. 
e. Name, address and telephone number of the person monitoring and initially responding to an activation 

of the alarm system. 
f. Name, address and telephone numbers of three responsible persons other than the permittee to be 

contacted in case of alarm and/or malfunction, commonly referred to as "key-holders." The Chief may 
grant waivers if he determines three key-holders cannot be provided by the permittee. 

g. Any additional relevant information specifically requested by the Chief. 
h. Provisions relating to false alarms and testing procedures. 
 

If there has occurred any material change in the information previously submitted with respect 
to any alarm system by the alarm user, it shall be the duty of the alarm user, within ten days of 
such material change, to file a supplemental or revised registration form containing accurate 
current information. This section shall include, but is in no way limited to, the disconnection 
of said alarm. Failure to comply with these provisions will be deemed a violation of this section 
and subject the violator to the penalties contained herein. § 4-10.7. Terms and Conditions of 
Permit. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted] 

 
All permits for alarm systems shall be issued upon the following terms and conditions: 
a. A permit shall be issued for each separate improved property, store, building or facility, and no permit 

shall be transferred or assigned in any manner. 
b. Every alarm system connected directly to the Police Department command desk shall have a voltage 

compatible system therewith. 
c.b. Every permittee shall be subject to the rules and standards set forth in this section. 
d.c. If an alarm system is disconnected, the permittee shall give written notice to the Police Department 

within seven days of such disconnection. Any permittee who fails to give the notice required under 
this subsection shall be subject to the penalties contained herein. 

 
§ 4-10.8. Suspension of Permit. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted] 
Any permit issued for an alarm system may be suspended by the Chief if it appears that: 
a. The permittee has failed to comply with the terms and conditions of the permit or has failed to comply 

with rules or standards promulgated by the Chief concerning alarm systems. 
b. The permittee or his agents knowingly installed or maintained a faulty alarm system. 
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c. The permittee or his agents failed to comply with a request by the Chief to render necessary services 
to a faulty alarm system within 36 hours after such request was made or failed to disconnect such 
alarm system that has not been repaired. Five false alarms within any calendar year shall constitute 
prima facie evidence that an alarm system is faulty. 

d. In the event that the Chief shall determine that a permit for an alarm system shall be suspended by 
reason of the provisions of this subsection, the Chief shall notify the permittee of the suspension in 
writing, by certified mail, to the last known address setting forth the reason or reasons for the 
suspension. 

e. A suspension shall be terminated by the Chief when he is satisfied that the conditions stated in the 
notice of suspension have been corrected. 

 
§ 4-10.9. Disconnection of Unauthorized Equipment; Consent to Inspection. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, 
adopted] 
Any unauthorized alarm system or equipment shall be disconnected by the Chief or his designated 
representative for noncompliance with this section, and any person installing or maintaining an 
unauthorized alarm system equipment shall be prosecuted for violation of this section, and each day such 
equipment is in operation shall be considered a separate violation. 
 
§ 4-10.10. Appeal. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted] 
Any person aggrieved by the action of the Chief in the denial or suspension of a permit for an alarm system 
shall have the right of appeal to the Township Administrator. The appeal shall be taken by filing with the 
Township Administrator, within ten calendar days after the notice of action complaint has been mailed 
to the person's last known address, a written statement setting forth fully the grounds for appeal. The 
Township Administrator shall set a time and place for hearing of the appeal and notice of the hearing shall 
be given to the appellant by certified mail to his last known address at least five calendar days prior to the 
date set for hearing. The decisions of the Township Administrator and the reasons therefortherefore shall be 
set forth in writing by the Township Administrator. 
 
§ 4-10.11. False Alarms; Fees and Fines. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted; Ord. #2029, 
10-14-2008, amended] 
a. In the case of a false alarm, any person, permittee or his agent or representative having knowledge 

thereof shall immediately notify the Township Police Department. 
b. Where a person, permittee or his agent or representative notifies the Township Police Department 

within 60 seconds of the activation of the alarm, the actuation shall not be deemed to be a false alarm 
for the purpose of imposing penalties upon the permittee. 

c. The Chief shall cause an investigation to be made of all false alarms and a record of such false alarms 
kept on file. 
1. For false alarms within any 12 consecutive months, the following penalties shall apply: 

 
Number of False 
Alarms 

If Registered If No Current 
Registration 

For the first 3 A written warning shall be 
issued. 

$100 (each 
occuranceoccurrence) 

For the 4th $100 $200 

For the 5th $200 $300 

For the 6th $300 $400 

For the 7th and each 
subsequent 

$400 $500 

2. All fines under this section may be joint and several against all persons owning an alarm device, 



 

Page 5 of 6 
2580 

any occupant of a premises in which an alarm device is installed, and any alarm company or 
contractor. 

3. All false alarms, commencing with the first, which occur while construction, alteration or 
renovations are occurring at the site, or when the alarm systems are being serviced, maintained 
or repaired, and the person conducting such work fails to notify the Township Fire and Police 
Departments that such work is being conducted, may be issued a summons to the individual or 
contractor performing the construction, alteration or renovations, and carry a penalty of $200, in 
addition to any and all other penalties provided in this section. 

d. No alarm activations during the thirty-day period immediately following the installation of an alarm 
system shall be deemed to be a false alarm, so long as the system has been issued a permit provided 
in § 4-10.3 above. 

e. Where the investigation of the Police Department discloses the failure of a permittee or occupant to 
take remedial steps to prevent false alarms, the Chief may require said permittee or occupant to 
disconnect the alarm system, provided that no permit shall be revoked or suspended or system be 
required to be disconnected without giving the permittee or occupant an opportunity to show cause 
before the Township Administrator why such action should not be taken. 

f. All fines shall be issued by summonses, which are answerable to the Bernards Township Municipal 
Court. 

 
§ 4-10.12. Disclaimer of Responsibility. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted] 
Neither the Township nor the police department shall assume any responsibility whatsoever with respect to 
the adequacy, operation or maintenance of any alarm system. No action taken by the Township or the Police 
Department pursuant to the provisions of this section shall create any liability upon the Township or the 
Police Department by reason of any failure of any alarm system, any failure to respond to any emergency 
or any act or omission relating to any alarm system. 
 
§ 4-10.13. Indemnification. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted] 
By installing an alarm system and registering same with the Township, each alarm user agrees to indemnify 
and hold harmless the Township, its agents, servants and employees from and against all claims, suits, 
damages, costs, losses and expenses and to release the Township, its agents, servants and employees from 
any and all liability or damages in any way resulting from or arising out of or connected with the installation, 
operation or maintenance of the alarm system or any act or omission connected therewith. 
 
§ 4-10.14. Additional Rules and Regulations. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted] 
The Chief may from time to time promulgate written rules and regulations supplementing this section to 
provide for recordkeeping and efficient management of the system, provided that no such rules and 
regulations shall be effective until the Township Committee shall first approve such rules and regulations, or 
any amendments thereto, by appropriate resolution. 
 
§ 4-10.15. Violations, Penalties and Enforcement. [Ord. #1329, 12-29-1998, adopted; Ord. #2029, 10-
14-2008, amended] 
Any person found guilty in the Municipal Court of the Township for violation of the terms of this section 
other than for violating the terms of Subsection 4.10-11, which provides specific penalties for violations 
thereof, shall be subject to a fine of not more than $2,000 or imprisonment for a period not exceeding 90 
days, or both. Responsibility for enforcement of the provisions of this section, including but not limited to 
fines, disconnections, summons and permit suspensions shall be the Police Department, Construction 
Official or Fire Official. 

*** 
 
Each section of this ordinance and every subsection hereof shall be deemed independent, separate and distinct 
from all other sections, and the holding of any section or a part hereof to be unconstitutional, void, or ineffective 
for any cause shall not be deemed to affect the validity or constitutionality of any section or part hereof. 
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All ordinances, codes, or parts thereof that are inconsistent with this ordinance are repealed or otherwise 
modified. 
 
The ordinance is effective upon passage.  It will be published in accordance with NJSA 40:49-2d. 
 
 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
This ordinance is being revised to remove outdated language.  Additionally, this will allow alarm registrations to remain valid for two years with 
an accompanying increase in the alarm registration fee.  These changes will support more efficient processing of alarm registrations by the Police 
Department. 
 
 
Date:  05/14/2025 

Timothy King 
Chief of Police 
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