
Please call 24 hours in advance (908) 204-3001 
if accommodations are required, including assistive listening devices (ALD). 

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP - TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
COMBINED AGENDA - REGULAR MEETING 

February 11, 2025 – 7:30 PM Public Open Session; Closed Session  
The Municipal Building, 1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, is open and is following the CDC’s current 

guidelines.  The meeting will be live streamed and can be found by clicking on the “Watch a Meeting Live” 

icon on the home page, www.bernards.org and can also be viewed live on Optimum/Cablevision TV - 

Channel 15 and Verizon FiOS TV - Channel 2135.   

A G E N D A 

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. FLAG SALUTE

3. MAYOR’S OPENING MEETING STATEMENT

4. ROLL CALL

5. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if required)

6. PRESENTATIONS

7. PUBLIC WORK SESSION (if required)

8. CORRESPONDENCE

9. PUBLIC COMMENT

10. STAFF COMMENTS, TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE COMMENTS AND BOARD / LIAISON
REPORTS

11. FIRE & RESCUE APPOINTMENT
A. Resolution #2025-0143 - Appointment to Membership in Township of Bernards Volunteer

Basking Ridge Fire Company First Aid Squad Ishir Vajjhala, Junior Member

12. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Ordinance #2569 - An Ordinance of the Township of Bernards to set Calendar Year 2025

Appropriation Limits and to Establish a Cap Bank per N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14 – Public Hearing

13. NEW BUSINESS
A. Consent Agenda

The items listed within the consent agenda portion of the meeting have been referred to the Township

Committee for reading and study, are posted on the agenda on the website, are considered routine and

will be enacted by one motion of the Township Committee with no separate discussion.  If separate

discussion is required, the item may be removed from the agenda by township committee action and placed

on the regular agenda under new business.

1) Resolution #2025-0126 - Approval of the Bill List Dated 02/11/2025
2) Resolution #2025-0135 - Approval of Special Event Permit and Temporary Street Closure

CompuScore Services LLC – Spring Distance Classic 15K and 5K Races – 03/30/2025

3) Resolution #2025-0138- Acknowledgement of Receipt of the Friends of the Kennedy Martin-

Stelle Farmstead 2024 Annual Report

Estimated 

Times 

7:30 PM 

7:35 PM 

Video

http://www.bernards.org/
file://///adminsrv5/resolutions/2025/2025-0143.docx
file://///adminsrv5/townshipordinances/2025/2569.docx
file://///adminsrv5/resolutions/2025/2025-0126.docx
file://///adminsrv5/resolutions/2025/2025-0135.docx
file://///adminsrv5/resolutions/2025/2025-0138.docx
file://///adminsrv5/resolutions/2025/2025-0138AnnualReport.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81BDGs6mM8I
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4) Resolution #2025-0139 - Acknowledgement of Receipt of the 2024 Historical Society Annual 

Report 

5) Resolution #2025-0140 - Award of Contract to M.A.I.N. (Morris Automated Information 

Network) as the provider of Database, Telecom, Operating, Downloadable Materials and 
Integrated Library System (ILS) Assessments for the Bernards Township Library In the Not 
to Exceed Amount of $95,897.55. 

 
B. Appointments: 

1) Mayoral Appointment(s): 
Recommendation to the Somerset County Solid Waste Advisory, David Tancredi, Mayor’s 
Designee 1 yr. term expiring 12/31/25 

 
Zoning Board, Jaime Herrera, RM, filling the unexpired 4 yr. term of David Tancredi, 
expiring 12/31/27 

 
2) Designation by Mayor with Township Committee Advice 

Environmental Commission, 2025 Chairperson - Alice Smyk and 2025 Vice Chairperson 
Nancy Cook  

 
Board of Health, Dr. John Pepen, RM, 3 yr. term expiring 12/31/27 
 

3) Township Committee Appointment(s):  
Pool Commission, David Tancredi, TC Voting Member, 1 yr. term expiring 12/31/25 

 
Recommendation to the Somerset County Community Development Committee, David 
Tancredi, 1 yr. term expiring 12/31/25 

 
Township Representative to Somerset County Wastewater Management Advisory 
Committee, David Tancredi, 1 yr. terms expiring 12/31/25 

 
Municipal Alliance, Michael Talbot, RM Board of Education Representative, 1 yr. term 
expiring 12/31/25  

 
C. Approval of Minutes 

01/28/2025 Open Session Minutes 

 
14. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if required) 

A. Resolution #2025-0137 - Authorizing an Executive Session Meeting of the Bernards Township 
Committee 

 

15. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 

Christine V. Kieffer,  Municipal Clerk 
 
 

(Note:  Copies of Resolutions and other supporting documents listed on this agenda can be found on the pages below) 

file://///adminsrv5/resolutions/2025/2025-0139.docx
file://///adminsrv5/resolutions/2025/2025-0139AnnualReport.docx
file://///adminsrv5/resolutions/2025/2025-0139AnnualReport.docx
file://///adminsrv5/resolutions/2025/2025-0140.docx
file://///adminsrv5/resolutions/2025/2025-0137.docx


 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0143 

Appointment to Membership in Township of Bernards Volunteer 
First Aid Squad of the Basking Ridge Fire Company #1 

Ishir Vajjhala, Junior Member  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to §2-14.1 and §2-16 .1of the Revised General Ordinances of the Township 
of Bernards, the Bernards Township Fire Department shall consist of the Basking Ridge Fire 
Company #1 and the Liberty Corner Fire Company; and the Bernards Township First Aid and 
Emergency Department shall consist of the First Aid Squad of the Basking Ridge Fire Company 
No. #1; and 
 
WHEREAS, the First Aid Squad of the Basking Ridge Fire Company #1 is recommending Ishir 
Vajjhala, residing at 76 Culberson Rd., Basking Ridge, NJ, for appointment as a Junior Member. 
        
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards that the above individual is hereby appointed as a Junior Member of the First Aid Squad 
of the Basking Ridge Fire Company #1 effective this date. 
 
Agenda and Date Voted: 02/11/2025 
 

CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 02/11/2025. 
 
 
 
                           Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

  
 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
Application has been made by the applicant to the above referenced organization who has vetted said person and 
recommends appointment.  In addition, a police background check has been performed.       
 
Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
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Ordinance of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

 
ORDINANCE #2569 

An Ordinance of the Township of Bernards to set Calendar Year 2025 Appropriation Limits and 

to Establish a Cap Bank per N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14  

 

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation of 

its Calendar Year 2025 Budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget up to 2.5% unless 

authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain 

exceptions; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, 

appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as 

an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards in the County of Somerset finds it advisable 

and necessary to increase its CY 2025 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the 

interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee hereby determines that a 1% increase in the budget for said year, 

amounting to $305,132.52 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local 

Government Cap Law, is advisable and may be necessary; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 

appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to the final appropriation in either of the 

next two succeeding years.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards, in the 

County of Somerset, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively 

concurring, that, in the CY 2025 budget year, the final appropriations of the Township of Bernards shall, in 

accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, may be increased up to 3.5 %, amounting to no more 

than $1,067,963.81, and that the CY 2025 municipal budget for the Township of Bernards be approved and 

adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as 

part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding 

years; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the Director 

of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote 

included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 
 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

This ordinance is an annual housekeeping item that will allow for 2025 “inside the cap” budget appropriations to be increased by more than the 2.5% that 

the state allows for the current year.  This does not mean that the 2025 budget will be increased by this amount but will allow us to “bank” any unused cap 
money for use in either of the next two succeeding years.  This does not affect the calculation of the 2% Levy Cap. 

Sean McCarthy, CFO  
1/10/2025 

 

http://www.bernards.org/
http://www.bernards.org/File1/TownshipOrdinances/2020/2439.pdf
http://www.bernards.org/
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TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Ordinance #2569 was introduced and passed on first reading by the Township Committee of the Township of Bernards in the County of 
Somerset on 01/28/2025 and then ordered to be published according to law.  It will be further considered for final passage and adoption 
at a public hearing held at a meeting of the Township Committee at the Municipal Building, 1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ in said 
township on 02/11/2025, at 7:30 P.M., when and where, or at such time and place to which said meeting may be adjourned, all persons 
interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance. A complete text of this ordinance is available in the Office 
of the Municipal Clerk, 1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ, from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday.  Copies are also available 
via e-mail from ckieffer@bernards.org. 

       
By Order of the Township Committee 

       Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

                                                                     Resolution #2025-0126 
Approval of the Bill List Dated 02/11/2025 

             BE IT RESOLVED, that the bill list dated 02/11/2025 be audited, and if found correct, be paid.  
  
February 11, 2025                                       TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS                                          Page No: 1     
09:45 AM                                            Check Register By Check Date                                                     
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Range of Checking Accts: CASH - CHECKING to CASH - CHECKING Range of Check Dates: 02/11/25 to 02/11/25 
            Report Type: All Checks              Report Format: Super Condensed  Check Type: Computer: Y  Manual: Y  Dir Deposit: Y 
==================================================================================================================================== 
 Check # Check Date Vendor                                     Amount Paid     Reconciled/Void Ref Num 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
CASH - CHECKING  CURRENT CHECKING               
 142580  02/11/25   90220    BETTLER, DENNIS                         20.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142581  02/11/25   90239    SCHLEY, DAVID L                        350.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142582  02/11/25   90343    WORTHINGTON, COURTNEY                   15.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142583  02/11/25   90548    SALAZAR, ROBERTO                        29.76                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142584  02/11/25   90557    TIMKO, THOMAS                          359.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142585  02/11/25   90562    LAKATOS, MICHAEL                        11.32                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142586  02/11/25   90744    MCCARTNEY, KYLE                        191.26                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142587  02/11/25   90761    KIKA, PHILIP                            91.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142588  02/11/25   A0168    ALLIED OIL COMPANY, LLC             11,095.72                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142589  02/11/25   A0425    ATLANTIC TACTICAL                      380.98                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142590  02/11/25   A0453    AMAZON.COM                             715.51                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142591  02/11/25   B0203    DIFRANCESCO BATEMAN, PC                280.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142592  02/11/25   B0581    BUY WISE AUTO PARTS                    648.99                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142593  02/11/25   C0434    CENTRAL JERSEY CONSTRUCTION         27,650.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142594  02/11/25   C0597    CLIFFSIDE BODY CORPORATION           1,315.38                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142595  02/11/25   D0020    DELTA DENTAL OF NJ                  12,151.22                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142596  02/11/25   D0033    DEMCO, INC                             208.90                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142597  02/11/25   D0754    DC EXPRESS                           1,052.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142598  02/11/25   E0267    EAW SECURITY                        12,434.85                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142599  02/11/25   E0327    ELITE VEHICLE SOLUTIONS              1,671.97                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142600  02/11/25   G0333    BEDMINSTER CAR WASH                    551.10                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142601  02/11/25   G0698    GENSERVE, LLC                        1,060.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142602  02/11/25   K0354    KANOPY INC                             499.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142603  02/11/25   M0261    M.A.I.N., INC.                         931.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142604  02/11/25   M0353    MIDWEST TAPE LLC                     2,649.19                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142605  02/11/25   N0083    NJRPA                                  850.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142606  02/11/25   N0415    NATIONAL FUEL OIL INC               13,674.84                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142607  02/11/25   O0135    OUTHOUSE LLC                           300.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142608  02/11/25   O0164    ODP BUSINESS SOLUTIONS LLC             511.89                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142609  02/11/25   O0168    OCEAN COMPUTER GROUP, INC.          83,072.97                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142610  02/11/25   R0050    ROTO-ROOTER                            430.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142611  02/11/25   R0393    RESEARCH&DESIGN LANDSCAPE LLC       19,438.14                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142612  02/11/25   S0069    SAL'S AUTO BODY INC.                 9,062.76                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142613  02/11/25   S0135    CJHRC-CENTRAL JERSEY HOUSING         7,395.96                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142614  02/11/25   S0764    STERICYCLE                              74.98                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142615  02/11/25   S1161    SETTEMBRINO ARCHITECTS               4,000.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142616  02/11/25   T0066    CENGAGE LEARNING CREDIT SVCS            20.15                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142617  02/11/25   T0192    TURN OUT UNIFORMS INC                   29.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142618  02/11/25   W0213    WT COX SUBSCRIPTIONS, INC.           2,340.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142619  02/11/25   W0410    WARSHAUER ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO.        1,560.00                        1801 Direct Deposit 
 142620  02/11/25   A0035    PENWORTHY/AMERICAN MEDIA               290.43                        1802 
 142621  02/11/25   A0174    ALL SPORTS STADIUM, LLC                975.00                        1802 
 142622  02/11/25   A0232    ARROW ELEVATOR, INC.                   360.00                        1802 
 142623  02/11/25   A0716    ACB SERVICES INC                     2,539.09                        1802 
 142624  02/11/25   A0726    ALL HANDS FIRE EQUIPMENT LLC         1,417.66                        1802 
 142625  02/11/25   A0742    ALLEGIANCE TRUCKS LLC                2,688.54                        1802 
 142626  02/11/25   A0768    AT&T                                   295.00                        1802 
 142627  02/11/25   B0001    BAKER & TAYLOR, INC.                 2,413.54                        1802 
 142628  02/11/25   B0026    BERNARDS TOWNSHIP CURRENT           20,086.12                        1802 
 142629  02/11/25   B0034    BERNARDS TOWNSHIP PAYROLL ACCT     686,223.69                        1802 
 142630  02/11/25   B0469    BEATLEMANIA AGAIN, LLC                 500.00                        1802 
 142631  02/11/25   B0518    BERNARDSVILLE HARDWARE                  19.48                        1802 
 142632  02/11/25   B0626    BANK OF AMERICA                        500.00                        1802 
 142633  02/11/25   C0024    GANNETT NEW JERSEY NEWSPAPERS           52.70                        1802 
 142634  02/11/25   C0037    CLERK'S PETTY CASH                       5.32                        1802 
 142635  02/11/25   C0208    NJCACOA                                250.00                        1802 
 142636  02/11/25   C0482    OPTIMUM                                135.00                        1802 
 142637  02/11/25   C0482    OPTIMUM                                 14.58                        1802 
 142638  02/11/25   C0482    OPTIMUM                                 47.95                        1802 
 142639  02/11/25   C0482    OPTIMUM                                 32.26                        1802 
 142640  02/11/25   C0611    CHEMUNG SUPPLY CORP                  2,154.15                        1802 
 142641  02/11/25   C0697    BB&T/CPS                                64.24                        1802 
 142642  02/11/25   C0774    COLONIAL LIFE & ACC INSURANCE          505.66                        1802 
 142643  02/11/25   C0972    COSTELLO'S ACE HARDWARE                 40.97                        1802 
 142644  02/11/25   C0977    CROSSING GUARD SERVICES, LLC         5,043.55                        1802 
 142645  02/11/25   D0875    DLS CONTRACTING, INC.              243,262.45                        1802 
 142646  02/11/25   D0881    DISTINCTIVE VOICE & DATA, LLC        6,830.00                        1802 
 142647  02/11/25   D0882    DON LONGO, INC.                      6,615.25                        1802 
 142648  02/11/25   E0342    EB EMPLOYEE SOLUTIONS, LLC           7,116.60                        1802 
 142649  02/11/25   F0324    FLAGSHIP DENTAL PLANS                   70.99                        1802 
 142650  02/11/25   F0326    FX AUTOMOTIVE LLC                      263.60                        1802 
 142651  02/11/25   F0330    FIDELITY SECURITY LIFE INS             369.62                        1802 
 142652  02/11/25   F0440    FLOCK SAFETY                        15,482.48                        1802 
 142653  02/11/25   G0098    JCP&L                                  490.96                        1802 
 142654  02/11/25   G0711    GIFFORD AUTO BODY LLC                   69.10                        1802 
 142655  02/11/25   J0278    JCM ASSOCIATES                         660.00                        1802 
 142656  02/11/25   K0039    KOBESKY, GREGG S.                       46.25                        1802 
 142657  02/11/25   K0331    KONICA MINOLTA PREMIER FINANCE         133.02                        1802 
 142658  02/11/25   K0331    KONICA MINOLTA PREMIER FINANCE         192.89                        1802 
 142659  02/11/25   K0331    KONICA MINOLTA PREMIER FINANCE         214.75                        1802 
 142660  02/11/25   K0434    K & S HYDRAULICS, INC                  490.00                        1802 
 142661  02/11/25   K0435    KECECI, EROL OR KATHIE                 629.20                        1802 
 142662  02/11/25   L0520    LBJ INTERIOR SOLUTIONS LLC           2,585.45                        1802 
 142663  02/11/25   M0055    MCASC                                   40.00                        1802 
 142664  02/11/25   M0178    MARK'S AUTO SERVICE                     37.50                        1802 



 142665  02/11/25   M0493    MCELROY, DEUTSCH, MULVANEY &        24,094.30                        1802 
 142666  02/11/25   M0518    KONICA MINOLTA BUSINESS SOL.            33.78                        1802 
 142667  02/11/25   M0518    KONICA MINOLTA BUSINESS SOL.            26.00                        1802 
 142668  02/11/25   M0518    KONICA MINOLTA BUSINESS SOL.            58.36                        1802 
 142669  02/11/25   M1023    MOYE, WILLIAM OR CAROL                 730.50                        1802 
 142670  02/11/25   M1026    MARIO MEDICI LECTURES LLC              125.00                        1802 
 142671  02/11/25   N0006    NEW JERSEY AMERICAN WATER CO.       56,106.63                        1802 
 142672  02/11/25   N0017    NJ STATE LEAGUE OF MUNICIPAL.          115.00                        1802 
 142673  02/11/25   N0124    NJACCHO                                500.00                        1802 
 142674  02/11/25   N0187    NJ ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ASSOC        1,400.00                        1802 
 142675  02/11/25   N0470    NATIONWIDE                             206.21                        1802 
 142676  02/11/25   N0511    NJ LOCAL BOARDS OF HEALTH ASSO          95.00                        1802 
 142677  02/11/25   O0046    ALLEGRA MARKETING, PRINT&MAIL        1,685.00                        1802 
 142678  02/11/25   O0100    OVERDRIVE, INC.                        560.74                        1802 
 142679  02/11/25   O0105    O.C.A. BENEFIT SERVICES, LLC            69.30                        1802 
 142680  02/11/25   P0014    PUBLIC SERVICE ELEC. & GAS CO        8,106.81                        1802 
 142681  02/11/25   P0046    RESERVE ACCOUNT                        975.40                        1802 
 142682  02/11/25   P0415    PERTH AMBOY SPRING WORKS             1,826.28                        1802 
 142683  02/11/25   P0724    PACE ANALYTICAL SERVICES LLC         2,100.00                        1802 
 142684  02/11/25   P0771    POLICE GRANT WRITING                   499.00                        1802 
 142685  02/11/25   R0005    RECORDER PUBLISHING CO., INC            76.50                        1802 
 142686  02/11/25   R0005    RECORDER PUBLISHING CO., INC            52.02                        1802 
 142687  02/11/25   R0005    RECORDER PUBLISHING CO., INC            82.62                        1802 
 142688  02/11/25   R0493    RIDGE BAGEL & CAFE                      27.00                        1802 
 142689  02/11/25   S0062    STAR LEDGER                            831.49                        1802 
 142690  02/11/25   S0067    SOMERSET COUNTY TREASURER        5,996,499.94                        1802 
 142691  02/11/25   S0068    SOMERSET COUNTY TREASURER          623,428.00                        1802 
 142692  02/11/25   S0101    STICKEL,KOENIG,SULLIVAN&DRILL          483.00                        1802 
 142693  02/11/25   S0595    SOMERSET CTY HEALTH OFFICER'S          400.00                        1802 
 142694  02/11/25   S0604    SMITH TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT, INC         213.76                        1802 
 142695  02/11/25   S0628    STATE OF NEW JERSEY-HB             232,566.72                        1802 
 142696  02/11/25   S0691    SUPERIOR DISTRIBUTORS                  838.88                        1802 
 142697  02/11/25   S0719    SOMERSET HILLS TOWING                  750.00                        1802 
 142698  02/11/25   S0736    SOMERSET COUNTY                         75.00                        1802 
 142699  02/11/25   S1007    SPRUCE INDUSTRIES                      210.87                        1802 
 142700  02/11/25   S1050    SIMONS SAYS LLC                      1,500.00                        1802 
 142701  02/11/25   S1191    SAVO,SCHALK,CORSINI,GILLESPIE,       1,911.00                        1802 
 142702  02/11/25   S1242    SIDDIQUI, MUHAMMAD OR                  100.00                        1802 
 142703  02/11/25   T0292    T-MOBILE USA, INC.                     150.00                        1802 
 142704  02/11/25   T0308    TORO NSN                             2,100.00                        1802 
 142705  02/11/25   T0372    TLO, LLC                               248.80                        1802 
 142706  02/11/25   T0531    THE NEW JERSEY STATE PLUMBING           75.00                        1802 
 142707  02/11/25   U0131    UGI ENERGY SERVICES, LLC             7,519.83                        1802 
 142708  02/11/25   U0133    UTRS, INC                              665.00                        1802 
 142709  02/11/25   V0056    VERIZON WIRELESS                     1,552.39                        1802 
 142710  02/11/25   V0058    VERIZON                                249.12                        1802 
 142711  02/11/25   V0058    VERIZON                                128.80                        1802 
 142712  02/11/25   V0058    VERIZON                                734.52                        1802 
 142713  02/11/25   V0058    VERIZON                                 61.40                        1802 
 142714  02/11/25   V0058    VERIZON                                 61.40                        1802 
 142715  02/11/25   V0058    VERIZON                                124.36                        1802 
 142716  02/11/25   V0124    VERIZON BUSINESS FIOS                  204.99                        1802 
 142717  02/11/25   V0124    VERIZON BUSINESS FIOS                  354.24                        1802 
 142718  02/11/25   V0170    VERIZON WIRELESS SERVICES, LLC         115.00                        1802 
 142719  02/11/25   V0185    VERIZON CONNECT                      1,705.50                        1802 
 142720  02/11/25   W0347    THE WACKS LAW GROUP, LLC               451.00                        1802 
 142721  02/11/25   W0405    WASTIE, MEG                            175.00                        1802 
 142722  02/11/25   W0444    WU, WANNING OR YIN, SHING               40.00                        1802 
 142723  02/11/25   X0005    XTEL COMMUNICATION                   1,814.89                        1802 
 142724  02/11/25   Z0059    ZUFALL HEALTH CENTER, INC            1,007.00                        1802 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Report Totals                    Paid       Void        Amount Paid        Amount Void 
                                 ----       ----        -----------        ----------- 
                       Checks:    105          0       7,991,153.39               0.00  
               Direct Deposit:     40          0         219,123.84               0.00  
                               ======     ======   ================     ============== 
                        Total:    145          0       8,210,277.23               0.00 
February 11, 2025                                       TOWNSHIP OF BERNARDS                                              
09:45 AM                                            Check Register By Check Date                                                     
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Totals by Year-Fund 
Fund Description                      Fund        Budget Total    Revenue Total        G/L Total            Total  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
CURRENT FUND                          4-01          102,648.35             0.00             0.00       102,648.35                    
  
CURRENT FUND                          5-01        7,647,299.40             0.00             0.00     7,647,299.40                    
  
DOG FUND                              5-12              618.07             0.00             0.00           618.07                    
  
GOLF COURSE UTILITY                   5-26            2,585.76             0.00             0.00         2,585.76                    
                                              ---------------- ---------------- ---------------- ---------------- 
                           Year Total:            7,650,503.23             0.00             0.00     7,650,503.23                    
  
CAPITAL FUND                          C-04          367,660.95             0.00             0.00       367,660.95                    
  
PUBLIC GRANTS                         G-02            1,353.46             0.00             0.00         1,353.46                    
  
TRUST FUNDS                           T-13           82,024.02             0.00             0.00        82,024.02    
  
PROJECTS                  6,087.22             0.00             0.00         6,087.22 
  
                                              ================ ================ ================ ================ 
                   Total Of All Funds:            8,210,277.13             0.00             0.00     8,210,277.13 
 

Agenda and Date Voted: 02/11/2025 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 02/11/2025 
 
 
 
                              Christine Kieffer , Municipal Clerk 

 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0135 

Approval of Special Event Permit and Temporary Street Closure 
 CompuScore Services LLC – Spring Distance Classic 15K and 5K Races –  

03/30/2025 
 

WHEREAS, Staci Lymperopoulos, representing CompuScore Services LLC, 1710 Patrick Place 
Wall, NJ 07719 “the applicant,” has requested a special event permit for 03/30/2025, from 9:00 
AM to 1:00 PM for the purpose of holding the Great Distance Classic 15K and 5K Races; and 
 
WHEREAS, in connection with the special event, the applicant has requested that Lord Stirling 
Road for the entire length be temporarily closed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the applicant has satisfied the requirements of the Revised General Ordinances of 
the Township of Bernards § 4-4. et. seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Municipal Clerk, Police Chief, Parks & Recreation Director, DPW Director, and 
Emergency Management and have reviewed the application and find it complete and recommend 
a condition of approval that the applicant hire six off-duty police officers to be billed directly by 
the police department.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards that the request for the temporary street closure and special event permit is hereby 
approved with the condition of approval as noted above. 
 
Agenda Date and Vote: 02/11/2025 
 

CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by 
the Bernards Township Committee on 02/11/2025. 
 
 

 
 

Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0138 

Acknowledgement of Receipt of the  
Friends of the Kennedy Martin-Stelle Farmstead 

2024 Annual Report 
 

WHEREAS,  pursuant to Ordinance #1775 originally adopted by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Bernards on March 29, 2005, authorizing a lease agreement with the Friends of the 
Kennedy-Martin-Stelle Farmstead, Inc. for a 4.397± acre tract known as Block 8401, Lot 23 
(formally known as Block 85, Lot 20.03), 450 King George Road, Basking Ridge; and  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to said lease, and N.J.S.A. 40A:12-14(c) the Friends of the Kennedy 
Martin-Steele Farmstead, Inc., must submit an annual report to the Township setting out in detail 
the progress of the buildings preservation, restoration, renovations or operations and the progress 
of all fund-raising activities and grant applications, the proposed use for the buildings upon 
commencement of operation, the occupancy and utilization of the buildings during the preceding 
year, the activities of the Tenant undertaken in furtherance of the public purpose for which the 
leasehold was granted, the approximate value of cost, if any, of such activities in furtherance of 
such purpose and an affirmation of the continued tax exempt status of the Tenant pursuant to both 
State and federal law. 
 
WHEREAS, the 2024 annual report and 2024 programming schedule has been submitted as 
require and is on file with the Township Clerk.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards that the 2024 Annual Report of the Friends of the Kennedy Martin-Steele Farmstead be 
acknowledged as submitted. 
 
Agenda Date and Vote: 02/11/2025 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by 
the Bernards Township Committee on 02/11/2025. 

 
 
 
 

                 Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
 



Friends of the Kennedy Martin Stelle Farmstead 

Annual Report for 2024 

On behalf of the Friends of the Kennedy Martin Stelle Farmstead, we thank the 
members of the Township Committee and Township Staff, the Administration, Public Works, 
Engineering, Police and Fire, Recreation and the Community Service Team for their support 
of the Farmstead. We appreciate your support and your confidence in us and look forward 
to continuing to work cooperatively with you in the future. 

 

2024 Summary of Activity 
In 2024 the Farmstead: 

● expanded our public outreach by hiring a new Marketing Director; 
● updated our history marketing materials using grant funding; 
● added more art class offerings and welcomed two new art teachers to our faculty; 
● hosted art exhibits in the gallery, including a new juried Member’s show funded by a 

significant donation from the Raritan Valley Art Association, which closed after nearly 
100 years during the pandemic; 

● continued collaborations with the Potters’ Guild of New Jersey, the Chatham Adult 
School, Ridge High School, Garden State Watercolor Society, The Alliance of Youth 
Leaders United States, Basking Ridge Chapter; NJ Highlands Coalition and The Arts 
Access Program at Matheny; 

● and built upon our recent success in securing historic preservation grant funds by 
leveraging the largest grant ever given by Somerset County for Historic Preservation, 
$549.3K awarded in 2023, to pursue a $577.4K New Jersey Historic Trust (NJHT) 
grant to rebuild the Wagon House as a Welcome Center, which has been 
recommended for approval in 2025. 

Activities Furthering the Public Purpose for Which the Leasehold Was Granted 

Farmhouse public use: The Farmhouse was open to the public for events, exhibits, and 
in-person classes. Upstairs, the Farmhouse has five studios rented to artists. Farmstead 
tenants have continual (24/7) access to the studios. The public can, and the Board of 
Trustees does, actively use the facilities for meetings. 

English Barn public use: The English Barn and grounds were open to the public for 
special events including a sold-out fundraising concert featuring local musicians “Harper 
Lovey & the Waitlist,” Spring and Fall theater performances, and a Father’s Day concert 
featuring the patron-favorite “Brass Works” quintet.  The barn is rented annually in the 
Spring to the Potters’ Guild of NJ.  

 

Historic Preservation/Adaptive Reuse 

Our focus for the first half of 2024 was preparing and applying for a 2024 NJHT Capital 
Grant to rebuild the Wagon House as a Welcome Center.  It is relevant to note that New Jersey 
Historic Trust grants are unique in that, unlike County funds, they allow the awarded funds 
to be used for new construction rather than just restoration. Because the original Wagon 



House was destroyed during Hurricane Sandy, applying for this grant while we had sufficient 
funds to match, greatly moves us ahead with site restoration goals.  

The NJHT grant required match-funding, requiring available funds equal to, or greater 
than, the amount of the request.  Furthermore, the state’s formula for match-funding gives 
50 cents on the dollar for unspent funds, but only 20 cents for funds already spent. With this 
in mind and estimates that it would cost over $500K to rebuild the Wagon House, we paused 
construction at the site in order to use the remaining $99.7K from the 2018 SCHP grant 
(which included a $52K transfer from the 2021 into the 2018 SCHP grant that resulted from 
prudent fiscal management and was County approved) plus the construction related 
components of the 2023 SCHP grant as match funding for the $577.4K requested through the 
NJHT – to great success, as mentioned earlier.   

Going into next year, with final NJHT Grant approval and funding, we anticipate we will 
have over $1.2Million to dramatically improve the Farmstead, roughly half funded by 2 
Somerset County Historic Preservation grants for Barn, Cow Shed and related infrastructure 
and site improvements and half from the state of NJ to rebuild the Wagon House. 

 

Arts Programming, General Operating, and Historic Preservation Support 

For 2024, the Friends of the Kennedy Martin Stelle Farmstead received a $21,000 Local 
Arts Program (LAP) grant from Somerset County for general operating support. These funds 
were allocated towards arts programming, payroll, and facilities maintenance. In addition, 
we were awarded $3,000 through the Somerset County History Partnership (CHPP) grant 
for history related special projects, used to update the history brochure and to turn docent 
notes into self-guided tour materials. Farmstead Arts also received funding from the New 
Jersey State Council on the Arts Creative Aging Initiative Program for the second consecutive 
year, with Farmstead Arts being the only organization in Somerset County to be awarded 
$10,000 to offer free art classes for adults aged 55+ years. We also were approved for a 
Google Ad Grant, providing us with up to $10,000 per month in free advertising on Google 
Search to help further our mission and increase community engagement. 

For Historic Preservation, Farmstead Arts has an experienced, motivated team of 
volunteers that includes two architects, a retired neighbor, financial experts, an engineer and 
a newly retired probations officer.  Our contracted Architect, Dan Lincoln, was part of the 
initial team that launched Farmstead Arts and was recognized during the pandemic by 
Somerset County for his extensive, fine work in Historic Preservation. 

 

Calendar of Events at Farmstead Arts – 2024 

Please see the accompanying report for information about Farmstead programming. 

 

Operating Revenues, Members’ Dues and Donations 

In 2024, we received approximately $13,741 in membership dues and donations, 
$39,925 in non-construction grants, $56,450 in program/fundraising revenue and $24,140 
in studio rentals. Apart from lease revenues, these numbers are down from last year, 
primarily due to receipt in 2023 of a one-time large donation from the Raritan Valley Art 



Association; a decrease in LAP funds from Somerset County and reduced theater revenue 
caused by the unfortunate need to cancel a portion of the Fall performances due to a death 
in an actor’s family. 

 

Human Resources 

In March we welcomed our new Marketing Director, Shaheed Shabazz, who brings 
valuable expertise to elevate our outreach efforts. He works closely with Robin Storms, 
Operations Manager, to ensure smooth coordination across our programs and operations. 
Both Shaheed and Robin are part-time employees, each working up to 20 hours per week. 
Payroll services are managed by Paychex.   

At the Annual meeting founding trustee Carolyn Kelly joined former President Ann 
Rosenblum in transitioning from being a full voting trustee to an Honorary trustee, and 
trustee Nancy Gleason retired, being replaced by Megan Lipset, who serves as Historian and 
Grant Writer.  Officers were reelected for another term with Brian Workman, head of the 
Planning and Development committee, which handles historic preservation, replacing 
Carolyn Kelly as 2nd Vice President.  All other officers remained the same.  In September, 
Michael Fitzpatrick was appointed to the Board.   

 

Trustee Members 

Leslie Workman - President 

Sherilyn Pastor - First Vice president 

Brian Workman - Second Vice President 

Angela Hartmann - Treasurer 

Richard Huckins – Corporate Secretary 

Shona Veasey - Trustee 

Pamela Reid – Trustee 

Catherine Kelly – Trustee 

Megan Lipset – Trustee 

Michael Fitzpatrick – Trustee 

 
 

Advisory Members 

Artist Advisor: Margaret Fanning 

Honorary Trustee: Ann Osterdale Rosenblum 

Honorary Trustee: Carolyn Kelly  

Honorary Trustee:  Chef Richard “Buddy” Dick 

Community Liaison/Advisory Member: Thomas Whitehouse 



2024 Township Committee Liaison: Janice Fields 

 

Key Support 

Operations Manager: Robin Storms 

Marketing Director: Shaheed Shabazz 

Pro-Bono Bookkeeper: Dennis Dinsmore  

Accountant: Bob Tabor 

 

Tax Exempt Status 

The Friends of the KMS Farmstead maintained tax exempt status under both state and 
federal law. 

 

Summary 

Overall, 2024 was a very good year. With staff doubled, the art center is running 
smoothly, attendance is up, and we have added two Bernards Township trustees. Meanwhile, 
it was an exceptionally good year for us regarding historic preservation. As detailed earlier, 
in September we received official notification that our NJHT grant application in the amount 
of $577,384 was recommended for approval subject to it being passed by the NJ Legislature 
and signed by the Governor. This money is expected to be awarded in 2025, to be used to 
restore the Wagon House as a Welcome Center.   

Grants to offset operational expenses have become increasingly more competitive. 
Notably, in 2024 Somerset County received 4 times more in requests for art’s programming 
and operations funding than money it had to award. Beyond covering our operational 
expenses, challenges remain finding and retaining good people, both volunteers and paid; 
becoming more widely known as Farmstead Arts; and most importantly, if we are to grow 
and adequately maintain operations, especially with these levels of Historic Preservation 
grants, we eventually will need to employ an Executive Director, at meaningful expense.  
However, in the meantime, we are making good progress. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 
Leslie Workman 
Board of Trustees 
President 
Friends of the Kennedy Martin Stelle Farmstead 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution #2025-0139 

Acknowledgement of Receipt of the  
2024 Historical Society Annual Report 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance #994, on January 12, 1990, the Township of Bernards and the 
Historical Society of Somerset Hills entered into a 50-year lease agreement for lease of the 
township-owned Brick Academy located at 15 West Oak Street, Block 1506, Lot 10, Basking 
Ridge; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to said agreement and N.J.S.A. 40A:12-14c, the Historical Society of 
Somerset Hills must submit an annual report to the Township setting out the use to which the 
building was put during the preceding year, the activities of the Society undertaken in furtherance 
of the public purpose for which the leasehold was granted, the approximate value or cost, if any, 
of such activities in furtherance of such purpose, and an affirmation of the continued tax exempt 
status of the Society pursuant to both State and Federal law; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 2024 annual report has been submitted as required and placed on file with the 
Municipal Clerk. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards that the 2024 Annual Report of the Historical Society of Somerset Hills be acknowledged 
as submitted and is on file in the Municipal Clerk’s office. 
 
Agenda Date and Vote: 02/11/2025 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 02/11/2025. 

 
 
 
 

       Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 
 

http://www.bernards.org/Resolutions/2020/2020-0137AnnualReport.pdf


2024 Annual Report  

The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills  

Submited by Sue Zibelli, Chairman 

   

Board of Trustees  
   

Sue Zibelli   Chairman   
  Pat Gray   President 
  Dave Urbani   Treasurer   
  Cynthia Crosson  Recording Secretary  
 
  Jon Booth  Historic Preserva�on and Restora�on, Building Maintenance  
  Leslie Brownwit Educa�on, Events 

Roy Crego  Archives, Content Management, Social Media, Website 
  Sue Manion  Corresponding Secretary 
  Ruth Melillo  Events 

Marcella Miccolis Affiliate Memberships, Newsleter, Publica�ons 
   
 
  William J. Kearns, Esq  Advisory Trustee 
  Michael C. Vaccaro, Esq Advisory Trustee 
  

The Board of Trustees was comprised of twelve volunteer members.  Two Advisory Trustees joined in 
February. Three addi�onal Trustees joined in September. Three Trustees resigned in December. The 
Board convened ten �mes during 2024. 

A general membership mee�ng was held in November. General membership mee�ngs may include 
business updates, announcements and guest speakers. A new rota�ng exhibit “The Na�rar Estate and 
Kate Macy Ladd Convalescent Home” was installed in the Brick Academy museum. 

The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills (THSSH) is the oldest historical society in the Somerset Hills 
and surrounding area, in existence for over 90 years.  THSSH is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organiza�on.  

  



Execu�ve Summary  

The primary objec�ve of The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills (THSSH) in 2024 was to create 
cultural opportuni�es and enrichment for the local community by providing programs and ini�a�ves 
that inform, educate and foster interest in local history.  

  
• Educa�on – Bernards Township and Bernardsville  

The popular Early American Schoolhouse educa�on program for 3rd grade students, administered by 
former schoolteachers, was provided to over 350 children from five Bernards Township schools.  In 
2024, THSSH developed an educa�on program for Bernardsville Middle School 5th grade students. In 
May 2024, 100 students from BMS atended this program for the first �me. BMS is planning to con�nue 
to come to the Brick Academy with their 5th grade class in 2025. Tours of the “Astor Mansion” were 
provided by THSSH trustees to a local Girl Scout troop, Saint James 1st grade students, and visitors 
during the Mayor’s Fall Fes�val. 
 

• Research – Na�onwide  
Close to 40 research requests were addressed by Trustees throughout 2024, with 7 in-person visits to 
THSSH’s Research Room in the Brick Academy. THSSH’s Archivist posi�on became vacant in 2024. An 
Archive Commitee was formed consis�ng of one Trustee and three volunteers. The Commitee met 
regularly at the Brick Academy to develop and work on proper management of our archives and 
donated materials. The electronic catalog program that went live January 2024, con�nues to capture 
extensive informa�on, which has been shared, in part, on THSSH’s website through the Online 
Collec�ons Catalog, which launched in September 2024. The Online Collec�ons Catalog contained 130 
public access records as of December 2024. THSSH’s library was culled of books not related to the 
Somerset Hills. 
  

• Museum – Somerset Hills  
The museum was open to the public the first Sunday of each month from 2-4pm.  Room-darkening 
window shades were installed on the third floor to protect ar�facts from fading, the same as were 
installed on the main floor in 2023. A special exhibit was installed on the main floor of the museum in 
November, “The Na�rar Estate and Kate Macy Ladd Convalescent Home.”  The exhibit showcases the 
Na�rar estate in Peapack-Gladstone, and the convalescent home, which admited over 22,000 female 
guests without charge during its opera�on (1949-1983). Through Bernards Township, the Brick 
Academy was registered to par�cipate as one of 15 programs in considera�on for the New Jersey 
Mo�on Picture and Television Commission Film Ready New Jersey Project. 

• Communica�ons – Na�onwide  
Members received three issues of “Inside the Brick Academy” newsleters, along with the annual report. 
Copies of the newsleter are also le� at Bernards Township Town Hall.  An email communica�on is sent 
at the same �me as the newsleter to members, as well as non-members. The email highlights programs 
and events and includes a Volunteer Spotlight.  The email leads readers to the current newsleter on 
our website, as well as our Blog and Facebook page. Copies of the 2024 Programs & Events brochure 
were le� at Bernards Township Town Hall, and in local food and business establishments. 
 



• Website and Social Media – Na�onwide  
THSSH migrated the website to a new hos�ng and website computer support company in 2024. THSSH 
con�nued to communicate news and informa�on through our website www.thssh.org, and through 
eMail. The Genealogy Research page was updated to add other religious denomina�ons, FamilySearch, 
and FindaGrave. Our Facebook page has 392 followers; our Instagram page has 235 followers. 
 

•   Programs – Somerset Hills, surrounding area 
“Revolu�onary Spies,” a talk about George Washington’s Intelligence Network, was given at the Brick 
Academy in February. A tour of the Congdon-Overlook Lodge in downtown Bernardsville was offered as 
part of the “Freemason Secrets” program in March. In April, THSSH held its signature event, “A�ernoon 
Tea,” at FOX News CEO’s historic home on Bernardsville Mountain, ‘Little Thorseby.’  Author reading and 
book signing of “Architecture of the Gilded Age,” was held at Blairsden Mansion in May.  The Real 
Housewives of New Jersey program was held at the Brick Academy in September. A Members Social 
Gathering at the Brick Academy in November and Holiday Party at a Trustee’s historic home on 
Bernardsville Mountain ended the year. 
 

•   Advocacy  
THSSH par�cipated in the 1770’s Lord S�rling Fes�val and Somerset County’s Weekend Journey 
through the Past.  THSSH print pieces were provided to the Somerset County 4-H Fair. 

• Historic Restora�on and Preserva�on and Brick Academy Maintenance  
THSSH con�nues to work with par�es to advise on the historic importance of proper�es. THSSH 
expressed a concern to the Bernardsville Planning Board about the plan to tear down the Boylan 
House in Bernardsville. THSSH’s website promoted the preserva�on of the gravestones in the Basking 
Ridge Presbyterian Church Cemetery and the restora�on of the steeple of the Potersville Reformed 
Church in Bedminster. 

  
• Membership – Na�onwide  

Total members in 2024 were 268.  THSSH welcomed 54 new members in 2024.  
  

• Dona�ons – Na�onwide  
THSSH received over $8000 in dona�ons. Several ar�facts were donated to the museum including a 
collec�on of �tle searches and other documents rela�ng to Bernards Township from Palmer Law Offices 
(gi� of Peter Palmer, Bernardsville); two circa 1860 handcra�ed wood chairs (gi� of Connie Kearns-
Doughty, Basking Ridge); blueprints of Lyons RR Sta�on (gi� of James Baker, Rutherford, NJ); and Na�rar 
estate photos, surveys and drawings (gi� of W. Barry Thomson, Williamsburg, MA). The Borough of 
Peapack & Gladstone passed a Resolu�on in June 2024, authorizing their Historic Preserva�on 
Commitee to donate all their historical items to THSSH. 
 
  
  

  
  

http://www.thssh.org/
http://www.thssh.org/


 The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills               2024 
  

Educa�on  

Print publica�ons are available free of charge at the Brick Academy:  

• THSSH Pamphlet – Highlights the history of the Brick Academy, the mission of The Historical Society 
of the Somerset Hills, ongoing projects, fund raising events, museum hours, and membership 
informa�on.  

• Inside the Brick Academy Newsleter – Published three �mes a year and mailed to our membership, 
this newsleter comprises society news, event calendar, and local interest stories.   

• Volunteer Brochure – Describes the primary THSSH commitees, which include Adver�sing; Affiliate 
Organiza�ons; Archives & Research; Bookstore; Building Maintenance; Clerical; Community Outreach; 
Educa�on; Email Mail Management; Fundraiser Events; Hospitality; Marke�ng; Membership; Museum; 
Newsleter; Public Rela�ons; Publicity; Programs; Volunteer Coordinator; and Website/Social Media.  

On sale at the Brick Academy is the Around and About Basking Ridge, Liberty Corner and Lyons picture 
book, as well as other history related books.  

 
Archives & Research  

THSSH archives is coveted by local and distant researchers who contact THSSH via our website, phone, 
and mail to request local research assistance.  The primary informa�on requested is local family and 
house documents and pictures; historic maps; local historic figures; and buildings.  

THSSH received close to 40 research requests that were addressed in person and remotely by Trustees.  

 

Museum  

The Brick Academy serves as a museum of local ar�facts and historical informa�on about the towns in 
the Somerset Hills – Bedminster, Peapack-Gladstone, Far Hills, Bernardsville, and Bernards 
Township/Basking Ridge, the only one of its kind in the Somerset Hills.  

The top floor, restored to an 1890s period schoolroom with an authen�c potbelly stove, period 
schoolroom furniture, and classroom objects, is used for educa�on programs.  Along with the 1890s 
schoolroom display, the top floor displays a �meline of the building; poster images and biographies of 
important people who had once atended the Classical School of Basking Ridge, the precursor to the 
Brick Academy; a schoolwork display case that showcases students’ work from the early 1900s; and a 
bobsled that was used in the township in the early 1900s.  

The lower floor, which is mainly used for research and mee�ngs, has on display late 1800/early 1900 
maps of the Somerset Hills towns, ar�facts from local post offices, and other notable ar�facts.  



The main floor displays a permanent exhibit:  ‘What Put Somerset Hills on the Map.’  Included in the 
exhibit are 8” x 10” color photographs of many of the magnificent homes on the Bernardsville 
Mountain.  THSSH has been given the rights to many of the photos for this exhibit by the Turpin Real 
Estate Agency.  In addi�on to building our library with these important photos, the Museum Commitee 
has been building rela�onships with many organiza�ons in the Somerset Hills, including Hamilton Farm, 
Trump Na�onal Golf Club, Na�rar, Matheny, Meadowbrook Inven�ons, the USGA, the Jacobus 
Vanderveer  House and Museum, the Farmstead Arts Center, and the Boudinot-Southard-Ross Estate, 
to name a few.  

A temporary exhibit “The Na�rar Estate and Kate Macy Ladd Convalescent Home,” is on display at the 
historical society’s headquarters museum at the Brick Academy. The exhibit showcases the Na�rar 
estate, which encompassed 1,000 acres in Peapack-Gladstone, and the convalescent home. 

In the interest of collabora�ng with other history organiza�ons, the Museum Commitee has provided 
on long-term loan to the Boudinot-Southard-Ross Estate a collec�on of tools and kitchen utensils.  

THSSH museum and archives collec�ons are catalogued, digi�zed and entered into Rutgers' New Jersey 
Digital Highway (NJDH), a digital repository that preserves the state's cultural resources and ar�facts 
for use by current and future genera�ons of ci�zens, educators, researchers and students.  Resources 
are available and maintained 24/7 and maintained in perpetuity.  THSSH joins 50 other New Jersey 
historical organiza�ons par�cipa�ng in NJDH.  

  
Website and Social Media  
  
The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills (THSSH) online:  

• Website:  www.thssh.org  
• Facebook:  htps://www.facebook.com/historicalsocietynj  
• Instagram:  htps://www.instagram.com/historicalsocietynj/  

  

Dona�ons  
  

• Several ar�facts were donated to the Museum. 
• THSSH received over $8000 in dona�ons.  Dona�ons and Bequests are received from our school 

programs, current and past members, and their families. 
• Membership dues paid in 2024 were $3,775.  
• Revenue is generated through program and event �cket sales, as well as book sales. 
• Gi� items sold through our website, and at the Brick Academy and community events, 

amounted to $860.  
• Non-profit organiza�ons that conduct mee�ngs at the Brick Academy provide a contribu�on. 
• Area residents and out-of-town visitors to our museum leave dona�ons in our dona�on box at 

the Brick Academy. 
  

http://www.thssh.org/
http://www.thssh.org/
https://www.instagram.com/historicalsocietynj/
https://www.instagram.com/historicalsocietynj/
https://www.instagram.com/historicalsocietynj/
https://www.instagram.com/historicalsocietynj/


  

Brick Academy U�liza�on  

In addi�on to our museum, research room, educa�on programs, speaker programs, and community 
events, the Brick Academy is normally u�lized by outside groups for their mee�ngs and programs.  

  

Advocacy & Affilia�ons  

The Historical Society is a member of The Somerset County Historical Society, League of Historical 
Socie�es of New Jersey, American Associa�on for State and Local History, Small Museum Associa�on, 
and Na�onal Trust for Historic Preserva�on.  

THSSH par�cipated in the 1770’s Lord S�rling Fes�val and Somerset County’s Weekend Journey 
through the Past.  

 

2025 Outlook 

The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills will con�nue to pursue its mission to acquire, conserve 
and share ar�facts and informa�on on maters of local historic interest; cul�vate interest in local 
history; partake in community events; encourage the preserva�on of local historic resources; facilitate 
historic research; and preserve, operate and interpret the Brick Academy.  

• To strengthen and grow the organiza�onal structure of THSSH’s Board of Trustees.  

• Trustees will be ac�vely engaging current members to volunteer on THSSH commitees, as well 
as for programs and events.  

• THSSH will maintain its image as a premier historical society through commitee work.  
• Programs will be offered that appeal to our members and to the community.  
• Our website and social media strategy will con�nue to share informa�on regarding local events 

and history in the Somerset Hills.  
• THSSH will work toward growing sources of income to achieve financial independence.  

  

Respec�ully submited:  

Susan Zibelli  

Susan Zibelli, THSSH Chairman  

January 27, 2025  



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 
Resolution # 2025-0140 

Award of Contract to M.A.I.N. (Morris Automated Information Network) as the provider of 
Database, Telecom, Operating, Downloadable Materials and Integrated Library System (ILS) 

Assessments for the Bernards Township Library  
In the Not to Exceed Amount of $95,897.55. 

  
WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey in N.J. S.A. 40:54-12.1, provides for Municipal Libraries to 
make certain purchases without advertising for bids, in particular for (3) specialized library services; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Bernards Township Library is a full participating member library of M.A.I.N. since 
1997; and  
 
WHEREAS, the 2025 annual assessment for Bernards Township Library totals $72,956.05; and  
 
WHEREAS, from time to time in 2025 M.A.I.N. may provide other specialized library services to 
Bernards Township Library in the areas of training, consortium compatible computer supplies, or 
software licensing at a cost not to exceed $22,941.50; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Library Director and Chief Financial Officer have certified funds are available in 
the budget; the line item appropriation or ordinance to be charged is line account #5-01-29-390-222 
($500.00), #5-01-29-390-264 ($21,260.50), #5-01-29-390-265 ($72,956.05), and #5-01-29-390-268 
($931.00).  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Bernards, Somerset County, New Jersey that the Purchasing Agent is hereby authorized to issue a 
purchase order to M.A.I.N. (Morris Automated Information Network, Inc.) in the not the exceed 
amount of $95,897.55. 
 
Agenda and Date Voted:  02/11/2025 
 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 
Sharing services through participation in the M.A.I.N. consortium is a cost-effective method of increasing availability of library materials and 
information resources to Bernards Township residents, providing for an efficient computerized integrated library information system and access to 
an ever-growing range of jointly licensed downloadable materials.  
 
Date: February 11, 2025     Rachel Burt 
       Library Director 

 
CFO CERTIFICATION 

I, Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer of Bernards Township, hereby certify that adequate funds are available for the above referenced purchase. 
Monies are available in line account #5-01-29-390-222 ($500.00), #5-01-29-390-264 ($21,260.50), #5-01-29-390-265 ($72,956.05), and #5-01-
29-390-268 ($931.00). 
 

 
 

Date: February 3, 2025 Sean McCarthy, Chief Financial Officer 
  

 

http://www.bernards.org/


 
PURCHASING CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that I have prepared this resolution and reviewed it for accuracy.  
 
 
 
 
 
Date: February 3, 2025 

 
 

 
 
Francis J. Decibus, QPA, Purchasing Agent 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Bernards Township Committee on 02/11/2025. 
 
 
 
                              Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Resolution of the Township of Bernards 
 

1 Collyer Lane, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
908-766-2510; www.bernards.org 

 

Resolution #2025-0137 

Authorizing an Executive Session Meeting of the Bernards Township Committee 

 

WHEREAS, NJSA 10:4-12 allows for a public body to go into closed session during a public 

meeting; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has deemed it necessary to go into closed session to discuss 

certain matters which are exempted from the public; and 

 

WHEREAS, the regular meeting of the Township Committee will reconvene. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee will go into closed 

session for the following reason(s) as outlined in NJSA 10:4-12; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township Committee hereby 

declares that the discussion of subject(s) may be made public at a time when the Township 

Attorney advises the Township Committee that the disclosure of the discussion will not 

detrimentally affect any right, interest or duty of the Township or any other entity with respect to 

said discussion.  That time is currently estimated as the time of said matter. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Township Committee, hereby 

declares that the public is excluded from the portion of the meeting during which the discussion(s) 

shall take place and hereby directs the Municipal Clerk to take the appropriate action to effectuate 

the terms of this resolution. 
  

Reason for Closed Session 

Estimated Time of 

Disclosure or Upon 

Occurrence Of 

 Any matter which by express provisions of Federal Law, State Statute or Rule of Court shall be 

rendered confidential or excluded from discussion in public 

Provision relied upon      . 

 

 Any matter in which the release of information would impair a right to receive funds from the 

federal government. 

     . 

 

 Any matter the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of individual privacy. 

     . 

 

 Any collective bargaining agreement, or the terms and conditions of which are proposed for 

inclusion in any collective bargaining agreement, including the negotiation of terms and 

conditions with employees or representatives of employees of the public body. 

  

 

 Any matter involving the purpose, lease or acquisition of real property with public funds, the 

setting of bank rates or investment of public funds where it could adversely affect the public 

interest if discussion of such matters were disclosed.  

 

 Any tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the public provided 

that their disclosure could impair such protection.       

 

 Any investigations of violations or possible violations of the law. 

      

 



 Any pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations which the public body is or may 

become a party.  Any matters falling within the attorney-client privilege, to the extent that 

confidentiality is required in order for the attorney to exercise his ethical duties as lawyer.  Under 

certain circumstances, if public disclosure of the matter would have a potentially negative impact 

on the Township’s position in the litigation or negotiation, this information may be withheld until 

such time that the matter is concluded or the circumstances no longer present a potential impact. 

Attorney Client Privilege – Advice Concerning Round Four Affordable Housing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon resolution 

 

 Any matter involving the employment, appointment, termination of employment, terms and 

conditions of employment, evaluation of the performance, promotion or disciplining of any 

specific prospective public officer or employee or current public officer or employee employed 

or appointed by the public body, unless all individual employees or appointees whose right could 

be adversely affect request in writing that such matter or matters be discussed at a public meeting 

subject to the balancing of the public’s interest and the employee’s privacy rights under South 

Jersey Publishing, 124 NJ 478. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Any deliberation of a public body occurring after a public hearing that may result in the 

imposition of a specific civil penalty upon the responding party or the suspension or loss of a 

license or permit belonging to the responding party as a result of an act of omission for which 

the responding party bears responsibility. 

     . 

 

 

Agenda and Date Voted: 02/11/2025 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify this is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by 

the Bernards Township Committee on 02/11/2025. 

 

 

 

                            Christine V. Kieffer, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 




