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Bernards Township plans month long pedestrian safety campaign
Street Smart targets speed, distractedness and safety awareness for motorists and pedestrians

Mayor Ana Duarte McCarthy announced today that Bernards Township will conduct a Street
Smart NJ pedestrian safety education campaign, in partnership with the Bernards Township Police
Department, aimed at reducing pedestrian-motor vehicle crashes.

Bernards Township will kick off the month-long pedestrian safety campaign starting June 1 to
educate and remind drivers and pedestrians to be Street Smart when traveling on the township
roads. The extra emphasis on pedestrian safety comes as school is out for the summer, and more
residents enjoy the warmer weather to walk and bike.

“We are proud to be the 2" safest community in NJ and are appreciative and deeply supportive of
our Police Department”, commented Mayor Duarte-McCarthy. “Public safety is paramount and
among this year’s priorities are focusing on pedestrian, cyclist, and driver safety.”

The goals of the Street Smart campaign are to educate drivers, pedestrians and cyclists with five
primary messages. Drivers are reminded to Stop for Pedestrians and to Obey Speed
Limits. Pedestrians are reminded to Use Crosswalks and to Wait for the Walk. A fifth message,
Heads Up, Phones Down, is aimed at both drivers and pedestrians.

Throughout the campaign, signs will be placed along Bernards Township roads while local
businesses will promote safety messages on coffee cup sleeves, tip cards, and flyers. The Bernards
Township Police will actively enforce the five main messages, making sure residents understand
and comply with traffic safety laws.

Street Smart isn’t just a campaign for drivers. It’s vitally important for children to learn about
pedestrian safety at a young age, especially those who walk or bike to school. As part of the
campaign, two Community Education Days are planned for individuals of all ages which will
provide safety information through engaging activities. The Community Education Days will be
held at Harry Dunham Park on Monday, June 15, from 3:00pm-5:00pm (Rain Date of June 16),
and at Oak Street School on June 18, from 1:30pm-3:30pm.

The statewide Street Smart NJ campaign is managed and funded by the North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA) and began in 2013.

For more information on Street Smart NJ visit
bestreetsmartnj.org
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