
Please call 24 hours in advance (908) 204-3001 
if accommodations are required, including assistive listening devices (ALD). 

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP - TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
COMBINED AGENDA - REGULAR MEETING 

March 11, 2025 –  7:30 PM Public Open Session 
The Municipal Building, 1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, is open and is following the CDC’s current 

guidelines.  The meeting will be live streamed and can be found by clicking on the “Watch a Meeting Live” 

icon on the home page, www.bernards.org and can also be viewed live on Optimum/Cablevision TV - 

Channel 15 and Verizon FiOS TV - Channel 2135.   

A G E N D A 

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. FLAG SALUTE

3. MAYOR’S OPENING MEETING STATEMENT

4. ROLL CALL

5. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if required)

6. PRESENTATIONS
A. Resolution #2025-0170 - Recognizing March as Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month

B. Resolution #2025-0141 - In Recognition of Girl Scouts Week March 9th to 15th

C. Resolution #2025-0142 - Commendation on Attaining Silver and Gold Awards Girl Scouts of
the USA 

D. Resolution #2025-0156 - Recognizing Ridge Youth Sports, Inc.’s (RYSI) Senior Rec
Competition Cheerleading Team First Place Win at the 2025 World School Cheerleading
Championship in the 12U Division, First Place for the Highest Score of the Session

7. PUBLIC WORK SESSION (if required)

8. CORRESPONDENCE

9. PUBLIC COMMENT

10. STAFF COMMENTS, TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE COMMENTS AND BOARD / LIAISON
REPORTS

11. FIRE & RESCUE APPOINTMENT

12. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

13. NEW BUSINESS
A. Consent Agenda

The items listed within the consent agenda portion of the meeting have been referred to the Township

Committee for reading and study, are posted on the agenda on the website, are considered routine and

will be enacted by one motion of the Township Committee with no separate discussion.  If separate

discussion is required, the item may be removed from the agenda by township committee action and placed

on the regular agenda under new business.

1) Resolution #2025-0155 - Approval of the Bill List Dated 03/11/2025
2) Resolution #2025-0157 - Unused Vacation Accrual Due Jon Burger – Police Department
3) Resolution #2025-0158 - Unused Vacation Accrual Due John Mulhall Bernards Township –

Police Department 
4) Resolution #2025-0162 - Honoring James Mahoney On The Occasion Of His 100th Birthday

Estimated 

Times 

7:30 PM 

7:35 PM 



 

Please call 24 hours in advance (908) 204-3001  
if accommodations are required, including assistive listening devices (ALD). 

 

5) Resolution #2025-0163 – Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding Between the Deputy 
Chief of Police Michael Sweeney and the Township of Bernards 

6) Resolution #2025-0164 – Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding Between the Chief 
of Police Timothy King and the Township of Bernards 

7) Resolution #2025-0165 - Awarding Professional Services Contract for 2025 Geographic 
Information System (GIS) Services to Michael K. McAloon, PE, NJ Lic. #24GE05346500 of the 
firm Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc., 96 U.S. Highway 206, Suite 101, Flanders, NJ 07836 
In the Not to Exceed Amount of $7,500.00 

8) Resolution #2025-0166 - Resolution Authorizing the Donation of Gasoline and/or Diesel to 
the Basking Ridge Fire Company No. 1 and First Aid Squad, and Liberty Corner Fire 
Company 

9) Resolution #2025-0167 - Renewal of Agreement and Permit for Recycling Clothing Bins with 
ART (American Recycling Technologies Inc.) For a Three-Year Period October 1, 2023, 
through September 30, 2026 

10) Resolution #2025-0168 - Award of Change Order #1 Professional Services Contract for 
Bernards Township Housing Element and Fair Share Plan to Kendra Lelie P.P., A.I.C.P., LLA 
NJ LIC # 33L100553700 of the firm Kyle + McManus Associates, 2 East Broad Street, 2nd 
Floor, Hopewell, NJ 08525 In an additional amount of $25,000.00. For a New Not to Exceed 
Amount of $ 42,000.00 

11) Resolution #2025-0169 - Recognizing March as Women’s History Month 

12) Resolution #2025-0171 - Personnel Appointment Megan Stolarski – Library Assistant-

Children’s Services Bernards Township Library  

 
B. Ordinance #2570 - An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of 

Bernards, Chapter 7 “Traffic,” Schedule XX “Handicapped Parking Areas on Public and Private 
Properties” – Introduction 

 
C. Ordinance #2571 - An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of 

Bernards, Chapter 7 “Traffic,” Schedule XIX “Handicapped Parking Areas on Municipal and 
Board of Education Properties” – Introduction 

 
D. Ordinance #2572  - An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of the Township 

of Bernards, Chapter 7 “Traffic” – Introduction  

 
E. Ordinance #2573 - An Ordinance of the Township of Bernards, County of Somerset, State of 

New Jersey, Amending, Revising and Supplementing the Code of the Township of Bernards, 
Chapter 21, “Land Development,” to Create the SH-4 Senior Housing Zone – Introduction  
 

F. Ordinance #2574  - An Ordinance Of The Township Of Bernards, County Of Somerset, State Of 
New Jersey, Authorizing The Vacation Of Great Swamp Road – Introduction  

 
G. Ordinance #2575 - An Ordinance of the Township of Bernards, County of Somerset, State of 

New Jersey, Amending, Revising, and Supplementing the Code of the Township of Bernards, 
Chapter 21, “Land Development,” to Replace the Westgate Village Mixed Use Senior Overlay 
Zone within the E-3 Zone with the Westgate Village Mixed Use Zone – Introduction  

 
H. Approval of Minutes 

02/25/2025 Open Session Minutes 

 
14. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if required) 
 

15. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 

Christine V. Kieffer,  Municipal Clerk 
 

 
(Note:  Copies of Resolutions and other supporting documents listed on this agenda can be found on the pages below) 



 
Resolution #2025-0170 

Recognizing March as Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month 
 

WHEREAS, March is recognized across the United States as Developmental Disabilities 
Awareness Month, an opportunity to promote respect for individuals with developmental 
disabilities and to increase awareness of the barriers they may face in education, employment, and 
community involvement; and 
 
WHEREAS, approximately two percent of the United States population has an intellectual or 
developmental disability, which translates to approximately 178,000 children and adults in new 
Jersey: and  
 
WHEREAS, individuals with developmental disabilities make valuable contributions to their 
communities and deserve to be recognized for their achievements, talents, and potential; and 
 
WHEREAS, fostering an inclusive community benefits everyone by promoting diversity, equity, 
and accessibility, ensuring that individuals with developmental disabilities have equal 
opportunities to thrive and participate in all aspects of society; and 
 
WHEREAS, continued education, advocacy, and public awareness efforts are necessary to 
eliminate misconceptions and to support policies and programs that enhance the quality of life for 
individuals with developmental disabilities. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee commends the efforts 
of advocates, service providers, and community organizations that work tirelessly to support and 
empower individuals with developmental disabilities and their families; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that 
we do hereby recognize the month of March as Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month in 
Bernards Township and encourages all residents to join in this observance by promoting 
awareness, inclusion, and respect for individuals with developmental disabilities. 
 
 
Agenda Date and Vote: 03/11/2025 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025. 

 
 
 

                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
 

 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 



 
Resolution #2025-0141 

In Recognition of Girl Scouts Week  
March 9th to 15th   

 
WHEREAS, March 9th - 15th 2025 marks the 113th anniversary of Girl Scout Week as designated 
by Girl Scouts of the USA founded in 1912 by Juliette Gordon Low in Savanah, Georgia; and 
 
WHEREAS, the mission of the Girl Scouts of the USA it to “build girls of courage, confidence 
and character, who make the world a better place” through honesty, fairness, compassion, and 
sisterhood; and  
 
WHEREAS, throughout its long and distinguished history, Girl Scouting has inspired millions of 
girls and women to strive for the highest ideals of character, conduct and patriotism; and  
 
WHEREAS, through Girl Scouts, girls grow strong, gain self-confidence, develop leadership 
skills and learn the lifelong lesson of contributing back to their communities; and  
 
WHEREAS, more than 2.5 million current Girl Scout members nationwide will be celebrating 
110 years of this American tradition, with nearly 50 million women who are former girl scouts and 
living proof of the impact of this amazing movement. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards hereby recognizes March 9th to 15th as Girl Scouts Week; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESVOLED, by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Bernards that a copy of this resolution be spread in full in the official minutes of the 
Township Committee for March 11, 2025. 
 
Agenda and Date Voted: 03/11/2025 
 

CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025. 
 
 
 
 
                                   Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

http://www.bernards.org/


 

 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

Resolution 2025-0142 

Commendation on Attaining Silver and Gold Awards  

Girl Scouts of the USA 

 
WHEREAS,  the mission of Girl Scouts of the USA it to “build girls of courage, confidence and character, who make the 

world a better place” through honesty, fairness, compassion, and sisterhood going above and beyond to make a difference 

in her community; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Bronze Award, Silver Award, and Gold Award are the most prestigious awards that Girl Scouts can earn; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards wishes to recognize the following girls for their 

achievements:    

 
2024 Gold Award: 

Sophia Minassian - Troop 32070 - The Armenians of St. Gregory's Armenian Church  

Emma  Pawlick - IRG - Magnificent Monarchs and Milkweed 

 

2024 Silver Award:

Caroline Zugale - Troop 61160 - Music Bingo 

Matilda Demcsak- Troop 61160 - Music Bingo 

Vivian  Cash- Troop 61160 - Creating Affordable and Reliable Essentials Project (C.A.R.E ) 

Grace   Geary- Troop 61160 - Creating Affordable and Reliable Essentials Project (C.A.R.E ) 

Sophie  McDonnell- Troop 61160 - Four Paws Partnership 

Lucy Perks- Troop 61160- Four Paws Partnership 

Anjni Naik - Troop 60608 - Food Allergy Advocacy  

Kaitlyn Steel- Troop 60608 - Food Allergy Advocacy 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards congratulates each 

girl for their personal achievement which will serve as a reminder of the importance of the pursuit of excellence throughout 

their life.   

 

Agenda Date and Vote: 03/11/2025 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025. 

 

 

 

                              Christine V.  Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0156 

Recognizing Ridge Youth Sports, Inc.’s (RYSI) Senior Rec Competition Cheerleading Team 

First Place Win at the 2025 World School Cheerleading Championship in the 12U Division, 

First Place for the Highest Score of the Session 

 

WHEREAS, Ridge Youth Sports Inc. (RYSI) is a community-based child-focused organization which provides 

instructional and competitive programs for children focusing on life and athletic skill development, personal growth, and 

fun, with the goal of instilling lifelong enjoyment and understanding of sports; and 

 

WHEREAS, Coach Kim Grimaldi, a founding board member of RYSI and Director of the Competition Cheer Program 

started in 2005 has coached the Senior Rec Division for 13 years, Coach Lydia Kerrick has coached the Senior Rec Division 

since 2018, and Coach Lauren Grimaldi, a previous Ridge High School cheerleader and 4-yr All American, is in her second-

year coaching; and  

   

WHEREAS, the RYSI Senior Rec team consists of 22 girls from Basking Ridge that attend school at WAMS, Oak Street 

and St. James, and exhibited tremendous teamwork, flexibility, and ingenuity under the Coaches’ leadership to get to the 

first place win at the 2025 World School Cheerleading Championship in the 12U Division; and 

 

WHEREAS, the team represented the USA in the Rec Division of the 2025 World School Cheerleading Championship, 

hosted by the International Cheer Union, and competed against other talented teams from all over the world, delivered a 

flawless performance and exhibited the most energy and spirit earning them the First Place win in the 12U Division; and  

 

WHEREAS, the team competed against other talented teams from 7 countries including teams from Columbia, St Croix 

Virgin Islands, Canada, Costa Rica, China and Japan during the session. Ridge Youth Sports took first place again to earn 

the highest score of the session. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, that we do hereby 

recognize and congratulate the RYSI Senior Rec Cheerleaders and their Coaches on their impressive accomplishments and 

their extraordinary commitment to teamwork, perseverance, and sportsmanship. 

 

Agenda and Date Voted:  03/11/2025 

 

 

 
 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025. 

 

 

 

                   Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

http://www.bernards.org/


http://www.bernards.org/




 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

Resolution #2025-0157 
Unused Vacation Accrual Due 

Jon Burger – Police Department 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee adopted Resolution No. 2025-0066 at their regularly scheduled meeting of 
January 2, 2025, accepting the Personnel Policies and Procedures that outline pay-outs due at the time of retirement; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Jon Burger, retired from Bernards Township effective March 1, 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, per the requirements of the Township’s Personnel Policy, Jon Burger is entitled to a Vacation Time 
Accrual payment for unused vacation time as calculated below based on an hourly rate of $98.53.  If the employee 
uses vacation time prior to his retirement date, the calculation below could be less but not more:   
 

 Total Hours Available Amount Due 
Vacation Accrual 233.50 $23,006.76 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that the 
unused accrued vacation payment be approved and distributed in the next available pay cycle following separation. 
 

Agenda and Date Voted:  03/11/2025 
 

CFO CERTIFICATION 
I, Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer of the Township of Bernards, do hereby certify that there are adequate funds for this 
expenditure.  Funds are available in the Police Department S&W, Line Account #5-01-25-240-101 for an amount not to exceed 
$23,006.76 
                                                                                                       

 
 
Date: February 19, 2025 

Sean McCarthy, CFO 

  

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025. 
 
 
 
                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 

http://www.bernards.org/


 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

Resolution #2025-0158 
Unused Vacation Accrual Due 

John Mulhall 
Bernards Township – Police Department 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee adopted Resolution No. 2025-0066 at their regularly scheduled meeting of 
January 2, 2025, accepting the Personnel Policies and Procedures that outline guidelines for pay-outs when 
employees leave the Township’s payroll; and 
 
WHEREAS, John Mulhall’s full-time employment terminated on February 18, 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, per the requirements of the Township’s Personnel Policy, John Mulahll is entitled to a Vacation Time 
Accrual payment for vacation time as calculated below based on an hourly rate of $55.05.   
 

 Total Hours Available Amount Due 
Vacation Accrual 145.5 $8,009.78 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that the 
unused accrued vacation payment be approved and distributed in the next available pay cycle. 
 

Agenda and Date Voted:  03/11/2025 
 

CFO CERTIFICATION 
I, Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer of the Township of Bernards, do hereby certify that there are adequate funds for this 
expenditure.  Funds are available in the Police Department S&W Line, Account #5-01-25-240-101 for an amount not to exceed 
$8,009.78 

 

 
 
Date:  February 19, 2025 

Sean McCarthy, CFO 

  

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025. 
 
 
 
                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 

http://www.bernards.org/


 

 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

Resolution #2025-0162 

Honoring James Mahoney  

On The Occasion Of His 100th Birthday 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of Bernards Township is proud to recognize and honor James 

Mahoney on the momentous occasion of his 100th birthday; and 

 

WHEREAS, James Mahoney was born on March 1, 1925, and over the past century has lived a life marked 

by dedication, service, and the values that strengthen our community; and 

 

WHEREAS, throughout his lifetime, James Mahoney has witnessed and contributed to a century of progress, 

embodying resilience, wisdom, and the enduring spirit of the American people; and 

 

WHEREAS, his experiences, achievements, and commitment to family, friends, and community serve as an 

inspiration to all who have had the privilege of knowing him; and 

 

WHEREAS, James Mahoney currently resides at Sunrise of Basking Ridge, where he is cherished by his 

loved ones, friends, and caregivers, who join in celebrating this incredible milestone; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Bernards is honored to recognize and celebrate this extraordinary occasion, 

extending its best wishes for continued health, happiness, and joy. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Township Committee of Bernards 

Township do hereby honor James Mahoney on his 100th birthday, commend his remarkable life, and extend 

heartfelt congratulations on reaching this historic milestone; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be presented to James Mahoney in 

recognition of this special occasion. 

 

Agenda and Date Voted:  03/11/2025 

 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025. 

 

                             Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 

http://www.bernards.org/


 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-204-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0163 

Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding Between  
the Deputy Chief of Police Michael Sweeney and the Township of Bernards 

 
WHEREAS, the full time position of Deputy Chief of Police is a key component of succession 
planning to effectively assist in leading the Township’s law enforcement staff for the Police 
Department; and  
 
WHEREAS, Deputy Chief Michael Sweeney has demonstrated highly effective performance in 
his role as Deputy Chief of Police for the Township of Bernards; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Township wants to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with Deputy 
Chief Michael Sweeney to memorialize his Sick Leave Upon Retirement benefit, ensuring 
clarification of his eligibility and the terms of this benefit; and to codify his other benefits and 
programs applicable as defined in the Township of Bernards Employee Handbook; and 
 
WHEREAS, based on the formula established in the Memorandum of Understanding, the 
maximum Sick Leave Pay Upon Retirement for Deputy Chief Michael Sweeney is $15,000.00.  
This amount may be reduced or eliminated by the use of sick leave as specified in the 
Memorandum of Understanding; and 
 
WHEREAS, said Memorandum of Understanding will remain on file with the Municipal Clerk. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards, that the Township Committee approves the Memorandum of Understanding and 
authorizes the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to execute the Memorandum of Understanding with 
Michael Sweeney, Deputy Chief of Police. 

 
Agenda and Dated Voted: 03/11/2025 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025. 
 
 
                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 
Explanatory Statement: 
Michael Sweeney has performed the role of Deputy Chief of Police is a very effective manner and appropriately represents 
leadership and accomplishment in support of the residents of the Township of Bernards.  Mr. Sweeney’s recent promotion 
to Deputy Chief of Police transfers his governance from the PBA Contract to a non-union position covered by the Employee 
Handbook.  This Memorandum commemorates the Deputy Chief of Police’s rights and the Sick Leave Upon Retirement 
benefit ensuring he has full entitlement to the benefit of eligible unused sick and personal pay at retirement, as do all non-
union Township employees. 
Emily Pfeiffenberger, Human Resources Officer   



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-204-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0164 

Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding Between  
the Chief of Police Timothy King and the Township of Bernards 

 
WHEREAS, the position of Chief of Police is a key position to ensure the safety and protection 
of the residents of Bernards Township and to effectively lead the Township’s law enforcement 
staff; and 
 
WHEREAS, Chief Timothy King has demonstrated highly effective performance in his role as 
Chief of Police for the Township of Bernards; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Township wants to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with Chief 
Timothy King to memorialize his Sick Leave Upon Retirement benefit, ensuring clarification of 
Chief Timothy King’s eligibility and the terms of this benefit; and to codify his other benefits and 
programs applicable as defined in the Township of Bernards Employee Handbook; and 
 
WHEREAS, based on the formula established in the Memorandum of Understanding, the 
maximum Sick Leave Pay Upon Retirement for Chief Timothy King is $15,000.00.  This amount 
may be reduced or eliminated by the use of sick leave as specified in the Memorandum of 
Understanding; and 
 
WHEREAS, said Memorandum of Understanding will remain on file with the Municipal Clerk. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards, that the Township Committee approves the Memorandum of Understanding and 
authorizes the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to execute the Memorandum of Understanding with 
Timothy King, Chief of Police. 
 
 
Agenda and Dated Voted: 03/11/2025 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 3/11/2025. 
 
 
                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 
Explanatory Statement: 
Timothy King has performed the role of Chief of Police is a very effective manner and appropriately represents 
leadership and accomplishment in support of the residents of the Township of Bernards.  Mr. King’s recent promotion 
to Chief of Police transfers his governance from the PBA Contract to a non-union position covered by the Employee 
Handbook.  This Memorandum commemorates the Chief of Police’s rights and the Sick Leave Upon Retirement 
benefit ensuring he has full entitlement to the benefit of eligible unused sick and personal pay at retirement, as do all 
non-union Township employees. 
 
Emily Pfeiffenberger, Human Resources Officer 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0165 

Awarding Professional Services Contract for 2025 Geographic Information System (GIS) Services 
to Michael K. McAloon, PE, NJ Lic. #24GE05346500 of the firm 

Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc., 
96 U.S. Highway 206, Suite 101, Flanders, NJ 07836 

In the Not to Exceed Amount of $7,500.00 
  

WHEREAS, the Township of Bernards requires Professional Geographic Information System 
(GIS) Services; and 
 
WHEREAS, Michael K. McAloon, PE, NJ Lic. #24GE05346500 of the firm Suburban Consulting 
Engineers, Inc., 96 U.S. Highway 206, Suite 101, Flanders, NJ 07836, has submitted a proposal 
dated February 25, 2025, outlining Professional GIS Services to the Township; and 
 
WHEREAS, section N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 of the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et 
seq.) exempts such professional services from competitive bidding; and 
 
WHEREAS, this contract is awarded without public advertisement as defined in N.J.S.A. 19:44A-
20-7 and pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20-4; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified funds are available in the Bernards Township 
Fees and Compensation, accounts #5-01-20-165-204 line item appropriations or ordinances. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards that a professional service contract be awarded to Michael K. McAloon, PE, NJ Lic. 
#24GE05346500  of the firm Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc., 96 U.S. Highway 206, Suite 
101, Flanders, NJ 07836, as follows: 
 
1. The contract will encompass services as outlined in the submitted proposal dated February 25, 

2025. 
2. The contract term is from March 11, 2025, through December 31, 2025, for Professional GIS 

Services not to exceed an amount of $7,500.00. 
3. Billings must be rendered by the contractor within 30 days of service delivery. 
4. Any modification to this contract shall be in writing and signed by both parties and upon 

obtaining said signatures shall immediately become part of the contract. 
5. No payments in excess of the “not to exceed” contract amounts will be approved, unless 

such services/expenditures are negotiated and agreed upon in advance of service delivery. 
6. As required by law, the parties to this contract agree to incorporate into this contract the mandatory 

affirmative action language promulgated by the Treasurer pursuant to P.L. 1975, c.127, which is 
attached to this resolution as Exhibit A. 

7. This contract shall, for all purposes, be deemed a NJ Contract and any provisions of this contract 
shall be governed and interpreted with the Laws of the State of New Jersey. 

8. The contractor shall report directly to Thomas Timko, P.E., C.M.E., Township Engineer, who 
will be the chief contact for the Township of Bernards on this project.  

 

http://www.bernards.org/


NOW THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Bernards that a copy of this resolution be placed on file and available for public 
inspection in the office of the Bernards Township Purchasing Agent. 

 
I agree to the terms as stated in the Resolution and by signing this document I am committed to 

follow all terms of this award. 
 

                                                                 _________________________                                   
Michael K. McAloon, PE, NJ Lic. #24GE05346500  

of the firm Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. 
 
Agenda and Date Voted: 03/11/2025 
 

Explanatory Statement 
Award of contract to Michael K. McAloon, PE of Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. is recommended for, on an as needed consulting basis, 
GIS services. This contract is necessary due to the retirement of the Township’s GIS Specialist.  
 
     Thomas Timko, P.E., C.M.E., Township Engineer 
 

 
CFO CERTIFICATION 

I, Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer of the Township of Bernards, hereby certify that adequate funds are available for the above referenced 
purchase in the amount not to exceed $7,500.00, in line account: Engineering Fees/Compensation #5-01-20-165-204. 
 

Date:  March 3, 2025 

 
Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer 

 
 

PURCHASING CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify that I have prepared this resolution and reviewed it for accuracy.  
 
 
 
 
Date: March 3, 2025 

 

 
 
Francis J. Decibus, QPA, Purchasing Agent 

 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025.   
 
 
 
                              Christine Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

 

Resolution #2025-0166 

Resolution Authorizing the Donation of Gasoline and/or Diesel Fuel to the Basking Ridge Fire 

Company No. 1 and First Aid Squad, and Liberty Corner Fire Company  

  

WHEREAS, on 2/12/13 a Commodity Resale System resolution was passed which included the 

resale of Gasoline and Diesel Fuel to the Basking Ridge Fire Company No. 1 and First Aid Squad, 

and Liberty Corner Fire Company; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards greatly appreciates the service 

provided by the all volunteer fire and first aid squads; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards desires to further aid the fiscal 

operation of volunteer emergency services by donating gasoline and/or diesel fuel from the municipal 

pumps to be used in emergency service vehicles through December 31, 2025. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bernards that the 2025 annual maximum value of donated gasoline and/or diesel fuel will be as 

follows: 

 

1. Basking Ridge Fire Company No. 1 and First Aid Squad -   $8,500 

2. Liberty Corner Fire Company -     $7,500 

 

 

Agenda and Date Voted: 03/11/2025 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025. 

 

 

 

                                         Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

   
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT: 

The donation of gasoline and/or diesel fuel to the Basking Ridge Fire Company No. 1 and First Aid Squad, and Liberty Corner Fire Company by the 

Township further aids the fiscal operations of the all volunteer fire and first aid squads. 

 
Pat Monaco, Township Administrator/COO     March 3, 2025 
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Resolution #2025-0167 

Renewal of Agreement and Permit for Recycling Clothing Bins with  
ART (American Recycling Technologies Inc.)  

For a Three-Year Period October 1, 2023, through September 30, 2026 
 

WHEREAS, ART (American Recycling Technologies Inc.), is a New York corporation in the 
business of trucking and dealing in recycled goods; and 
 
WHEREAS, ART (American Recycling Technologies Inc.) desires to enter into an arrangement 
with Bernards Township in the County of Somerset, whereby ART shall sell used clothing collected 
from the public by ART using Bernards Township name and/or logo in return for ART (American 
Recycling Technologies Inc.) making a royalty contribution to Bernards Township. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards that we do hereby authorize renewal of the Agreement and Permit with ART (American 
Recycling Technologies Inc.) upon the terms and conditions set forth in the contract on file with the 
municipal clerk, for a three-year term commencing October 1, 2023, through September 30, 2026. 

 
Agenda and Date Voted: 03/11/2025 

 
PURCHASING CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that I have reviewed this resolution for accuracy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: March 4, 2025 

 

 
 
Francis J. Decibus, QPA, RPPO 
Purchasing Agent 

 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

This renewal agreement allows ART (American Recycling Technologies, Inc.) to place clothing bins on township property.  A royalty of $1850.00 
per bin, per year, will be paid to Bernards Township which will be used to offset Green Initiatives and Recycling Efforts of the township. In 
additional to the loyalty paid, ART will also obtain a permit for the bins pursuant to the ordinance. 
 
Date: 03/04/2025 

Christine V. Kieffer 
 Municipal Clerk 

 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025. 
 
 
                             Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
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Resolution #2025-0168 

Award of Change Order #1 Professional Services Contract for Bernards Township Housing 

Element and Fair Share Plan to Kendra Lelie P.P., A.I.C.P., LLA NJ LIC # 33L100553700 of the 

firm Kyle + McManus Associates, 2 East Broad Street, 2nd Floor, Hopewell, NJ 08525 

In an additional amount of $25,000.00. 

For a New Not to Exceed Amount of $ 42,000.00 

  

WHEREAS, the Bernards Township Committee on January 2, 2025, passed resolution #2025-

0108 to hire Kendra Lelie P.P., A.I.C.P., LLA NJ LIC # 33L100553700 of the firm Kyle + McManus 

Associates, to provide professional planning services in the amount of $ 17,000.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, this contract is awarded without public advertisement as defined in N.J.S.A. 19:44A-

20-7 and pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20-4; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified funds are available in the 2025 line 

appropriation account # 5-01-20-155-204. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and 

the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Bernards, Somerset County, New Jersey that the Purchasing Agent is hereby 

authorized to issue change order to; Kyle + McManus Associates, 2 East Broad Street, 2nd Floor, 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 in an additional amount of $25,000.00 for a new not to exceed amount of 

$ 42,000.00; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Bernards that a copy of the resolution be placed on file and available for public 

inspection in the office of the Bernards Township Purchasing Agent.  

 

I agree to the terms as stated in the Resolution and by signing this document I, am committed to 

follow all terms of this award. 

 

________________________________________ 

Elizabeth K. McManus, P.P., A.I.C.P, LEED AP, NJ Lic#33LI00591500 

 

Agenda and Date Voted: 03/11/2025 

 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

 
Additional Professional Services required for Bernards Township Housing Element and Fair Share Plan to facilitate closure of our affordable 

housing obligations.  

 
Date: 03/4/2025                      Pat Monaco 
                          Township Administrator 
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CFO CERTIFICATION 

I, Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer of the Township of Bernards, hereby certify that adequate funds are available in the 2025 operating 
budget for the above referenced purchase in the additional amount for $25,000.00.  For anew not to exceed amount of $ 42,000.00.  Monies are 

available in the line account # 5-01-20-110-204.                                                                                                      

 

Date:  March 4, 2025 

 
Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer 

 

 

PURCHASING CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that I have prepared this resolution and reviewed it for accuracy.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

Date: March 4, 2025 

 

 

 
 

Francis J. Decibus, QPA, Purchasing Agent 
 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025. 

 

 

 

                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk  
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Resolution #2025-0169 

Recognizing March as Women’s History Month 

 

WHEREAS, American women of every race, class, and ethnic background have made historic 

contributions to the growth and strength of our Nation in countless recorded and unrecorded ways; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, American women have played and continue to play a critical economic, cultural, and 

social role in every sphere of the life of the Nation by constituting a significant portion of the labor 

force working inside and outside of the home; and 

 

WHEREAS, American women were particularly important in the establishment of early 

charitable, philanthropic, and cultural institutions in our Nation; and 

 

WHEREAS, American women of every race, class, and ethnic background served as early leaders 

in the forefront of every major progressive social change movement; and  

 

WHEREAS, American women have served our country courageously in the military; and  

 

WHEREAS, American women have been leaders, not only in securing their own rights of suffrage 

and equal opportunity, but also in the abolitionist movement, the emancipation movement, the 

industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement, and other movements especially the peace 

movement, which create a more fair and just society for all; and  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bernards that we do hereby designate the month of March as Women’s History Month in Bernards 

Township. 

 

Agenda Date and Vote: 03/11/2025 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025. 

 

 

                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
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Resolution #2025-0171 

Personnel Appointment 

Megan Stolarski – Library Assistant-Children’s Services 

Bernards Township Library 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Library Assistant-Children’s Services position became available due to a vacancy; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Library Board and Human Resources Officer have deemed it necessary to fill this 

position; and 

 

WHEREAS, Megan Stolarski has applied for and is qualified to fill said position; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Library Board and Human Resources Officer recommend the appointment of 

Megan Stolarski to the position of Library Assistant-Children’s Services. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bernards, that Megan Stolarski be appointed Library Assistant-Children’s Services with a start date 

of March 27, 2025 at an hourly rate of $15.66 for a 8-hour work week. 

 

Agenda and Date Voted: 03/11/2025 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 

by the Bernards Township Committee on 03/11/2025. 

 

 

 

                                        Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 

 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

An opening occurred for the Library Assistant-Children’s Services position due to a vacancy.  The position was approved and advertised per 

Township policy.  Megan Stolarski applied for the position and is qualified to fill said position.  Ms. Stolarski comes to Bernards Township with a 

bachelor’s degree in art history and has years of volunteer experience in school and township libraries.   
Jacqueline Barber, HR Generalist 

03/11/2025 
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ORDINANCE # 2570 

An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of Bernards, Chapter 7 

“Traffic,” Schedule XX “Handicapped Parking Areas on Public and Private Properties”  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards 

that Chapter 7 “Traffic,” is amended to replace in its entirety Schedule XX “Handicapped Parking Areas 

on Public and Private Properties” 

SCHEDULE XX 

HANDICAPPED PARKING AREAS ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 

PROPERTIES 

 

Block Lot Address Description 

501 10 24 Morristown Rd Mendham Country Day School 

703 5 19 Morristown Rd Heartworks Office Building 

704 1.01 95 Morristown Rd Restaurant 

801 2 131 Morristown Rd Office Building 

801 3 175 Morristown Rd Office Building 

801 4.01 195 Morristown Rd Office Building 

801 4.01 199 Morristown Rd Restaurant 

802 1 225 Morristown Rd Grain House Restaurant 

802 1 225 Morristown Rd Old Mill Inn 

803 2.01 300 North Maple Ave Verizon Hotel 

804 2.01 295 North Maple Ave Verizon Office Building 

1201 3 150 North Finley Ave Office Building 

1602 1 184 South Finley Ave St. James Church 

1602 6 140 South Finley Ave St. Mark's Church 

1603 15 107 South Maple Ave Commercial Building 

1604 1 134 South Finley Ave Commercial Building 

1604 5 1 East Oak St Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church 

1607 1 2 East Oak St Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church 

1608 1 12 East Allen St Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church 

1609 22.01 150 Manchester Dr Ridge Oak 

1611 32 35 Lindbergh Ln Ridge Oak 2 

1701 8 173 Madisonville Rd Somerset Hills Montessori School 

1701 12 185 Madisonville Rd Basking Ridge Country Club 

1701 14 190 Lord Stirling Rd Somerset County Environmental Education Center 

1701 24 256 South Maple Ave Somerset County Lord Stirling Stables 

1801 1 55 South Finley Ave Washington House Restaurant 

1801 2 47 South Finley Ave Commercial Building 

1801 9 24 West Oak St Commercial Building 

http://www.bernards.org/
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1802 1 59 South Finley Ave Bank 

1802 25 125 South Finley Ave Bank  

1802 26 101 South Finley Ave Funeral Home 

1805 43 25 Brownlee Pl U.S. Post Office 

2101 56 130 Mount Airy Rd Somerset Hills YMCA  

2202 1 Countryside Dr Countryside Manor Development 

2301 12.01 95 Mount Airy Rd Somerset Hills Memorial Park 

2301 29 211 Mount Airy Rd Office Building 

2301 31 219 Mount Airy Rd Assisted Living Facility 

2301 32 40 Whitenack Rd Somerset Hills Jewish Center 

2401 1 222 Mount Airy Rd Office Building 

2401 2 200 Mount Airy Rd Office Building 

2401 3 180 Mount Airy Rd Office Building 

2401 3 188 Mount Airy Rd Office Building 

2401 4 170 Mount Airy Rd Commercial Building 

2401 5 150 Mount Airy Rd Commercial Building 

2401 6 142 Mount Airy Rd Somerset Hills YMCA 

2401 7.01 140 Mount Airy Rd Somerset Hills YMCA 

2801 23 340 South Finley Ave Basking Ridge Animal Hospital 

3604 6 37 Stonehouse Rd Office Building 

3604 7.02 41 Stonehouse Rd Office Building 

3705 1 415 South Finley Ave Lyons Train Station, East lot (NJ Transit) 

3706 1 465 South Finley Ave Lyons Mall Shopping Center 

4002 2 350 Lake Rd Somerset Hills Lutheran Church 

4201 1 233 Mount Airy Rd Commercial Building 

6001 6 135 Stonehouse Rd Millington Quarry 

7002 48 510 Mount Airy Rd Somerset Hills Baptist Church 

7501 4 45 Church St Liberty Corner Presbyterian Church 

7501 15 15 Church St Commercial Building 

7501 16 21 Church St Commercial Building 

7703 24 3638 Valley Rd Commercial Building 

7703 28 534 Lyons Rd Commercial Building 

8001 3,4 Valley Rd VA Hospital 

8101 18 3188 Valley Rd Cafe Rustica Restaurant 

8201 25 3048 Valley Rd Mercedes Feldman Chabad Jewish Center 

8402 4.01 520 King George Rd Millington Baptist Church 

8501 7 Crown Court Dr Apartments 

8501 39.01 403 King George Rd Dewy Meadow Village 

8501 42 305 King George Rd Gas Station 

8501 43 409 King George Rd Crawlers 2 Scholars, Dewy Meadow Village 

8502 1 404 King George Rd Assisted Living Facility 

9001 103 3281 Valley Rd Farm Stand 

9002 1 3415 Valley Rd Bonnie Brae School 

9301 20 30 Church St Commercial Building 

9301 21 26 Church St Commercial Building 

9301 22 22 Church St Commercial Building 

9301 23 20 Church St Commercial Building 

9301 25 14 Church St Commercial Building 
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9301 26 6-12 Church St U.S. Post Office 

9301 32 3575 Valley Rd Fellowship Deaconry 

9301 33 33 Allen Rd Fellowship Village 

9401 14 361 Somerville Rd Albrook School 

9601 5.01 77 Liberty Corner Rd United States Golf Association 

10001 2 580 Allen Rd Commercial Building 

10001 4 Allen Rd Hills Highlands Village Center 

10001 5 Allen Rd U.S. Post Office, Hills 

10101 7 579 Allen Rd New Jersey National Golf 

11201 3 150 Allen Rd Commercial Building 

11201 4 140 Allen Rd Commercial Building 

11201 5 106 Allen Rd Commercial Building 

11201 7 80 Allen Rd Hotel Indigo 

11201 9 701 Martinsville Rd Commercial Building 

11201 10 665 Martinsville Rd Riverwalk Village 

11201 12 645 Martinsville Rd Commercial Building 

11201 14 611 Martinsville Rd Courtyard Marriott 

11201 15 110 Allen Rd Commercial Building 

11301 2 73 Mountainview Blvd Office Building 

11301 3 545 Martinsville Rd Gas Station 

11301 4 25 Mountainview Blvd Marketplace Shopping Center 

11301 6 505 Martinsville Rd Office Building 

11301 7 477 Martinsville Rd Commercial Building 

11301 8 136 Mountainview Blvd Memorial Sloan-Kettering 

11301 9 120 Mountainview Blvd Office Building 

11601 3.01 131 Martinsville Rd Pingry School 

 
 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

This ordinance updates the list of properties in Schedule XX. 

 Thomas Timko, P.E., Township Engineer 
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ORDINANCE #2571 

An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of Bernards, Chapter 
7 “Traffic,” Schedule XIX “Handicapped Parking Areas on Municipal and Board of Education 

Properties”  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards that Chapter 7 “Traffic,” is amended to replace in its entirety Schedule XIX 
“Handicapped Parking Areas on Municipal and Board of Education Properties”  

 
SCHEDULE XIX 

HANDICAPPED PARKING AREAS ON MUNICIPAL AND BOARD OF EDUCATION 
PROPERTIES 

 
Block Lot Address Description 

200 2 Depot Pl Basking Ridge Train Station 
200 5 415 S Finley Ave Lyons Train Station 
200 6 100 Lyons Pl Lyons Train Station 

1403 2 30 Washington Ave Basking Ridge Fire Company 
1506 10 15 W Oak St Brick Academy 
1603 13, 21.02, 22, 23 99 S Maple Ave Municipal Parking Lot 
1604 4, 6 S Maple Ave Municipal Parking Lot 
1609 21 67 N Maple Ave Southard Park 
1610 1 32 S Maple Ave Library 
1805 41 70 W Oak St Oak Street Elementary School 
2801 1 1 Collyer Ln Town Hall 
2801 1 1 Collyer Ln Police Dept. 
2801 4 277 S Maple Ave Engineering - DPW Building 
2801 5 279 S Maple Ave Community Center 
2801 6 285 S Maple Ave Varsity Field complex 
2801 10 325 S Maple Ave War Memorial Field 
2801 33 268 S Finley Ave Cedar Hill Elementary School 
2801 33 268 S Finley Ave Board of Education Offices 
2801 3, 33 268 S Finley Ave Ridge High School 
2801 35 262 S Finley Ave Health Dept. 
4902 21 90 Fairview Drive South Rebel Hill Park 
5401 1 70 Quincy Rd William Annin Middle School 
5901 1 450 S Finley Ave Stonehouse Rd Permit Parking Lot 
7302 5 95 Church St Liberty Corner Fire Company 
7501 19 61 Church St Liberty Corner School 
8001 1 3410 Valley Rd Pleasant Valley Park 

http://www.bernards.org/
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8001 2 3410 Valley Rd Pleasant Valley Park 
8401 23 450 King George Rd K-M-S Farmstead 
8502 2 440 King George Rd Farmstead Park 
9501 3 241 Liberty Corner Rd Harry Dunham Park 

10001 1 111 Hansom Rd Mount Prospect School 
11601 1 255 Martinsville Rd Mountain Park 

 

 
This ordinance updates the list of properties in Schedule XIX. 

 Thomas Timko, P.E., Township Engineer 
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ORDINANCE #2572  

An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of Bernards, Chapter 7 
“Traffic”  

 
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards that Chapter 7 “Traffic,” 
of the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of Bernards is amended as follows (new text is  
underlined; deletions are stricken): 

SECTION 7-14 
Handicapped Parking 

Areas 
§ 7-14.1. Handicapped Parking on Municipal and Board of Education Properties. 

b. Identification Cards Required. The handicapped parking spaces located on the attached site plan, 
and made a part of this subsection,1 described in Schedule XIX are hereby designated as restricted 
parking spaces for the use by persons who have been issued special vehicle identification cards 
by the Division of Motor Vehicles or the temporary cards issued by the Chief of Police. No other 
person shall be permitted to park in these spaces. 

 

§ 7-14.2. Handicapped Parking on Public and Private Properties.  

b. Identification Cards Required. The handicapped parking spaces located on the attached site plan, 
and made a part of this subsection,2 described in Schedule XX are hereby designated as restricted 
parking spaces for the use by persons who have been issued special vehicle identification cards 
by the Division of Motor Vehicles or the temporary cards issued by the Chief of Police. No 
other person shall be permitted to park in these spaces. 
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ORDINANCE #2573 

An Ordinance of the Township of Bernards, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, 

Amending, Revising and Supplementing the Code of the Township of Bernards, 

Chapter 21, “Land Development,” to Create the 

SH-4 Senior Housing Zone 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, County of 

Somerset and State of New Jersey, that Chapter 21, “Land Development,” of the Code of the 

Township of Bernards shall be amended, revised and supplemented as follows: 

 

Part I.  Existing §21-10.1, “Classes of Zones,” is amended to add the following development zone: 

 

Zone Description Permitted Forms of Development 

SH-4 Senior  Senior Housing 

 

Part II. The Zoning Map of the Township of Bernards, County of Somerset, as referenced in §21-

10.2.a.1, is revised to change the zoning designation of Lot 40 in Block 1611 from R-4 Residential 

Zone to SH-4 Senior Housing Zone. 

 

Part III. Existing §21-10.4.1, “SH-1, SH-2 and SH-3 Senior Housing Zones,” is amended as 

follows (new text is double underlined; deleted text is stricken): 

 

§21-10.4.1 SH-1, SH-2, and SH-3, and SH-4 Senior Housing Zones. 

a. Provisions applicable within the SH-1, SH-2, and SH-3, and SH-4 Senior Housing Zones. 

1. The purpose of the SH-1, SH-2, SH-3, and SH-4 Senior Housing Zones is to provide 

affordable housing opportunities to the senior residents of New Jersey. All land within 

the four Senior Housing Zones is intended to be developed with 100% affordable age-

restricted housing. It is also the intent that the development across all four zones be 

owned and managed under a common non-profit management entity in association 

with the standards and regulations of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development and/or other federal and state affordable housing funding agencies. 

1.2. All other applicable provisions of Chapter 21 of the Land Use Ordinance not in conflict 

with the provisions stated herein shall apply to any development within the SH-1, SH-

2, and SH-3, and SH-4 Zones. Where there is conflict, this subsection shall govern 

any development within the SH-1, SH-2, SH-3, and SH-4 Zones. 

2.3. At no time shall the total number of approved and existing dwelling units for all uses 

in the SH-1, SH-2, and SH-3, and SH-4 Zones exceed 308 337 dwelling units in the 

aggregate. 

3.4. At no time shall the total floor area of approved and existing buildings for all uses in 
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the SH-1, SH-2, and SH-3, and SH-4 Zones exceed 231,666259,666 square feet in the 

aggregate. 

5. Each lot in the SH-1, SH-2, or SH-3 Zone may contain more than one (1) principal 

building. Not more than one (1) principal building shall be located in the SH-4 Zone. 

4.6. No development shall be approved unless it provides for water to be supplied to the 

development by a public utility company. 

5.7. No development shall be approved unless it provides for the treatment of wastewater 

from the treatment plant of the Township of Bernards Sewerage Authority. 

6.8. No building shall exceed 35 feet in height in the SH-1, and SH-2, SH-3, and SH-4 

Zones or 38 feet in the SH-3 Zone. Mechanical equipment or other utility hardware 

placed on the roof of any building shall be screened from public view and shall not 

exceed the height limitation in the zone. 

7.9. The minimum distance between any two buildings shall be 25 feet. 

8.10. Lighting shall be provided in accordance with Chapter 21 of the Land Use 

Ordinance. 

9.11.Landscaping and buffering shall be in accordance with Chapter 21 of the Land Use 

Ordinance. A landscaped buffer not less than 25 feet in width shall be planted around 

the perimeter of the developed areas of any site in the SH-1, SH-2, or SH-3, and SH-

4 Zone where such perimeter abuts lands residentially zoned. When in the opinion of 

the Board natural vegetation on the site can reasonably form such buffer, the Board 

may designate on the site plan that such existing vegetation is to remain, and such 

existing vegetation shall be adequately protected during on-site construction. In the 

SH-4 Zone, to the extent feasible and permitted by relevant standards of the New 

Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, existing vegetation within the 

wetlands transition area along the property line abutting the R-7 Zone shall be 

supplemented with predominantly evergreen plantings. 

10.12. Sufficient off-street parking shall be provided to meet the needs of the residents, 

employees and guests of each use in accordance with the following standards: 

(a) Minimum number of parking spaces: 

(1) Assisted living facilities (ALF): 0.5 space per assisted living unit. 

(2) Independent living units: 1.0 space per dwelling unit (applicable to new 

construction only). 

(3) Congregate residences: 0.75 space per dwelling unit. 

(4) Adult day-care center: the applicant shall present documentation and 

testimony as to the anticipated parking demand in order for the Board to 

determine an appropriate parking requirement. 

(b) Minimum parking setback from any building wall: 10 feet in the SH-1, SH-2, and 
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SH-3 Zones, and 8 feet in the SH-4 Zone. 

(c) Minimum parking setback from any building canopy, awning, or unenclosed 

porch: 5 feet. 

(d) Minimum parking setback from any lot in the R-4 or R-7 Zone: 25 feet. 

(b)(e) Minimum parking setback from any public street right-of-way: 20 feet. 

(f) Minimum parking setback from any property line except as identified in 

subparagraphs (d) and (e) above: 25 5 feet. 

(g) While parking should be situated within close proximity to the residents, 

employees, and guests it is serving, parking areas may serve buildings in an 

adjacent Senior Housing Zone. 

(c)(h) Pervious pavement is encouraged where feasible and deemed appropriate 

by the Board. 

11.13. Signage shall be in accordance with the following: 

(a) Each senior zone shall be permitted one freestanding sign no larger than 24 square 

feet in area identifying the name of the development. 

(b) The permitted freestanding sign shall not exceed six feet in height and shall be 

set back at least 25 feet from all property and right-of-way lines. 

(c) The freestanding sign shall be skirted with brick or similar material to enclose 

the supporting poles(s) of the sign. The skirting shall extend the full dimensions 

of the sign at its lower edge from ground level to the base of the sign. The area 

of the skirting shall not be included in the calculation of the sign area. 

(d) The skirting and the freestanding sign shall be liberally landscaped with a 

combination of shrubs and ground cover, augmented with flowers and other plant 

material. 

(e) The freestanding sign may be lighted, provided the lighting is exterior to the sign 

and is located at the bottom of the sign focused upward onto the sign. 

(e)(f) Nonilluminated directional, wayfinding, and building identification signs 

are permitted in the Senior Housing Zones provided that each such sign shall not 

exceed 4 square feet in area. 

12.14. In addition to all other applicable provisions of Chapter 21 of the Land Use 

Ordinance not in conflict with the provisions stated herein, the following provisions 

shall apply to an assisted living facility (ALF): 

(a) Only one ALF shall be permitted within the aggregate SH-2 and SH-3 Zones. 

(b) ALF's are intended to promote aging in place in a homelike setting for frail elderly 

and disabled persons, including persons who require formal long-term care. 

ALF's assure that residents receive supportive health and social services as they 
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are needed to enable them to maintain their independence, individuality, privacy 

and dignity in an apartment-style living unit. The assisted living environment 

promotes resident self direction and personal decision-making while protecting 

residents' health and safety. ALF's are for senior citizens who are able to live 

independently in apartment-style units but require some assistance with the 

activities of daily living. An ALF offers a suitable living arrangement for persons 

with a range of capabilities, disabilities, frailties and strengths, and also provides 

in certain instances licensed assisted living program services. 

(c) Except where higher standards are set forth herein, the developer of an ALF shall 

comply with N.J.A.C. 8:36-1 to 8:36-16 and N.J.A.C. 8:36-18 as amended from 

time to time. An application for development shall include a certificate of need 

in accordance with N.J.A.C. 8:36-2.1 and a copy of the certificate of need 

approval letter. 

(d) At a minimum, an ALF must provide the following basic services: 

(1) Assistance with eating, bathing and dressing. 

(2) Assistance with arranging transportation. 

(3) Assistance with personal and household chores. 

(4) Housekeeping and linen service. 

(5) Dining facilities, food preparation and availability of three meals a day in a 

congregate setting. 

(6) Organized social and indoor and outdoor recreational activities. 

(7) Medication reminders and supervision. 

(8) Monitoring of nutrition and health. 

(9) Protective supervision. 

(10) Twenty-four-hour response to emergency medical service needs of the 

residents. 

(11) Service coordination and management. 

(12) Entertainment. 

(13) Physical therapy. 

(e) The application for development shall include a statement setting forth in full 

detail all particulars of the building use. 

(f) A comprehensive traffic study shall be submitted with the application for 

development. This study will include a matrix with estimated projections for 

vehicle movements in and out of the facility in each hour of each day in a typical 

seven-day week. The projections for each hour will be built up from separate 



 

Page 5 of 12 

 2573 

estimates for ingress and egress, and for different categories of use. The latter 

will include, but not be limited to, employees, residents, deliveries and service 

providers, and visitors. Added together the separate categories will equal all 

traffic in and out. The study will also include background traffic in each direction 

on the public road servicing the facility in the same twenty-four-hour, seven-day 

format. The factual and analytical basis for all estimates will be explained. 

(g) No ALF shall be operated in the Township unless duly licensed and approved by 

the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Human Services. 

(h) There must be an adequate driveway for unobstructed ambulance access to an 

exit in the building. The driveway shall permit ambulances to enter and leave the 

premises without danger of being blocked by other traffic or parked vehicles and 

with sufficient room for turning, loading and unloading ambulances. 

(i) A safe and convenient system of driveways, walkways, access areas and parking 

facilities must be provided for the employees, doctors, management, visitors, 

ambulances, delivery vehicles and fire, police and other emergency vehicles. 

(j) The design of an ALF shall be functional and shall adequately provide for the 

health, welfare and safety of the residents, employees, visitors and general public. 

(k) Residents in the ALF shall be restricted to persons 62 years of age or older, except 

for the following persons: 

(1) A spouse under 62 years of age married to and living with an occupant who 

is over that age; 

(2) Persons over 21 years of age who are related to, privately employed as live-

in private aides, or on the basis of friendship desire to live with an occupant 

who is 62 years of age or older; or 

(3) A person under 62 years of age who is admitted to the special needs unit of 

the ALF with Alzheimer's disease or a similar affliction or handicap. 

(l) An ALF shall be limited to a maximum of 52 assisted living units. 

(m) An ALF shall be required to provide units affordable to low- and moderate-

income persons as defined by the State of New Jersey Council on Affordable 

Housing (COAH) guidelines or regulations at a rate of at least 20% of the number 

of units to be developed at the site. The low- and moderate-income units shall 

consist of private pay residents or Medicaid waiver residents or both. A private 

pay resident must comply with the following criteria as established by COAH: 

(1) A resident must qualify as moderate income (between 50% and 80% of 

median income) or low income (below 50% of median income). 

(2) At least half of the affordable units must be affordable to a low-income 

household or all of the affordable units may be affordable to a household at 

60% of median income. 
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(3) Rents must be affordable so as not to exceed 30% of gross monthly income 

and an allowance for utilities. 

(4) A deed restriction must be placed on the unit assuring that the unit will remain 

affordable to low- and moderate-income persons for a period of not less than 

30 years. 

(5) The apartments must be affirmatively marketed to the COAH housing region. 

(6) Up to 80% of gross household income may be used for rent, food and services 

based on bedroom type. No more than 30% of the area median income may 

be charged for rent. 

(7) The combination of payments for rent and services may not exceed 80% of 

the household income by bedroom number. 

(8) Credit for affordable units will be based upon units, not bedrooms. 

(9) A resident in an affordable unit will be provided a separate entrance to the 

bathroom that does not involve ingress and egress through another resident’s 

living area. 

(10) If required by COAH, units reserved for Medicaid waiver residents must 

have a thirty-year deed restriction placed on the unit. 

(11) Any low- and moderate-affordable income rental housing units provided by 

an ALF shall be in accordance with Township requirements and COAH 

guidelines and regulations as may be amended from time to time, including 

N.J.A.C. 5:93-5.14 and 5:93-5.15. 

13.15. Congregate residences and independent living units, singularly or in combination, 

are permitted in the SH-1, SH-2 and SH-3 Zones. Independent living units are 

permitted in the SH-4 Zone. In addition to all other applicable provisions of Chapter 

21 of the Land Use Ordinance not in conflict with the provisions stated herein, the 

following provisions shall apply: 

(a) The application for development shall include a statement generally describing 

the health care and meal services for residents who will require congregate care. 

(b) Residents in the congregate residences and independent living units shall be 

restricted to persons 62 years of age or older, except for the following persons: 

(1) A spouse under 62 years of age married to and living with an occupant who 

is over that age; or 

(2) Persons over 21 years of age who are related to, privately employed as live-

in aides, or on the basis of friendship desire to live with an occupant who is 

62 years of age or older. 

(3) A maximum of two congregate or independent living units may be utilized 

for staff persons that live at the site. 
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(c) At least 20% of all independent living and congregate dwelling units on any lot 

within the SH-1, SH-2, or SH-3, or SH-4 Zone shall be affordable to low- and 

moderate- income persons as (1) defined by COAH relevant State guidelines and 

regulations, N.J.A.C. 5:93-5.14 or 5:93-5.15 or as amended or (2) defined by 

Section 202 of the Federal Housing Act of 1959, as amended or the regulations 

thereunder. No market rate independent or congregate units shall be permitted 

unless the applicant demonstrates to the Bernards Township Committee the lack 

of feasibility of (1) and (2) above which cannot be obtained after an exhaustive, 

diligent pursuit of all funding and grant sources available. 

16. Lot area and floor area ratio requirements shall be calculated after deduction of any 

lot areas required for dedication of any street right-of-way. 

14.17. Notwithstanding §21-9.3 of this chapter, when two or more lots within the SH-1, 

SH-2, SH-3, or SH-4 Zone(s) are combined into a single parcel of land for the purpose 

of a site plan submission which is approved by the Board, it is not required that the 

lots be combined as one lot. 

b. Provisions applicable within the SH-1 Senior Housing Zone. 

1. Permitted Principal Uses. The following uses are permitted only if provided by a 

nonprofit organization: 

(a) Independent living units. 

(b) Congregate residences. 

2. Prohibited Uses. Any use that is not permitted as a principal or accessory use is 

prohibited. Uses expressly prohibited include adult day-care centers, Alzheimer's 

clinic, outpatient geriatric assessment services, continuing care retirement 

communities and long-term care facilities. 

3. Permitted Accessory Uses. Accessory uses may include customarily incidental to the 

above permitted principal uses, including but not limited to indoor and outdoor amenity 

space and the provision of supportive services for persons residing in the SH-1, SH-2, 

or SH-3, or SH-4 Zone, including visiting nurses, dining services, home delivered 

meals, personal care, housekeeping, medication monitoring and health-related 

services. 

4. Area and setback requirements shall be as follows: 

(a) Minimum lot area: 6.28 acres. 

(b) Minimum lot frontage: 100 feet. 

(c) Minimum lot width: 200 feet. 

(d) Maximum floor area ratio of all uses: 12.6%. 

(e) Maximum floor area of all uses: 34,500 square feet. 

(f) Maximum lot coverage of all uses: 30%. 
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(g) Minimum building setback from all property lines: 40 feet. 

5. The total density of independent living units and congregate residences shall not 

exceed eight dwelling units per acre. 

6. Architectural design of buildings in the SH-1 Senior Housing Zone shall be traditional 

in nature in context with surrounding neighborhoods. 

c. Provisions applicable within the SH-2 Senior Housing Zone. 

1. Permitted Principal Uses. The following uses are permitted only if provided by a 

nonprofit organization: 

(a) One ALF with assisted living units. 

(b) Independent living units. 

(c) Congregate residences. 

(d) One adult day-care center whose normal hours of operation are between 7:00 

a.m. and 7:00 p.m. if not provided for in the SH-3 Zone. 

2. Prohibited Uses. Any use that is not permitted as a principal or accessory use is prohibited. 

Uses expressly prohibited include continuing care retirement communities, long-term 

care facilities and outpatient geriatric assessment services. 

3. Permitted Accessory Uses. Accessory uses may include customarily incidental to the 

above permitted principal uses, including but not limited to indoor and outdoor amenity 

space and the provision of supportive services for persons residing in the SH-1, SH-2, 

or SH-3, or SH-4 Zone, including visiting nurses, dining services, home delivered 

meals, personal care, housekeeping, medication monitoring and health-related 

services. 

4. The following aggregate standards apply to the construction of an ALF, congregate 

residences, independent living units and an adult day care center, singularly or in 

combination on a lot: 

(a) Minimum lot area: 8.7 acres. 

(b) Maximum total density: 15 dwelling units per acre. 

(c) Maximum floor area ratio limit in the zone: 25%, not calculated by the lot. 

(d) Maximum total floor area of all buildings: 95,72397,771 square feet. 

(e) Maximum floor area of any one building: one building exceeding 20,000 square 

feet but less than 45,000 square feet is permitted, provided that no other building 

within the SH-2 or SH-3 Zone exceeds 20,000 square feet. 

(f) Maximum lot coverage: 50%. 

(g) Minimum building setback from any contiguous lot not located in the SH-3 Zone: 

40 feet. 
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(h) Minimum building setback from the curbline of any public or private street: 25 

feet. 

d. Provisions applicable within the SH-3 Senior Housing Zone. 

1. Permitted Principal Uses. The following uses are permitted only if provided by a 

nonprofit organization: 

(a) One ALF with assisted living units. 

(b) Independent living units. 

(c) Congregate residences. 

(d) One adult day-care center whose normal hours of operation are between 7:00 

a.m. and 7:00 p.m. if not provided for in the SH-2 Zone. 

2. Prohibited Uses. Any use that is not permitted as a principal or accessory use is prohibited. 

Uses expressly prohibited include continuing care retirement communities, long-term 

care facilities and outpatient geriatric assessment services. 

3. Permitted Accessory Uses. Accessory uses may include customarily incidental to the 

above permitted principal uses, including but not limited to indoor and outdoor amenity 

space, a clubhouse/community center, and the provision of supportive services for 

persons residing in the SH-1, SH-2, or SH-3, or SH-4 Zone, including visiting nurses, 

dining services, home delivered meals, personal care, housekeeping, medication 

monitoring and health-related services. 

4. The following aggregate standards apply to the construction of an ALF, congregate 

residences, independent living units and an adult day care center, singularly or in 

combination on a lot: 

(a) Minimum lot area: 10.9 acres. 

(b) Maximum total density: 20 dwelling units per acre. 

(c) Maximum floor area ratio limit in the zone: 30%, not calculated by the lot. 

(d) Maximum total floor area of all buildings: 143,617 square feet. 

(e) Maximum floor area of any one building: one building exceeding 20,000 square 

feet but less than 45,000 square feet, provided that no other building within the 

SH-2 Zone and SH-3 Zone exceeds 20,000 square feet. 

(f) Maximum lot coverage: 50%. 

(g) Minimum building setback from any contiguous lot not located in the SH-2 Zone: 

40 feet. 

(h) Minimum building setback from the curbline of any public or private street: 25 

feet. 

e. Provisions applicable within the SH-4 Senior Housing Zone. The following provisions shall 
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apply within the SH-4 Senior Housing Zone, which encompasses approximately two acres of 

land designated as lot 40 in block 1611 on the current Bernards Township tax map, more 

commonly known as 95 Manchester Drive. 

1. Permitted Principal Uses. The following uses are permitted only if provided by a 

nonprofit organization: 

(a) Independent living units in a single multifamily building. 

2. Prohibited Uses. Any use that is not permitted as a principal or accessory use is 

prohibited. Uses expressly prohibited include adult day-care centers, Alzheimer's 

clinic, outpatient geriatric assessment services, continuing care retirement 

communities and long-term care facilities. 

3. Permitted Accessory Uses. Accessory uses customarily incidental to the above 

permitted principal uses, including but not limited to indoor and outdoor amenity space 

and the provision of supportive services for persons residing in the SH-1, SH-2, SH-3, 

or SH-4 Zone, including visiting nurses, dining services, home delivered meals, 

personal care, housekeeping, medication monitoring and health-related services. 

4. Bulk Standards. The property line facing Manchester Drive, i.e., the easterly property 

line, shall be considered the front lot line, and the property line abutting the R-7 Zone 

shall be considered the rear lot line. The remaining two property lines shall be 

considered side lot lines. 

(a) Minimum lot area: 1 acre. 

(b) Maximum lot coverage: 50%. 

(c) Maximum building height: 2½ stories and 35 feet. 

(d) Maximum number of dwelling units: 29. 

(e) Maximum total density: 15 dwelling units per acre. 

(f) Maximum floor area ratio of all uses: 32%. 

(g) Maximum floor area of all uses: 28,000 square feet. 

(h) Setback Standards for the Principal Building: 

(1) Minimum front yard: 50 feet. 

(2) Minimum rear yard: 50 feet. 

(3) Minimum side yard adjoining the R-4 Zone: 100 feet.  

(4) Minimum side yard adjoining other Senior Housing Zones: 25 feet. 

(i) Setback Standards for Accessory Structures: 

(1) Accessory structures shall not be located in the front yard, except when 

specifically approved by the Board. 
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(2) Minimum rear setback: 50 feet. 

(3) Minimum side setback from the R-4 Zone: 50 feet. 

(4) Minimum side setback from other Senior Housing Zones: 5 feet. 

5. Other Standards Applicable in the SH-4 Zone. 

(a) Primary driveway access shall be provided only through the SH-2 Zone. 

Emergency access may be provided from East Oak Street. 

(b) There shall be no setback requirement for primary access and emergency access 

driveways. 

(c) Outdoor amenity space shall be passive in nature. Outdoor pickleball courts and 

similar active recreation areas are not permitted. 

(d) A sidewalk connection shall be provided from the principal building to the SH-2 

Zone. 

(e) The site plan, including the building and parking layout, shall be organized 

substantially in accordance with Figure AA of this chapter, provided that the layout 

shown on Figure AA is meant as a guideline and may be modified by the developer 

to reflect market conditions, site constraints, applicable development regulations 

and other relevant factors.  The final layout shall be approved by the Board. 

(f) Affordability Controls. 

(1) Pursuant to approval from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development and/or other federal and state affordable housing funding 

agencies, affordability controls on units created in the SH-4 Zone shall be for 

an initial control period of not less than 40 years, in accordance with the New 

Jersey Fair Housing Act, beginning at the date of issuance of the Certificate 

of Occupancy. Extension of such controls shall be permitted at the end of the 

initial control period for a length of time established and agreed to by the 

owner/manager, the Township, and the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development and/or other federal and state affordable housing 

funding agencies, and in association with applicable regulations. 

(2) Termination of affordability controls may only be permitted pursuant to 

approval and authorization from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development and/or other federal and state affordable housing funding 

agencies, and the Township. 

(g) Prior to an applicant submitting an application for development for site plan 

review by the planning board or zoning board of adjustment, there must (1.) be a 

determination by the Township Committee that the proposed application and site 

has been included and adopted into the Township’s Housing Element and Fair 

Share Plan (“HEFSP”), that no challenges to the HEFSP have been filed by August 

31, 2025, pursuant to the Administrative Directive #14-24, and that there have 

been issued either a compliance certification under L.2024, c.2, the Fair Housing 
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Act or the entry of a final judgment of compliance and repose; (2.) that an 

agreement between the applicant and Township Committee be entered by 

resolution providing for the extension of 247 units of affordable housing for a 

minimum period of 30 years at no consideration payable by the Township in light 

of the adoption of this ordinance; and (3.) that the application for development will 

consist of 29 senior affordable housing units. 

 

 

[ Figure AA, referenced in §21-10.4.1.e.5(e) above, is attached ] 

 

The Township Clerk is directed to give notice at least ten days prior to hearing on the adoption of 

this ordinance to the Somerset County Planning Board and to all other persons entitled thereto 

pursuant to N.J.S. 40:55D-15 and N.J.S. 40:55D-63 (if required). Upon the adoption of this 

ordinance after public hearing thereon, the Township Clerk is further directed to publish notice of 

the passage thereof and to file a copy of the ordinance as finally adopted with the Somerset County 

Planning Board as required by N.J.S. 40:55D-16.  The Clerk shall also forthwith transmit a copy 

of this ordinance after final passage to the Township Tax Assessor as required by N.J.S. 40:49-

2.1. 

 

 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT: 

The purpose of this ordinance amendment is to provide for the housing needs set forth in the Township Master Plan. 

This amendment creates a new SH-4 Senior Housing Zone adjacent to the Township’s existing SH-1, SH-2, and SH-

3 Senior Housing Zones, all of which are presently occupied by the Ridge Oak senior housing community. The new 

SH-4 Zone, which encompasses two acres at 95 Manchester Drive, will permit the construction of one, two-story 

building containing up to 29 age-restricted dwelling units, all of which will be affordable to low-income seniors. 
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ORDINANCE #2574 

An Ordinance Of The Township Of Bernards, County Of Somerset,  

State Of New Jersey, Authorizing The Vacation Of Great Swamp Road 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:67-1(b) and N.J.S.A. 40:67-19 authorizes a municipality by ordinance 

to release and extinguish the public right arising from the dedication of property upon a 

determination by the governing body that the public interest will be better served by releasing the 

lands from such dedication; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has determined the unimproved paper street known as 

Great Swamp Road is not needed for the growth and development of the area and the vacation 

thereof will not make access to the lands of any property owner more difficult or inconvenient; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee find that it is in the best interest of the public to authorize 

the vacation of Great Swamp Road; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the 

Township of Bernards, in the County of Somerset and State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

1. The rights of the public and the Township of Bernards to the unimproved paper street 

known as Great Swamp Road located on portions of Lot 22.01 in Block 1609, Lots 39 

and 40 in Block 1611 and Lot 13 in Block 1701 as identified on the Township of 

Bernards Tax Map 16 is hereby extinguished and vacated as depicted and set forth in 

the “Great Swamp Road Vacation Exhibit Map” prepared by Gladstone Design, Inc., 

dated June 10, 2024and attached hereto as Exhibit A.  The vacated Great Swamp Road 

herein vacated is identified by metes and bounds description entitled “Deed Description 

of Great Swamp Road (33 Foot Right of Way – Unimproved) To Be Vacated In The 

Township of Bernards, Somerset County, New Jersey” dated June 10, 2024 and 

prepared by Kurt T. Hanie, P.L.S., which is attached hereto as Exhibit B.   

 

2. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:67-1(b), there is expressly reserved and excepted from this 

vacation all rights and privileges now possessed by public utilities, as defined in 

N.J.S.A. 48:2-13, and by any cable television company, as defined in the “Cable 

Television Act,” N.J.S.A. 48:5A-1, et seq., to maintain, repair and replace their existing 

facilities in, adjacent to, over or under that portion of the roadways being vacated. 

 

3. There is also expressly reserved and excepted from this vacation all rights and 

privileges now possessed by the Township of Bernards and the Township of Bernards 

Sewerage Authority in and to any sanitary sewer or storm drainage structures, fences, 

or easements, in, adjacent to, over or under any street or any part thereof hereby being 

vacated. 

 

Ordinance of the Township of Bernards 
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4. The Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby authorized to execute on behalf of the 

Township of Bernards all documents consistent with this Ordinance for the vacation of 

the unimproved paper street and preservation of any applicable easements in favor of 

the Township. 

 

5. The Township Clerk shall publish this Ordinance in accordance with the requirements 

set forth in N.J.S.A. 40:49-2 and N.J.S.A. 40:49-6.  The Ordinance after being 

introduced and having passed a first reading shall be published at least once not less 

than ten (10) days prior to the time fixed for further consideration and final passage.  

At least seven (7) days prior to the time fixed for further consideration and final passage 

of this Ordinance, a copy thereof, together with a notice of the introduction thereof, and 

the time and place when and where this Ordinance will be further considered for final 

passage, shall be mailed to every person whose lands may be affected by this Ordinance 

to his or her last known post office address. 

 

6. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:67-21, the Township Clerk shall within sixty (60) days after 

the effective date of this Ordinance, record a certified copy of this Ordinance, under 

the seal of the Township, together with a copy of the proof of publication thereof, in 

the office of the Somerset County Clerk. 

 

7. The appropriate Township officials are hereby authorized and directed to take all 

required actions to complete the Township’s vacation of the unimproved paper street 

along with the required recordings with the Somerset County Clerk’s Office. 

 

8. If any article, section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is, for 

any reason, held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the 

remaining portions of this Ordinance and they shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

9. In the event of any inconsistencies between the provisions of this Ordinance and any 

prior ordinance of the Township of Bernards, the provisions hereof shall be determined 

to govern, and the inconsistencies of the prior ordinance are hereby repealed.  All other 

parts, portions and provisions of the Ordinances of the Township of Bernards are 

hereby ratified and confirmed, except where inconsistent with the terms hereof. 

 

10. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon: (i) adoption; and (ii) publication in 

accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey. 
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TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE 

ATTEST:      TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS 

 

__________________________   _____________________________ 

Christine V. Kieffer,       Jancie M. Fields Mayor  

Township Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 

Great Swamp Road Vacation Exhibit Map 
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EXHIBIT B 

Deed Description of Great Swamp Road 
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TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
Ordinance #2574 was introduced and passed on first reading by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards in the County 
of Somerset on 03/11/2025 and then ordered to be published according to law.  It will be further considered for final passage and 
adoption at a public hearing held at a meeting of the Township Committee at the Municipal Building, 1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, 
NJ in said township on 03/25/2025, at 7:30 P.M., when and where, or at such time and place to which said meeting may be 
adjourned, all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance. A complete text of this 
ordinance is available in the Office of the Municipal Clerk, 1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ, from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday 
through Friday.  Copies are also available via e-mail from ckieffer@bernards.org. 

       
By Order of the Township Committee 

       Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
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ORDINANCE #2575 

An Ordinance of the Township of Bernards, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, 

Amending, Revising, and Supplementing the Code of the Township of Bernards, 

Chapter 21, “Land Development,” to Replace the 

Westgate Village Mixed Use Senior Overlay Zone within the E-3 Zone 

with the Westgate Village Mixed Use Zone 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, County of 

Somerset and State of New Jersey, that Chapter 21, “Land Development,” of the Code of the 

Township of Bernards shall be amended, revised and supplemented as follows: 

 

Part I. Existing § 21-10.1, entitled “Classes of Zones”, is amended to add the following 

development zone: 

 

Zone  Description    Permitted Forms of Development 

MX-1  Westgate Village Mixed Use  Mixed Use 

 

Part II. The Zoning Map of the Township of Bernards, County of Somerset, as referenced in 

§ 21-10.2.a.1, is amended to change the zoning designation of Block 11301, Lot 7, from E-3 

Office Zone to MX-1 Westgate Village Mixed Use Zone. 

 

Part III. Existing § 21-10.5, “E-1, E-2, E-3, E-4 and E-5 - Office Zones,” is amended by 

deleting in its entirety § 21-10.5.c, “Westgate Village Mixed Use Senior Overlay Zone within 

the E-3 Zone.” 

 

Part IV. The following new § 21-10.4.3, “MX-1 Westgate Village Mixed Use Zone,” is 

added: 

 

§ 21-10.4.3 MX-1 Westgate Village Mixed Use Zone. 

 

a. Purpose; Where Permitted. The purpose of the Westgate Village Mixed Use Zone is to 

provide for a mix of commercial uses and inclusionary family rental units through the 

redevelopment of property located at 477 Martinsville Road and presently occupied by 

Westgate Corporate Center, specifically Lot 7, Block 11301. 

b. Applicability of Other Regulations. Except as otherwise specified in this subsection (§ 

21-10.4.3), all development within the Westgate Village Mixed Use Zone shall be subject 

to all other provisions of this chapter. Where a provision set forth elsewhere in this 

chapter conflicts with a provision set forth in this subsection, this subsection shall 

supersede. 

c. Mixed Use Development. Multiple principal buildings, principal uses, accessory 

structures and accessory uses shall be permitted. Single buildings may contain multiple 

uses. 

d. Permitted Principal Uses. 
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1. Multifamily family rental dwelling units. 

2. A hotel or extended stay hotel, which may include conference facilities, event space 

and corporate suites with full kitchens and living accommodations. 

3. Retail Sales and Services. 

4. Restaurants. 

5. Administrative, business, executive and professional offices. 

6. Banks and other financial institutions. 

7. Child care centers. 

e. Permitted Accessory Uses. 

1. Accessory uses customarily incidental to the above permitted principal uses. 

f. Prohibited Uses. 

1. Any use not designated as a permitted principal use or accessory use is prohibited. 

g. Maximum Number of Multifamily Family Rental Dwelling Units. A maximum of 574 

total family rental units are permitted. A minimum of 115 family rental units shall be set 

aside and affordable to low and moderate income households. 

h. Maximum Number of Hotel or Extended Stay Hotel Guest Rooms: 150. 

i. Maximum Floor Area for Nonresidential Uses (excludes multifamily dwelling units and 

related multifamily amenities and accessory uses): 216,687 square feet, which shall be 

contained in the Hotel or Extended Stay Hotel Building and may include 20,000 square 

feet of retail and other permitted non-hotel nonresidential uses on the first floor. 

j. Maximum impervious coverage: 80%. 

k. Area, Yard and Building Requirements. 

1. Minimum tract area: 30 acres. 

2. Minimum tract frontage: 700 feet. 

3. Minimum tract width: 700 feet. 

4. Principal Buildings. 

(a) Minimum building setback from the Martinsville Road right-of-way: 150 feet. 

(b) Minimum building setback from a residential zone, not including a multifamily 

housing zone: 65 feet. 

(c) Minimum building setback from any other property line: 20 feet. 
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(d) Minimum building setback from the curbline or edge of pavement of any internal 

street, parking space or other vehicular area excluding entrances to under-building 

parking: 10 feet. 

(e) Minimum distance between principal buildings: 50 feet. 

(f) Building projections such as canopies, awnings, balconies and similar unenclosed 

features and architectural elements designed to provide visual interest may extend 

into the above required setbacks/distances by not more than 10 feet. 

(g) Maximum height. 

(1) New multifamily buildings: four stories, including any parking level, and 60 

feet, as measured from finished grade based on the grading plan approved by 

the Board. If the building is located at least 175 feet from the Martinsville 

Road right-of-way, the maximum height shall be four stories, including any 

parking level, and 70 feet. 

(2) A multifamily building created by repurposing the existing office building: 

five stories, including any parking level, and 70 feet, as measured from 

finished grade based on the grading plan approved by the Board. 

(3) Hotel or extended stay hotel building: four stories, including any parking 

level, and 60 feet, as measured from finished grade based on the grading plan 

approved by the Board. If the building is located at least 160 feet from the 

Martinsville Road right-of-way and from any residential zone, the maximum 

height shall be five stories, including any parking level, and 70 feet. 

5. Accessory Structures. 

(a) Accessory structures shall not be located in a front yard. 

(b) Accessory structures shall not be located within 20 feet of any property line. 

(c) Maximum height of accessory structures: 20 feet. 

l. Parking and Loading. 

1. Parking spaces may be constructed as surface parking or within a building or 

structure, and shall be provided in accordance with the New Jersey Residential Site 

Improvement Standards (RSIS; N.J.A.C. 5:21) and this chapter. 

2. Minimum parking setback from the Martinsville Road right-of-way: 75 feet. 

3. Minimum parking setback from a residential zone, not including a multifamily 

housing zone: 65 feet. 

4. Minimum parking setback from any other property line: 20 feet. 

5. Loading spaces shall be provided in accordance with this chapter, except shared 

loading spaces shall be permitted. Where multiple uses occupy a single building, the 

minimum required number of loading spaces shall be based on the total floor area of 
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the building, regardless of the number of uses in the building. For a hotel or extended 

stay hotel building, a minimum of one shared loading space shall be provided to serve 

all hotel, retail and other uses in the building. 

m. Buffers. 

1. Buffers designed and constructed in accordance with Section 21-28 shall be required 

where the tract in the Westgate Village Mixed Use Zone abuts a residentially zoned 

lot or lots, not including a lot in a multifamily housing zone. 

2. In addition to the exceptions set forth in § 21-28.2.b, accessory uses and accessory 

structures not exceeding 500 square feet in footprint or 20 feet in height shall be 

permitted in buffers when specifically approved by the Board. 

n. Mechanical equipment and other utility hardware placed on the roof of any buildings 

shall be properly screened from public view. 

o. All uses shall be serviced by public water and public sanitary sewer systems. 

p. Signs. 

1. Multifamily Uses. For each neighborhood in the development, one main identification 

sign not exceeding 30 square feet in area and six feet in height shall be permitted. The 

sign(s) shall be located not less than 20 feet from all tract property lines. 

2. Nonresidential Uses. Freestanding and wall-mounted signs shall be permitted as set 

forth in this chapter for the E-3 Zone. 

3. In addition to the above, the Board may approve directional, wayfinding and building 

identification sign(s) which are not intended to be visible from off site, provided each 

such sign shall not exceed 24 square feet in area. 

q. Neighborhood Recreation Amenities. The site plan shall include adequate neighborhood 

recreation amenities to serve each age group residing in the multifamily dwelling units. 

On-site recreation amenities shall be subject to approval by the Board and shall provide 

formal and informal recreation activities that may include, but not be limited to, some of 

the following: outdoor swimming areas, outdoor seating areas, tot lots, playgrounds, play 

fields, and similar indoor or outdoor active or passive recreation areas. Recreation 

amenities may also include paths for bike riding, hiking or walking. 

r. Site Plan. The site plan, including the building and parking layout and the location of 

preserved wooded areas, shall be organized substantially in accordance with Figure Z of 

this chapter, provided that the building and parking layout shown on Figure Z is meant as 

a guideline and may be modified by the developer to reflect market conditions, site 

constraints, applicable development regulations and other relevant factors. The final 

layout shall be approved by the Board. 

s. An applicant may file a development application with the Planning Board or Zoning 

Board of Adjustment on or after September 1, 2025, provided there are no unresolved 

challenges at that time: (1) to the Township’s calculation of its prospective need 

obligation for the Fourth Round 2025 to 2035, including any challenges by Fair Share 

Housing Center and the New Jersey Builder’s Association (“Fair Share Challenge”); and 
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(2) to the Township’s adopted Housing Element and Fair Share Plan by August 31, 2025 

(“HEFSP Challenge”) in accordance with the Administrative Directive of the Courts #14-

24. If either a HEFSP Challenge or Fair Share Challenge is filed, the applicant may only 

file a development application upon the resolution of both the HEFSP Challenge and the 

Fair Share Challenge. 

t. Multi-family Dwelling Unit Affordable Housing Requirements. 

1. The Affordable housing development shall conform to Chapter 21, Article XIII, 

Affordable Housing for very low-, low- and moderate-income units. 

2. One hundred fifteen (115) multi-family units shall be affordable to low and moderate 

income households and must be included in the initial site plan submitted by the 

applicant, must be constructed at the same time as any other permitted uses, and must 

obtain certificates of occupancy prior to or at the same time as any other permitted 

uses. 

3. The Affordable Units shall be provided in accordance with the schedule set forth in 

N.J.A.C. 5:93-5.6(d) and in accordance with all other applicable New Jersey 

regulations and statutes governing the construction, delivery, marketing, tenant 

qualification, tenant placement, administration, and maintenance of affordable units 

for inclusionary development. Certificates of occupancy shall be issued in accordance 

with the schedule provided at N.J.A.C. 5:93-5.6(d) to achieve compliance with this 

requirement. 

4. Term of Affordable Units:  In accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1 et. seq., and in 

accordance with the voluntary agreement of the owner of the Westgate Drive property 

which, in part, induced the Township to re-zone that property to an inclusionary low 

and moderate income housing site, with other uses permitted, the period within which 

the Affordable Units shall be restricted to low and moderate income households shall 

be an initial 40-year term beginning on the date of issuance of a certificate of 

occupancy for each set-aside unit (the “initial 40-year term”), followed by a second 

20-year term (the “second 20-year term”) which, however, the Township shall have 

the option of canceling. In the event that the Township does not provide written notice 

of cancellation of the second 20-year term prior to the conclusion of the initial 40-year 

term, the second 20-year term shall begin running automatically at the conclusion of 

the initial 40-year term. The Township shall be entitled to credits for the Affordable 

Units as may be allowed by then-applicable law. The Township will retain any rights 

it has under N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1 et. seq. (Uniform Housing Affordability Controls 

“U.H.A.C.”) to continue to maintain affordability controls on the Westgate Drive site. 

5. Income Distribution Requirements:  The affordable dwelling units shall be split 

between very low-, low-, and moderate-income units as those terms are defined in 

N.J.S.A. 52:27D-304, N.J.A.C. 5:93-7.2, and the U.H.A.C. A minimum of fifty 

percent (50%) of the affordable housing units shall be affordable to low-income 

households. At least thirteen percent (13%) of the affordable units shall be very low-

income units.  Thirteen percent (13%) of the affordable units that shall be very low-

income units shall count toward the total of all low-income units required. Not more 

than fifty percent (50%) of the affordable housing units shall be available as 

moderate-income housing units. 
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6. Bedroom mix:  The affordable dwelling units shall have a bedroom mix as set forth in 

N.J.A.C. 5:93-7.1, et seq., and U.H.A.C. 

7. Other Affordable Housing Unit Requirements. 

(a) The Developer will comply with all applicable requirements of UHAC and the 

Township’s Affordable Housing Ordinance, including, but not limited to: (1) 

affirmative marketing requirements; and (2) tenant qualification, screening and 

placement requirements, including annual income qualification of tenants, which 

shall be reported on an annual basis to the Township’s Administrative Agent and 

affordable housing liaison. 

(b) The Developer may, in its sole discretion, choose to serve as the Administrative 

Agent for the affordable units. If the Developer does not elect to serve as the 

Administrative Agent for the affordable units, the Developer shall contract with 

either (1) a qualified and experienced third-party Administrative Agent, or (2) the 

Township’s Administrative Agent, for administration of the affordable units. The 

developer shall pay all costs for administration of the affordable units, including 

annual reporting to the Township and providing information and documentation 

that may be needed by the Township for affordable housing annual reporting 

obligations. The Developer shall pay the cost for all administrative and recording 

of Deed Restrictions associated with the affordable housing units. 

(c) Whether the Developer acts as the Administrative Agent or contracts with the 

Township’s Administrative Agent or another qualified Administrative Agent, the 

Developer shall agree to provide, within thirty (30) days after written notice, 

detailed information reasonably requested by the Township or the Township's 

Administrative Agent concerning the Developer’s compliance with the U.H.A.C., 

the Township’s Affordable Housing Ordinance, the Township’s Amended 

Affordable Housing Plan, and any applicable Court orders (including the 

Township’s JOR Order for the Third Round and subsequent Rounds of affordable 

housing obligations), and all applicable laws and regulations. 

(d) In all respects, the Developer shall comply with the requirements of the NJ Fair 

Housing Act, the Uniform Housing and Affordability Controls, Bernards 

Township’s affordable housing ordinance and all other applicable law pertaining 

to occupancy and administration of the affordable housing units. 

(e) The affordable housing units shall be interspersed among the market-rate multi-

family units on all floors of Buildings A, B, and D, as identified on Figure Z of 

this chapter, such that the affordable housing units are indistinguishable from the 

market-rate housing units within each of these buildings. 

(f) The developer shall provide floor plans identifying the location of all affordable 

units with respect to bedroom type and affordability classification (i.e., very low-, 

low- and moderate-income units), and shall include the square footage of each 

affordable unit provided. 

u. Subdivision of lots. The subdivision of land within the Westgate Village Mixed Use Zone 

for the purpose of financing, property management, conveyance or creation of fee simple 

lots shall be permitted by the Board, notwithstanding that after subdivision the individual 
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lots and improvements thereon may not comply with all requirements of this chapter, 

provided that the pre-subdivision lot remains in compliance with the site plan approved 

by the Board.  Any subdivision shall be subject to the Board conditioning final 

subdivision approval upon submission by the applicant and approval by the Township 

Attorney, of a declaration of covenants and restrictions or other suitable instrument 

setting forth the mechanisms by which and providing adequate assurances dealing with 

items, including but not limited to access, security, outside cleaning and other routine 

external maintenance, external repainting, maintenance of the common open space, 

garbage collection, snow removal and other appropriate items that are to be provided for 

the development. 

Part V.  Existing Figure Z, the site plan referenced by existing § 21-10.5.c.18 and included 

as an attachment to Chapter 21, is deleted and replaced with a new Figure Z, which is 

referenced by new § 21-10.4.3.r and attached hereto. 

 

The Township Clerk is directed to give notice at least ten days prior to hearing on the adoption 

of this ordinance to the Somerset County Planning Board and to all other persons entitled 

thereto pursuant to N.J.S. 40:55D-15 and N.J.S. 40:55D-63 (if required).  Upon the adoption 

of this ordinance after public hearing thereon, the Township Clerk is further directed to publish 

notice of the passage thereof and to file a copy of the ordinance as finally adopted with the 

Somerset County Planning Board as required by N.J.S. 40:55D-16.  The Clerk shall also 

forthwith transmit a copy of this ordinance after final passage to the Township Tax Assessor 

as required by N.J.S. 40:49-2.1. 

 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT: 

The purpose of this ordinance amendment is to create the Westgate Village Mixed Use Zone, which encompasses 

the same property presently located within the Westgate Village Mixed Use Senior Overlay Zone within the E-3 

Zone, i.e., 477 Martinsville Road, also known as Westgate Corporate Center. The provisions of the new mixed 

use zone are similar to the existing overlay zone, except the zoning requirements have been amended to further 

address the housing needs set forth in the Township Master Plan. Compared to the existing overlay zone, the new 

zone permits less nonresidential floor area and more dwelling units, which will be family rental units as opposed 

to age-restricted (senior) units, to better address the Township’s Statutory affordable housing obligations. At least 

115 of the dwelling units will be affordable to low and moderate income families. 

 
TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Ordinance #2573 was introduced and passed on first reading by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards in the 
County of Somerset on 03/11/2025 and then ordered to be published according to law.  It will be further considered for final 
passage and adoption at a public hearing held at a meeting of the Township Committee at the Municipal Building, 1 Collyer 
Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ in said township on 04/15/2025, at 7:30 P.M., when and where, or at such time and place to which 
said meeting may be adjourned, all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance. A 
complete text of this ordinance is available in the Office of the Municipal Clerk, 1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ, from 8:30 
A.M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday.  Copies are also available via e-mail from ckieffer@bernards.org. 
 

By Order of the Township Committee 
       Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 

mailto:ckieffer@bernards.org
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